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Moonshine Ink was born from a simple dream – to create a
genuine community-based newspaper in Truckee/North
Tahoe. This means keeping people informed on the issues and
assets of the community, while reflecting its passion and
spunk. It means employing locals, buying
local, and staying local. It means an
excellent resource for locals and visitors
alike. And it means a place where people can advertise, con-
fident that they are spending their money wisely.

In 2008, Moonshine Ink is celebrating 6 years of existence.
In this time, we have grown to be an award-winning publica-
tion that retains its local flavor to the core – it truly is ‘Media
FOR and BY the community.’ 

As a service to the community, Moonshine Ink highlights the

triple bottom line – our economic, natural, and social capital.
We join many others in believing we can invigorate our local
economy and keep our community sustainable. That’s why we
work hard to promote our advertisers. We create good-looking

ads and maintain an editorial to ad per-
centage that is always more than 50% so
your ad is seen. In fact, our reader survey

has shown that the efforts we make have 78% of our readers
visiting businesses that advertise in Moonshine Ink.

Come be part of something that you can be proud of and
support the locally distilled newspaper. Advertising in
Moonshine is effective, promotes independent
media and strengthens the core of our community.

~ Mayumi Elegado, Publisher

• 15,000 print* & 3,000 online readers:

• 78% of our readers visit businesses that 
advertise in Moonshine Ink

• Circulation: 8,000+ print copies available for
free at 150+ locations in Truckee, Donner
Summit, and North/East/West Lake Tahoe 

• FREE: hits streets 2nd Thursday each month

• Our target audience includes both English-
and Spanish-readers

• The ratio of ads to editorial will always be
less than half so your ad will be visible

• FREE Classifieds

• 50% of our print subscribers live outside the
area and visit frequently

• Moonshine Ink does everything possible to
use community services. What is spent with
us stays in our community!

“The high degree of professionalism and
journalistic integrity of the Moonshine
staff is an example to be followed.” 

~ Bill Kraus, Executive Director, Tahoe Martime Museum

“Advertising in Moonshine Ink has been
tremendous! Running the bilingual ad for
our store has significantly increased cus-
tomer traffic and visibility around the
whole North Shore!”

~ Heather Armstrong, Truckee Paper Paradise

“I love the spirit of Moonshine Ink and
applaud all your effort to make it the
best local paper around!!!”  

~ Jan Ellis, Crystal Bay resident

I n d e p e n d e n t  M e d i a  f o r  T r u c k e e / N o r t h  T a h o e

Read. Discuss. Contribute.

Media FOR and BY the community

What People SAY: Key Stats:



Demographics & Distribution

Print Circulation:
• 8,000 – 10,000 papers distributed monthly
• Print readership is approximately 15,000***
• 150+ drop zones in highlighted area above
• Available free
• Select drop zones replenished throughout month
• A low 3 to 5% rate of return****
• Print subscriptions available for $30

Distribution (print):
• Truckee, Tahoe City, Kings Beach, Carnelian Bay, Dollar Point,

Tahoe Vista, West Shore, Incline Village, Donner Summit
• Major hotels and ski resorts
• Second homeowners & visitors
• Through library system to the Sierra foothills
• 50% of our subscribers live outside the area and visit frequently

Distribution (online):
• Online at www.moonshineink.com
• Approx. 3,000 unique hits/month
• Free online subcriptions available, emailed twice a month

*Combined print and online readership.
**All numbers are based on Moonshine Ink’s Jan-Feb 2007 Reader Survey administered by Moonshine Ink. 

***Readership is based on calculation from Reader Survey responses. ****Rate of return is based on Moonshine Ink’s in-house market research in 2006.

Effective July 31, 2008

Readers Demographics**: 
• 78% visit businesses that advertise with

Moonshine Ink

• 54% of our readers own a first home, 
17% own a first and second home, 29%
rent or stay with a friend

• 30% of our readers are 21-35 years old,
45% are 36-55, and 26% are 56-75

• 70% of our readers have a 4-year college
degree; 20% have a Master’s or a PhD

• 82% of our readers are local, 14% live here
part of the year or visit

What our readers do for fun**:
• Snow sports 78%
• Dine out 78%
• Go to live music shows and theatre 78%
• Go to festivals and events 70%
• Read/ write/ historian/ art 71%
• Mountain bike 47%
• Enjoy outdoors w/o 84%

motorized equipment
• Volunteer 52%
• Go to and rent movies 66%
• Kid-friendly/ family activities 29%
• Dog-friendly activities 42%
• Climbing and backpacking 49%
• Yoga, pilates, dance and go to gym 43%
• Golf and/or tennis 15%

An estimated 15,000 sets of eyes hit Moonshine pages each month for 30 days of eye time. Our readers are educated, pas-
sionate about our community, and conscious supporters of local businesses. Not just an integral source for North Tahoe/Truckee
locals, Moonshine Ink is enjoyed by visitors and second homeowners as well.  You can be sure when advertising with
Moonshine Ink that both the tourist and local markets will have access to and pick up this award winning publication. The stats
below show advertising in Moonshine Ink is the way to go:

Reach
15,000

Readers!*

Reader Behavior**: 
• 63% pick up and read Moonshine Ink (MI) 1-3

times an issue; 14% read it 4+ times an issue

• 52% have at least one other person reading
their copy of MI; 25% have at least 2 other
people reading their copy

• 59% read most stories; 33% read from cover
to cover



It’s EASY: To choose an ad size, look at the diagrams on the next page and pick an ad shape. Then look at the chart
below to see the price for that size ad. Discounts are given for multiple insertions. Deadline for ad reservation is the 1st
Wednesday of the month. Ad copy is due by 5 p.m. the following day.

Display Ad Size 1x 3x (10% off) 6x (15% off) 12x (20% off)

Back page $900 $810 $765 $720

Full page $660 $594 $561 $528

1/2 page $385 $346.50 $327.25 $308

2/5 page $310 $279 $263.50 $248

1/4 page $220 $198 $187 $176

1/5 page $175 $157.50 $148.75 $140

1/8 page $120 $108 $102 $96

1/10 page $100 $90 $85 $80

1/16 page $65 $58.50 $55.25 $52

1/20 page $55 $49.50 $46.75 $44

Non-Profit Discounts: We offer a 15% discount off of base
price for non-profit organizations’ advertising. 

Payment Options: We accept checks, cash, and VISA or
Mastercard credit cards.

Pre-Pay Discounts: Take 3% off your base ad price if you
pre-pay by check or cash. Take 2% off your base ad price if you
pre-pay by either VISA or Mastercard.

Commissions: The above rates are non-commissionable. 

The Fine Print: Advertising does not affect editorial content.  Moonshine Ink’s editorial and advertising departments are
separate. If an advertiser wants to express an opinon they can do so in an ad or in a letter to the editor. Moonshine Ink
reserves the right to change advertising rates, with a 30-days notice. We also reserve the right to reject or cancel any adver-
tising. Moonshine Ink assumes no financial liability for errors or omission of copy. Advertisers assume full responsibility for
the truthful content of their advertising message. We ensure that your ad will print legibly, though offer no refunds or credits
if more than 75% of the copy is legible. Gradients and fades can possibly fluctuate due to the nature of newsprint.
Advertisers can pre-pay for a discount or be billed with Net 15 terms with signed contract only. A finance charge will be
added to unpaid balances of over 120+ days (we have to pay for our chocolate habit somehow). 

We work for 
your business!
When you sign up for multi-
ple insertions, you don’t have
to run the same ad and you
don’t have to run it consecu-
tively. We work with business-
es to develop effective and
timely ads and do what’s right
for them. 

Note: the multiple run discounts are for
signed contracts only. The 3x or 6x inser-
tions must be used within a year. The 12x
run must be used within 18 months. 

Print Ads ________________________________________________________________________________________

Print Advertising Rates Effective July 31, 2008

Discounts______________________________________________________

Format: Prints both in 4-column and 5-column format.

Design: There is no extra charge for basic design of your 
advertisement. Professional design work is available at $50/hr. 

Color: Select pages of each issue run in full color. Color ads are
25% above the base cost of a black and white ad.

Placement: We make every effort to meet placement
requests at no charge — just ask. Placement requests are sub-
ject to availability and are not guaranteed. 

Details __________________________________________________________



Camera-ready ad sizes for print:
4-Column Format __________________________________________________________________________________________

Ad Size Width Height 
Back Page 10” 12.5”

Full page 10” 12.25”

1/2 page (v) 4.875” 12.25”

1/2 page (h) 10” 6”

1/4 page (v#1) 4.875” 6”

1/4 page (v#2) 2.313” 12.25”

1/4 page (h) 10” 2.875”

1/8 page (v) 2.313” 6”

1/8 page (h) 4.875” 2.875”

1/16 page 2.313” 2.875”

5-Column Format ____________________________
Ad Size Width Height
Back Page 10” 12.5”

Full page 10” 12.25”

2/5 page (v #1) 3.85” 12.25”

2/5 page (v #2) 5.9” 8.09”

1/5 page (v #1) 3.85” 6”

1/5 page (v #2) 1.8” 12.25”

1/5 page (h) 5.9” 3.92”

1/10 page (v) 1.8” 6”

1/10 page (h) 3.85” 2.875”

1/20 page (v) 1.8” 2.875”

1/20 page (h) 3.85” 1.425”

1/8 horizontal

1/4 horizontal

1/2 horizontal

1/2 
vertical

1/8 
vertical

1/16 

1/4 vertical #1

1/5
vertical
#2

2/5
vertical #1

1/10
vertical

1/5 
vertical #1

1/20
vertical

2/5
vertical #2

1/10 
horizontal

1/20 horizontal

1/5 
horizontal

For reference, this box is the 
actual size of the 1/16 page ad.
(2.313” x 2.875”) 

Deadline for ad reservation is the 1st Wednesday of the month. Ad copy is
due by 5 p.m. the following day.

Digital files may be submitted as a Quark Xpress, Adobe Photoshop,
Adobe Illustrator or Acrobat pdf document via email or CD-ROM. We
prefer MAC-format files.

Any images or artwork need to be 200 dpi at actual size. Be sure to
scan artwork at 200 dpi, rather than upsampling in an image program. 

If you have any questions, feel free to give us a call, 530-587-3607 or
email sales@moonshineink.com.

1/4 
vertical
#2

Print Advertising Dimensions Effective July 31, 2008



Insertions______________________________________________
We accept limited insertions (printed advertisement material inserted into
the print edition). Costs outlined below cover insertion into paper. Buyer
is responsible for design, production, and delivery to our press at least a
week prior to print publication date. We can offer these services at an
additional cost. 

Single Sheet $300/mo 
2 – 4 pages $375/mo
6 – 10 pages $450/mo
12+ pages Contact us for quote

Drop Box Sponsorship ____________
The demand for Moonshine Ink is spreading, but we
need more racks to help the cause. Metal boxes (at
right) are the best option, but they are expensive. Help
us purchase a new rack so more readers can enjoy
some Moonshine. For $350 we will place a sponsor-
ship sign with your name/business/organization on
the rack you help purchase. This is great way to relay your message,
whether it be “in memory of,” as advertising, or just recognition of your
support for the independent press.

FREE Classifieds __________

Moonshine Ink has offered FREE classi-
fieds for the community for the last 5
years. Sell a car, those old skis, or your
wedding presents. Advertise your busi-
ness. Or find the perfect employee. 

Limit ads to 100 words or less. All ads will be
online. If room allows, then ad will be in print edition, too.
Payment for ad will ensure that ad gets placed in print.

Log on to moonshineink.com to place your own free ad
online. Or email classifieds@moonshineink.com to reserve
your space in our print edition by the first Thursday of the
month. Confirm re-runs each month. If you do not get con-
firmation that we have received your ad, please contact us
again. 

We offer sponsorship for the classifieds page – a great loca-
tion to be seen – at $200/month. You get a 10 x 1 inch bar
on the print page plus an online banner ad. Call us for
details.

We’re Also Online: Want to reach more people? MoonshineInk.com is an interactive version of the print edition of Mooonshine
Ink with additional features including reader comments, community contributions, more information on stories, and a daily update of
our community classifieds section. Also, MoonshineInk.com maintains an online subscriber list, which receives emails twice a month
and brings a rush of readers to the website each time it is sent out.

Online Ads Pricing ____________________________________________
Open 6x 1 year

Main Banner $120/mo $100/mo $90/mo 
Side Tile $90/mo $75/mo $65/mo

Online Ads Dimensions________________________________________
Width Height

Main Banner 620 pixels 90 pixels
Side Tile 125 pixels 125 pixels

Put your message across the top of every
MoonshineInk.com page with a Main
Banner ad or along the side with a spacious
Side Tile. The Main Banner ad rotates with
6 ads and will be seen on all pages minus
the classifieds page. Side tiles will be seen
on all pages (6 max) including the classi-
fieds page. 

Ads are offered on a month to month basis
with a discount for a multiple month com-
mitment. Ads can provide a link to your
website. 

Online ads should be saved as a gif,
png, or jpeg at 72 dpi. Word files are
not camera-ready. No flash is allowed.

Online Ads ________________________________________________________________________________________

Other Dandy Options __________________________________________________________________

Banner ad Side Tile ad

Online Ads & Other Dandy Options Effective July 31, 2008


