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Join anytime, year-round.

(530) 292-3776 
MountainBountyFarm.com

Growing food for our community with 
love and care since 1997

Mountain Bounty Farm

localorganic convenient

Weekly CSA Boxes

T R U C K E E    TA H O E  C I T Y    R E N O

530.587.2002             www.por tersimon.com

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS
OF LEGAL SERVICE

“I busted a mirror and got seven years of bad luck, but my lawyer 
thinks he can get me five.” ~ WITH PORTER SIMON, YOU’RE IN LUCK.
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Do Tell!

INTERVIEWS & PHOTOS  BY WADE SNIDER/MOONSHINE INK

The Climate, It Is a-Changin’
“Come gather ‘round people wherever you roam, and admit that the waters ‘round you 
have grown.” ~ Bob Dylan. Bob might have been “singing” about the social movements 
of the 1960s, but the planet is singing a different song today. With our ice caps melting, 
atmospheric and sea temperatures rising, honey bees dying, and polar bears starving, it’s 
near-impossible to deny our climate is a-changin’. Whether you blame global warming 
on the cluelessness of the human race, the tilting of Earth’s axis, or some weird side effect 
of a flat Earth, it’s happening. Moonshine Ink hit the icy streets to ask, “How do you feel 
about the climate? What are you doing now considering the changes we’ve seen, and how 
are you preparing for the future?”

CAITLIN JACK, Truckee
Wedding and conference planning manager
In the past 10 years, climate change has started to show 
major impacts. Seasonal cycles have become more extreme, 
weather is warmer in summer and more intense in winter. The 
two extremes definitely have my husband and I thinking about 
how we can do our part to reduce our carbon footprint and 
teach our child to do the same. Climate change is scary but 
inevitable — can you imagine our kids growing up in Tahoe 
and not being able to ski because it no longer snows here?

JUSTIN SEAGO, Tahoe City
Bike tech, Olympic Bikes
Climate change has been a contributing factor to the recent 
wildfires we have seen in California. I moved to Tahoe City after 
living in Santa Rosa for six years and I grew up in Mendocino 
County. I have friends who lost their homes. I have family in 
Lake and Mendocino counties who had to evacuate. I know 
people who lived in Paradise. I’ve choked on smoke here in 
Tahoe City. My plan is to support efforts to mitigate climate 
change and reduce my own contribution to it.

CHASE SCHWEITZER, Carnelian Bay
Field manager, Sierra Watch
Climate change affects residents in many ways, whether it is 
enjoying the lake’s blue waters, taking turns in a safe and stable 
snowpack, or having a reliable supply of water during drought 
and fresh air with longer fire seasons. I’ll continue to advocate for 
responsible development that does not make evacuation paths 
even more dangerous in case of fire, nor create more greenhouse 
gas emissions and traffic that threaten the lake’s clarity. We need 
housing solutions that don’t build into fire hazard areas.

TIFFANY BERNARDASCI, Kings Beach
Bartender, Pete ‘n Peter’s and Fat Cat
Climate change hasn’t drastically affected my life but I can see 
how the future of many will be. Two years ago, in Thailand, 
I was able to visit the famous “James Bond” island, but due 
to excessive tourism, ocean life was negatively affected, and 
they had to stop tours. In Fiji, I was able to see a portion of the 
Rainbow Reef, and a lot of it appeared to be covered in concrete 
instead of vibrant coral. Sadly, people will abuse these beautiful 
environments until it’s too late.

TODD WEES, Soda Springs
Project manager, Crestwood Construction
Climate change has become an increasingly important factor 
in family planning. My wife and I continue to gain respect for 
impacts of climate change when we make plans to travel day-
to-day regionally, as well as abroad. In our recent experience, 
travel routes can be spontaneously blocked due to heavy 
snowfall, flooding, landslides, etc. I worry about the future, and 
what this means for our kids. Climate change and its affects 
are compounding. It’s difficult for me to grasp the possibilities. 
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Robb Gaffney M.D. | BOARD CERTIFIED

American Board of  
Psychiatry and Neurology

T R E A T M E N T  O F

OCD  |  Panic  |  Social Anxiety

530-583-4233  |  laketahoeanxietycenter.com

WINTER IS HERE — GEAR FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
NEW 18/19 ARBOR SNOWBOARDS IN STOCK

IN-HOUSE TUNES AND REPAIRS
FOR RIDERS BY RIDERS

Open 7 days a week | 8 am to 8 pm
11486 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee, CA | 530-536-5006

YOUR FULL SERVICE SKATE & SNOWBOARD SHOP

YOUR FULL SERVICE SKATE & SNOWBOARD SHOP

Under new ownership  |  Open for 41 years in Olympic Valley
100% college acceptance |  Average SAT 1350 |  Average  ACT 26 |  Academic Support Program 

Ski Racing Program | Class size of 8 to 1 teacher to student ratio
Mac Book School  |  Each student is issued a laptop

Locals season ski pass included in tuition

Contact William Grant, Head of School for additional information 
or to schedule a tour at 530-583-9393

235 Squaw Valley Road | PO Box 2667 | Olympic Valley, CA 96146 | USA | 530-583-9393 | wgrant@sva.org

Special Full-Year Discounted Rates 2019-2020
Day Student -$16,000 • 5 Day Boarding Student -$39,970 (Home Every Weekend) 

 7 Day Boarding Student -$47,250 (Payment plans available)

http://www.facebook.com/SquawValleyAcademyhttp://www.twitter.com/#!/SquawValleyAcademy

Fully Accredited by 
NIPSA, AdvancED and 

Middle States



6                    14 MARCH – 10 APRIL 2019                    MOONSHINEINK.COM TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Dr. Wendy Robinson, DVM
12068 Donner Pass Rd, Truckee  •  530-582-1133

T a h o e H o l i s t i c V e t . c o m

We are here for when they do. 
Our team is dedicated to your pet’s recovery. 

Restore Your Pet’s Health

Surgery • Spinal Cord Injury 
Ligament/Muscle Tear • Wounds 

Toe Injuries • Bone Fractures • Arthritis

Also: Ask about exercises and techniques 
to prevent injury before it happens!

If your animal has:

We create a custom holistic treatment plan including:  
Physical Rehabilitation • Laser Therapy

 Spinal Manipulation Therapy • Nutritional Support

Injuries happen. 

530.563.8191 ~ Silver
530.536.5400 ~ Gold 

10007 Bridge St. Suite C Truckee. CA. 96161
9932 Donner Pass Rd. Truckee. CA. 96161

www.lorienpowers.com

Lorien Powers

Industrial Contemporary Designs

530.563.8191
10007 Bridge St. Suite C.

9932 Donner Pass Rd.
Truckee. CA. 96161
Lorienpowers.com

Lorien@lorienpowers.com

GO ONLINE

HOT STORIES FROM  
MOONSHINEINK.COM

Moonshine Ink’s email list 
features stories that are 
published only online.  
Sign up by visiting moon-
shineink.com/subscribe.

A Strength That Prevails 
Last month, former Moonshine copy editor Laura Read crafted 
an intimate portrayal of her husband Doug’s recovery from 
illness, his undeniable strength, and his many contributions 
to Tahoe Nordic Search and Rescue. It’s no surprise that this 
touching story was one of our most popular online throughout 
the month. This year’s Great Ski Race, which Doug chairs, 
took place March 3 and raised $12,000 for TNSAR. 

READ ONLINE IN THE MOUNTAIN LIFE SECTION

We Need Later Start Times
Local psychiatrist and mother Jocelyn Kreiss penned an opin-
ion piece last month in which she addressed the option of local 
schools to delay start times by 30 minutes. This piece gained 
heavy attention online. “Asking teens to wake up at 6 a.m. is like 
asking adults to wake up at 4 a.m.,” she wrote. A counter argu-
ment by Giovani Mejia expressed concern about the impacts of 
the delay. 

READ ONLINE IN THE OPINION SECTION

LOCAL HERO
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CONCERNED MOTHER

Education Update
In February, our own Sage 
Sauerbrey crafted a news story 

updating the community on planned school 
improvements. He also produced a colorful 
video on the topic, featuring Tahoe Lake 
Elementary students and principal Stephanie 
Foucek. There’s a one-minute teaser on our 
Instagram, and you can catch the full video on 
our YouTube. 

Knobbies’ Style
If smoking, uh … salmon and hucking cliffs 
is your thing, Sage Sauerbrey is ya boi. He’s 
featured on our Instagram this month, night 
skiing with the Knobbies, of our DRIVEN hall 
of fame, covered circa summer 2018. For his 
fab cliff drop, you’ll have to catch the vid that 
captured 618 views, and we won’t even mention 
his off-screen faceplant. 

VIEW OUR INSTAGRAM @MOONSHINEINK

Patrol Pup
In an effort to continue to honor our cutest com-
munity members, Keoki Flagg shared with us one 

of his most recent photos of Squaw patroller Craig Noble, with 
puppy Jackson. With those ears and that helmet, we’re not 
surprised either of them got the attention they did, at nearly 
130 likes on Instagram. The photo is part of an annual series 
which raises money each year for the Squaw Valley Avalanche 
Rescue Dog & Education Fund. 

VIEW AT FACEBOOK.COM/TAHOEMOONSHINEINK

CHECK OUT OUR LATEST 
‘BOOKS, TWEETS & ‘GRAMS

Discover breaking news, 
generous giveaways, and 
behind-the-scenes peeks at 
the Moonshine process.

EDUCATION SUPPORTED

BEST BUDS

SUNGLASSES AT NIGHT
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LEARN MORE AT TAHOEDONNER.COM/SKISEASONPASSES
DOWNHILL      CROSS COUNTRY      COMBO
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We have the latest technology to
provide  exceptional care.
CEREC for computer-aided crowns
and veneers can be done in one visit!    

530-546-3363
215 Carnelian Bay Avenue • Carnelian Bay, CA 96140

David F. Andrews, D.D.S.

    

530-546-3363
215 Carnelian Bay AvAvA evev nue • Carnelian Bay,y,y CACAC  9614A 9614A 0

David F. Andrews, D.D.S.

NO MORE IMPRESSIONS!
NO MORE TEMPORARIES!
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New Moon Natural Foods 

TAHOE CITY 

100% Organic produce

ENORMOUS PRODUCE ROOM
Finest organic quality in the region

FINE CHEESES & MEATS CASE
75+ items

HUGE BEER & WINE SELECTION
199 beers  &  over 100 wines

REMODELED & 
VASTLY EXPANDED

Tahoe City (530) 583-7426
505 W. Lake Blvd. at Granlibakken Rd.

Truckee (530) 587-7426
11357 Donner Pass Rd. at Hwy. 89

OPEN 7 DAYS AT TWO LOCATIONS
NEW MOON NATURAL FOODS

Meet your future with confidence.
Take the first step toward peace of mind in retirement with our exclusive Confident Retirement® approach. 
We’ll help you understand how you can cover expenses, live the lifestyle you want, be prepared for the  
unexpected and leave a legacy. Call us today and learn how you can live more confidently today and tomorrow.

William Austin, CFP® BFA™ MSFP
Financial Advisor
william.austin@ampf.com
CA Insurance #OD20353

Jessica Abrams, CFP®MSFP
Financial Advisor
jessica.abrams@ampf.com 
CA Insurance #0H74390

AUSTIN & ABRAMS FINANCIAL PLANNING
A financial advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc

11209 Brockway Rd, Ste C203, Truckee, CA 96161
530.563.5250
ameripriseadvisors.com/team/austin-abrams-financial-planning

The Confident Retirement approach is not a guarantee of future financial results. Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification 
marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with flame design) in the U.S. Investment advisory products and services are made available through 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., a registered investment advisor. © 2017 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

, , ,

Got a minute to help  
make Truckee better?

 

DON’T MISS
QUALITY OF LIFE

SURVEYS

 
Join your friends and neighbors and make your voice heard. 

How is your Quality of Life working, living and playing in Truckee? 
Input is easy and takes one minute. See what the community said! 
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Photo: Sugar Bowl Resort

Join today at FlashVote.com/Truckee.   
We’ll alert you when survey is live in 

Spanish and English!
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Now enrolling TK–4th grade
• Artistic Approach to Learning
• Emphasis on Outdoor Education
• Honoring Childhood
• Inspiring a Lifelong Passion for Learning 

Join us for a Parent Information Meeting/School Tour

For more information: call 530 717-3019 
or email enrollment@goldenvalleycharter.org

908 Northstar Dr. Truckee, CA 96161

A Tuition-Free Public Waldorf School
TAHOESCHOOL
G O L D E N V A L L E Y

www.tahoeschool.goldenvalleycharter.org

ON THE COVER: FACES OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE

ABOUT THE PHOTO  |  The collage 
of four photos, all taken within the past 
few years, showcases the drastic and 
ever-changing climate we experience 
here in Lake Tahoe. Drought causes fire 
and snow causes floods. Give a mouse 
a drought and he might just spark a fire. 
Give him 800 inches of snow and he’s 

going to cry (tears of happiness) until the 
river banks rise.  

ABOUT THE ARTIST  |  Our amazing 
community contributes some amazing 
photos to Moonshine Ink. If you are ever 
in the right place at the right time, keep us 
in mind! Thank you!

Photo credits (top to bottom): Wade 
Snider, Bryan Farrell, Liberty Utilities, and 
Ryan Salm Photography

PUBLISHER
Mayumi “eagle eye” Elegado
(mayumi@moonshineink.com)

ADVERTISING CONSULTANT
Nina “yodeling” Miller 
(nina@moonshineink.com)

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Le’a “telepathy” Gleason   
(lea@moonshineink.com)

Sage “harmonica” Sauerbrey 
(sage@moonshineink.com)

COPY EDITOR
Juliana “in-shower crooner” Demarest

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS
David “amateur entomologist” Bunker
Melissa “shoveling” Siig
Dave “no-boarding” Zook

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Lauren “cross-stitch” Shearer
(lauren@moonshineink.com)

PHOTOGRAPHER
Wade “freestyle rap” Snider
(wade@moonshineink.com)

OFFICE MANAGER
Molly “makin’ pancakes” Wilcox
(molly@moonshineink.com)

CIRCULATION
Scott “hiking” Robinson

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Dawn Andreoni, Pat Dillon, Ruth Jackson Hall, 
Tim Hauserman, Eve Quesnel, Craig Rowe

CONTRIBUTING ARTIST
Mike English

M O O N S H I N E  I N K  S T A F F
In celebration of sharpening skills, p. 30 and 32, our hidden talents  

I’ve never been a good activist. 
That doesn’t mean I haven’t 
tried — I attended Amnesty 
International conferences 
in high school, wrote peti-
tions and letters, 
signed petitions 
and letters, and 
held up signs for 
a dozen different 
causes. Then I 
graduated and 
attended Sierra 
Nevada College 
in North Lake 
Tahoe, a big blue 
paradise where it 
seemed everyone was far too 
busy engaging in environmen-
tal activism to worry about 
humanitarianism.

This was, of course, short-
sightedness on my part. 
Hundreds of conversations 
I’ve had with community 
members around Truckee/
Tahoe as a result of my job 
here at Moonshine Ink have 
showed me otherwise, but at 
the time I was overwhelmed. 
I’d just found out the world 
was far more out of whack 
than I ever imagined, and 
began to drown under the 
weight of its many plights. 
Prisoners of conscience, 
racial inequality, genocide, 
and poverty waged a tug-
of-war on my conscience, 
weighted by concerns for 
climate change, habitat 

destruction, and environmen-
tal pollution as well. 

Sometimes it seems most of 
my generation is struggling 

with the same sense 
of scattered activism 
as I. Change.org — a 
website that describes 
its purpose as a 
platform for starting 
campaigns, mobiliz-
ing supporters, and 
working with decision 
makers to drive solu-
tions — currently has 
over 255 million users 

and 30,000 new campaigns 
are launched every month. 
How does one keep up? In 
the last 10 years it seems I’ve 
watched dozens of national 
movements come and go with 
little recognizable change: 
Occupy Wall Street, Black 
Lives Matter, #MeToo. It’s 
myopic to believe the world 
will change overnight, but too 
many pivotal movements are 
being left in the rearview mir-
ror of the news cycle before 
they gain enough momentum 
to make a difference.

While compiling this climate 
change edition, I was struck 
by a different feeling. This 
paper is brimming with 
directed resolve, and you 
can see it at every level. 
Compared to other move-
ments that burn bright and 

gradually fade away, I’ve 
only seen the movement to 
protect our environment grow 
in scope and support. It’s 
not just the environmental 
activists who are playing a role 
in this climate story, it’s the 
scientists working tirelessly 
to provide us with meaningful 
data (p. 15), the firefight-
ers risking their lives while 
adapting to threats from our 
changing forests (p. 18), the 
climate lobbyists knocking 
down doors in Sacramento 
and Washington, D.C. (p. 23), 
and the average joes — maybe 
you — who don’t consider 
themselves activists per se, 
but are joining the fight, doing 
their small part every day to 
mitigate their carbon footprint 
because, finally, this seems to 
be a cause that warrants the 
mentality “we’re all in this 
together.” 

I’m not an activist, I’m a 
journalist. I spend my days 
writing stories, and more 
often than not, they have 
more to do with what’s wrong 
with the world than what’s 
right with it. But after looking 
over this edition I have some 
hope — because in these 
pages I see a contingency 
of men and women who are 
in this for the long haul and 
that’s what this fight is going 
to take. 

The Age of Activism

EDITOR’S NOTE
By Sage Sauerbrey
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C O N T R I B U T O R S Moonshine Ink is published monthly and 
hits the streets on the second Friday of each 
month. Opinions, findings, and conclusions 
expressed are those of authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Moonshine Ink staff 
or advertisers. Please contact us for advertising 
information at sales@moonshineink.com. 
Subscriptions are available for $25/year. Sign 
up online at moonshineink.com/subscribe. 
Printed with soy inks on recycled paper. Stay 
up to date online at moonshineink.com.

Issue Deadline

11 April – 8 May 29 March 
9 May – 12 June  26 April 
13 June – 10 July 31 May

These are the drop-dead deadlines. Howev-
er, if you want your submission considered, 
please try to send it in as early as possible 
and contact us for submission guidelines at 
info@moonshineink.com.

10137 Riverside Dr., Truckee CA 96161 
(530) 587-3607 ph  |  (530) 587-3635 fax

Moonshine Publisher MAYUMI ELEGADO 
once biked up the East Coast from Virginia 
to Prince Edward Island. She’s thinking 
that pedaling uphill for 1,600-plus miles is 
akin to owning an independent newspaper 
in today’s world. Yet, as grand capers are 
required for the good of the soul, she 
believes journalism is vital for the sake of 
justice, society, and democracy.

TIM HAUSERMAN moved to Tahoe’s 
West Shore when he was 2 and has loved 
the place ever since. Although, there 
were times this winter when he put his 
shovel down and screamed, “over it!” 
He is a freelance writer who likes to write 
about nature, travel, inspiring people, and 
problems affecting our community. He also 
teaches skiing and runs the Strider Glider 
program at Tahoe XC in Tahoe City. 

TAHOE LUXURY PROPERTIES offers luxury 
real estate sales and premier vacation rentals 
in North Lake Tahoe and Truckee. Established 
in 1994 by local residents Kelly and Bill Dietz, 
Tahoe Luxury Properties is recognized for 
unparalleled quality and exceptional service. In 
2018, Bill sold over $145 million in residential 
real estate in California and Nevada, including 
11 lakefront homes, making him the number 
one agent in the region by dollar volume.

Born and raised in Tahoe, BOB WRIGHT 
spends most of his free time in the 
backcountry on skis, ice skates, and bicycles. 
He also loves Tahoe history, old people, 
and good, strong coffee. He lives in Kings 
Beach with his daughter Anna in a house his 
dad built in 1956. Bob’s Parting Shot (p. 39) 
depicts John Rossetto, longtime local and 
wild ice aficionado, skating at Emerald Bay 
on Feb. 19.

N E W S
15  |  On the Front Lines of Climate Change

The region is one of many on the front lines of climate change, and 
we are already seeing the effects — increased wildfire danger, a 

disappearing snowpack, and the ever-present threat  
of both drought and flood.

18  |  We’re Heating Up, People
This edition is packed with information about climate change, but how 
is it impacting those who live and breathe, sweat, and play in Tahoe? 

Two locals are balancing life and career with the impacts of more 
environmental extremes. 

F E AT U R E S

H O M E  F R O N T
25  |  Market Watch

26  |  Real Rentals
Nine months to build an ADU

27  |  On Sale Now
Shop for a green home

28  |  Space it Up!
mPower offers financing for green 
upgrades

M O U N T A I N  L I F E
29  |  Nature’s Corner
A tiny critter indicates climate change

T A P  C A L E N D A R
30  |  What’s Happening? 
Featured community events and 
announcements

30  |  Get Out & Go
Rebuilding and fix-it workshops at the 
Roundhouse

32  |  Get Out & Go
Basket weaving at North Tahoe Arts

S P O R T S  &  O U T D O O R S
33  |  Skiing in a Warming World
Climate change could make our ski 
seasons substantially shorter.

S O U L  K I T C H E N 
35  |  Easy Being Green
Make a few small changes

A R T S  &  C U L T U R E
36  |  Savvy Stacks
How Truckee can help the climate

37  |  Feel Good
Ashley Wiley teaches photography

Y O U R  C A N V A S
38  |  Puzzle Page
Crossword; Sudoku; The Stars;  
Caption This

39  |  Parting Shot
Ice skating with Bob Wright

O P I N I O N
4  |  Do Tell
The climate, it is a-changin’.

10  |  My Shot; Shine On
Use tai chi to save your back shoveling 
this winter; good snow tires, certainly 
not great snow tires

12  |  My Shot; Shine On
Engaging in activism can help curb 
your climate anxiety; not swerving, just 
sliding

13  |  My Shot; Readers Reflect
No one denies the planet is warming, 
but let’s do a reality check; we don’t 
need later start times; Truckee has a 
garbage problem

N E W S
8  |  Editor’s Note
Stay the course

14  |  You Asked. They Answered.
How much snow your roof can handle; 
wage stagnation; and why the CHP 
building is so large

20  |  News Briefs
Short-term rental rundown 
released; Bridge Street to see traffic 
improvements; special senate election 
approaches; February officially snowiest 
month in Tahoe ski resort history; and 
more

22  |  In the Past
When Tahoe was named after a pro-
slavery governor

23  |  Business Feature
Sierra Business Council combats climate 
change 

24  |  Business Briefs
Truckee’s Treat Box and JoAnne’s 
Stained Glass closing; new lifts coming 
to Squaw Alpine; Tahoe City comfort 
food restaurant opens; physical therapy 
business opens near airport

N I P  4V I N T A G E  1 7

ON THE READY: Wildland firefighters like Chief Bryan Farrell commit to being deployed throughout 
the state when duty calls. Read more, p. 18. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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I practice tai chi. 
When I tell people 
that, they usually 
imagine that I must 
always be soft and 
gentle. I do aspire 
to always be so, but 
tai chi assists in 
dealing with gravity, 
it does not eliminate 
gravity, and as we all 
know, Sierra cement requires 
patience, not necessarily 
softness and gentleness. 

Tai chi is known as a secular 
meditation — which is even 
applicable to shoveling. 
When I tell people I practice 
tai chi, they generally think 
it must be nice, but it’s not 
for them. Shoveling Sierra 
cement, for example, takes 
exertion they tell me. This 
is exactly why you need 
tai chi — to balance that 
exertion and eliminate the 
potential tension from the 
very yang activity of moving 
snow. When I am shoveling, 
I always look forward to the 
balance of tai chi to heal. 

Use these tai 
chi principles 
to shovel more 
effectively:

• Tai chi is 
focused on 
pushing and 
pulling. Use this 
modality when 
tossing snow 

and carrying it from one 
place to another. One arm 
is pushing, the other is 
countering the pressure in 
order to increase the force 
with minimal tension. 

• Our arms are too smart for 
our own good. Utilize your 
back and core with proper 
structure as much as 
possible. If 10-foot berms 
do not prevent you from 
doing so, toss the snow 
over your shoulder.

• Utilize the 70 percent 
rule. Practice relaxing 
after about 70 percent 
of the time it takes to be 
tired, by shoveling loads of 

about 70 percent of your 
maximum shovel load, and 
using about 70 percent of 
the force it takes to reach 
tension.

• Again, relax. Utilize struc-
ture over strength. Use 
your big muscles without 
unneeded tension. 

• Be rooted and activate 
your legs. One of the most 
crucial lessons in tai chi — 
and hucking Sierra cement 
— is expressed in the tai 
chi saying, “The move-
ment is rooted in the feet, 

powered with your legs, 
controlled with your waist, 
and merely expressed with 
your hands — or shovel.”

• Finally, breathe and medi-
tate. Take time to breathe. 
Focus on your mantra, 
whatever it may be. This 
time of year, instead of 
“Om Mani Padme Hum,” 
I sometimes chant, “Oh, 
melt around my home.” 
Breathe and remember it’s 
going to melt anyway, and 
before that, it’s likely going 
to snow more so, as much 
as possible, let it go.  

“Before enlightenment, chop 
wood, carry water, (and 
shovel). After enlightenment, 
chop wood, carry water, (and 
shovel).” 
~ Zen Koan

~ Ethan Indigo Smith shovels, 
writes books, and teaches 
tai chi at For Goodness 
Sake. 

OPINION

MY SHOT
By Ethan Indigo Smith

The Tai Chi of 
Shoveling

Practice restraint, relaxation, 
and save your back during 

this record winter

 
8 6 1 3 7 4 9 5 2
5 3 7 9 1 2 4 6 8
2 9 4 8 5 6 1 7 3
1 4 5 2 6 8 7 3 9
9 2 8 1 3 7 5 4 6
3 7 6 5 4 9 8 2 1
7 5 2 6 8 1 3 9 4
4 8 9 7 2 3 6 1 5
6 1 3 4 9 5 2 8 7

SOLUTION TO SUDOKU, P. 38

Solution to Crossword: 
S T E P S L I T M A S S
T U T O R P A T H O B I T
U N C L E A S S O C I A T E
B E H E M O T H R U S S I A

C O D E P O R T E N D
T O W A R D B R U T E
S K I T S S L A G N A P E
A R K E M P A T H Y B U S
R A I L E A S T U S U R P

O P A R T F L A T L Y
R E D W I N E B E E N
E Y E L E T F I E L D D A Y
A R M A D I L L O O B A M A
L I O N M A A M G A M E R
M E N D E D G E R E N D

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD, P. 38

“NEVER BE 

COOL. NEVER 

TRY AND BE 

COOL. NEVER 

WORRY WHAT 

THE COOL 

PEOPLE THINK. 

HEAD FOR THE 

WARM PEOPLE. 

LIFE IS WARMTH. 

YOU’LL BE COOL 

WHEN YOU’RE 

DEAD.”

~ MATT HAIG

eyeliner
22 Years of Experience

Permanent Make-Up with Melody

Lifetime Member

Melody Meng  •  Mane Attraction
10466 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee  •  (530) 587-6263

maneattraction.biz/permanent-makeup
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RE SERVAT I O NS H I GH LY RECO M M EN D ED

DOWNTOWN HISTORIC TRUCKEE  |  530.587.4694  |  10096 DONNER PASS ROAD
P i a n e t a R e s t a u r a n t T r u c k e e . c o m

Fine Dining Restaurant
Italian Restaurant

& Truckee Restaurant

VOTED BEST

H I S T O R I C  D O W N T O W N  T R U C K E E
—  S I N C E  1 9 8 9  —

530 -587- 4 4 4 6  |   w h i te b u f fa l ot r u c ke e.co m
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It’s snowing! Even 
if, by chance, it’s 
not actively coming 
down as you read 
this, it is likely that 
your life has been 
focused around 
snow for the past 
month with daily 
snow removal, chal-
lenging road travel, 
and excellent skiing. Caught up 
in all this work and fun, climate 
change may have moved to the 
backburner of your mind, in 
stark contrast to the drought 
years when we worried that it 
may never snow again in Tahoe.

Those of us concerned about 
climate change know storms 
like these are not an indication 
that climate change is a myth. 
Climate is concerned with 
long-term trends, not weather, 
and the trends are clear. 
This wonderful community 
of Truckee is ahead of the 
curve on climate awareness, 
conscious consumerism, and 
local policy, but many of us 
whose livelihoods and personal 
passions rely on snowpack still 
feel helpless. Not long ago I 
felt this way, but my view has 
shifted since becoming politi-
cally involved. Sure, I’d rather 

ski with my friends than 
call my congressperson, 
but guess what? You 
can do both!

A recent New York 
Times article echoed my 
opinion. “Conscious con-
sumption is a cop-out, a 
neoliberal diversion from 
collective action, which 

is what is necessary,” the article 
stated. “People should try to live 
by their own values, about cli-
mate as with everything else, but 
the effects of individual lifestyle 
choices are ultimately trivial 
compared with what politics 
can achieve.” Making sacrifices 
that may not make a difference 
had me feeling depleted and 
defeated. Sound familiar? Taking 
political action is the remedy to 
this affliction.

Conveniently, politics is 
suddenly on fire with climate 
change! This past November, 
Congress put forward the 
Energy Innovation and Carbon 
Dividend Act. The bipartisan 
bill will put a price on carbon 
pollution and return the 
proceeds to the pockets of 
Americans. This policy has been 
heavily researched and is not 
only the most effective way to 

curb emissions, but also touts 
substantive economic and social 
benefits. On Feb. 7, the Green 
New Deal, a set of proposed 
economic stimulus programs 
that aim to address climate 
change and economic inequal-
ity, was proposed by U.S. Rep. 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, and 
is rapidly gaining popularity 
with the public.

These solutions are hot and 
fresh on the table, making it an 
exciting time to engage and be 
a part of the transition to clean 
energy. So, here’s what you can 
do: Write a letter to your mem-
ber of Congress asking them to 
support the Energy Innovation 
and Carbon Dividend Act. If 

you are a business owner or 
community leader, you can go 
to energyinnovationact.org/
endorse and endorse the act 
yourself. A great way to easily 
keep up with these policies is 
by connecting with Protect Our 
Winters. They do the research 
for you and send occasional 
action opportunities that truly 
push policy in the right direc-
tion. I also recommend joining 
Citizens Climate Lobby’s North 
Tahoe Chapter for our next 
monthly meeting, Wednesday, 
March 20 at 6 p.m. at the 
Truckee Tahoe Airport building.

My perspective has shifted 
from anxiety about climate to 
gratitude for the opportunity to 
be a part of this amazing transi-
tion that is happening over my 
lifetime. I encourage you to 
view your contribution not as 

a grim duty, but as a satisfying 
act of expression and joy, you 
know, like powder skiing. 
And I leave you with a quote 
from Thich Nhat Hanh, as 
spoken at the United Nations 
Framework Convention on 
Climate Change: “Cherishing 
our precious Earth — falling 
in love with the Earth — is not 
an obligation. It is a matter of 
personal and collective happi-
ness and survival.” Sounds good 
to me.

~ Diana Hitchen grew up in 
Berkeley and now calls Truckee 
home. As a climber, skier, and 
hydrologist, she spends a lot 
of time outdoors. Hitchen is a 
member of Citizens Climate 
Lobby, and deeply believes that 
an essential part of being an 
outdoor enthusiast is protecting 
what we love.

OPINION

A Climate for 
Change

Engaging in activism can help 
curb your climate anxiety

MY SHOT
By Diana Hitchen
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Michael R Murphy, CFP®
Financial Advisor

12020 Donner Pass Rd Suite 102
Truckee, CA 96161
530-587-2672

READERS REFLECT
Submit letters to editors@
moonshineink.com.

In response to opinion piece, 
We Need Later Start Times
Hardship for Parents
I do not think elementary 
school working parents should 
take on the burden of paying 
for even more before-school 
care than they do right now, 
so high schoolers can sleep 
30 minutes longer. Unless the 
district will front the bill for this 
(really?! elementary school start 
time will be at 9:30 a.m.?!?!) 
added expense, or retool their 
transportation bus routes so 

elementary school kids aren’t 
affected, this whole initiative 
places unassociated burden to 
parents of younger children, 
specifically parents who have 
jobs and need to report to work 
before 10 a.m.!!!!!!

~ Itap1926, Truckee, via 
website

In Response to A Rising 
Tahoe Tide Lifts All
This makes me so happy. 

 Thanks @moonshineink 
for supporting and covering 
your local businesses :) 
This is the stuff we want to 
read!!!!

~ @tine6848, via Instagram
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Abraham Lincoln 
told the story of 
boarding with 
the family of a 
Presbyterian 
minister on the 
night of the great-
est meteor shower 
ever recorded in 
North America. He 
was awakened by 
the minister who 
shouted, “Arise Abraham, for 
the heavens are falling and the 
day of judgment has arrived.” 
But Lincoln noticed that 
despite the hysteria around 
him and the chaos above him, 
he could still see the familiar 
constellations fixed in the sky, 
and he knew the world was not 
about to end.

No one denies that our planet 
is warming, carbon dioxide 
levels are increasing, and ocean 
levels are rising. But before we 
run screaming into the night, 
let’s also do a quick reality 
check. The sky isn’t falling.  

Global warming (and cooling) 
is nothing new: Our planet 
has been warming on and off 
since the last ice age. There 
have been periods throughout 
both recorded history and 
pre-history when scientists 
tell us temperatures were 
much hotter (and colder) than 
they are today. Science tells 
us that carbon dioxide levels 
have varied widely throughout 
the planet’s history, and have 
often been many times higher 
than today. Science tells us 
that at the end of the last ice 
age, ocean levels were 400 
feet lower than they are today 
and the modern rise has been 
steady, small, and doesn’t cor-
relate to carbon dioxide levels. 
In the Caribbean, where 
continuous hurricane records 
date back to 1690, hurricane 
frequency dropped 20 percent 
in the last century.

And despite what we are told, 
there is a vigorous debate 
within the scientific com-
munity over how much human 
activity influences climate 
compared with vastly more 
powerful natural forces that 

have driven climate 
change for 4.5 billion 
years. As Chicken 
Little belatedly 
discovered, there is a 
big difference between 
an acorn and the sky.

Science thrives on 
civil and dispassionate 
debate. When someone 
tells you the debate 

is over, that dissent should 
be forbidden and dissenters 
should be personally attacked 
— that’s not a scientist talking 
— that’s a politician.  

We also need to consider the 
enormous costs that the left 
would impose on each of our 
families in pursuit of its “Green 
New Deal.” We already have 
a taste of these policies in 
California, where carbon taxes 
have produced among the 
highest electricity and gasoline 
prices in the United States 
and contributed to the nation’s 
highest effective poverty rate.

This doesn’t mean we can’t 
find common ground. There 
are many ways to reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions 
and adapt to our changing 
climate that are desirable in 
themselves, quite apart from 
the debate over the causes of 
the Modern Warm Period.  

For example, nuclear power 
plants and hydro-electric dams 
offer abundant and reliable 
power with no carbon dioxide 
emissions at far lower costs 
and with far smaller ecological 
footprints than wind and solar.

If we can store less moisture 
in the mountains as snow 
because of warming tempera-
tures, doesn’t it make sense to 
build more reservoirs to save 
that water rather than lose it 
to the ocean?

OPINION

MY SHOT
By U.S. Rep. Tom  
McClintock

It is OK to be not OK. 
This winter has been di icult for so many of us, and 

there are resources to help. If you feel abnormally tired, 
if you’re getting way too little sleep or an extraordinary 

amount, if you have loss of appetite or extra weight 
gain. If you are pulling away from social situations or 

you feel sad or depressed ... 

There are people for you 
to talk to, text, or learn from. 

YOUR COMMUNITY IS HERE FOR YOU.

IF YOU’RE STRUGGLING 
THIS WINTER, 

YOU’RE NOT ALONE.

CALL: 1-800-273-TALK (24/7 NATIONAL LIFELINE)

TEXT CRISIS LINE:
(CALIFORNIA) “START” TO 741741

(NEVADA) “ANSWER” TO 839363

FIND RESOURCES: WWW.TAHOELIFELINE.ORG

If oceans are rising, doesn’t 
it make sense to phase out 
flood insurance subsidies that 
encourage people to build in 
flood plains by hiding the risk?

Last year’s California wildfires 
pumped 68 million metric 
tons of carbon dioxide into the 
atmosphere, making a mockery 
of carbon dioxide restrictions. 
Doesn’t it make sense to 
harvest excess timber before 
it can choke off the forest and 
burn? Doesn’t it make sense to 

manage our forests to match 
the tree density to the ability of 
the land to support it? Doesn’t 
it make sense to space trees so 
that snow isn’t trapped in dense 
canopies to evaporate before it 
can reach the ground?

And if we can’t agree on these 
measures, then how seri-
ously are we really taking the 
purported apocalypse? 

~ Tom McClintock is the U.S. 
representative for California’s 
4th Congressional District, 
which includes the people of 
California’s historic Gold 
Country and Sierra Nevada, 
and stretches from Lake Tahoe, 
through Yosemite Valley and on 
to Kings Canyon. Prior to his 
election to Congress in 2008, 

McClintock served 22 years in 
the California legislature, where 
he became one of its most-
recognized conservative leaders.

The Sky’s Not Falling
No one denies the planet is warming, 

but let’s do a reality check

Custom Sized Art 
for Any Location, 
Visit our Friendly 

Gallery in 
Downtown Truckee!

9940 Donner Pass Rd, Truckee
530-582-0557

TheCarmelGallery.com

CORRECTION
Bonnie River, founding 
principal of Golden Valley 
Charter — Tahoe School, was 
incorrectly identified in our 
Feb. 14 edition. Moonshine 
Ink regrets the error.
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Grateful Gardens
L AN DSC APE & S N OW S E RV I CE S CO NTR AC TO R

OFFERING SNOW REMOVAL
Walkways 0 Stairs 0 Decks 

Hot Tub 0 Berms with  
Handcrews & Snowblowers
Commercial & Residential

gratefulgardens.biz
Call us for a FREE estimate 530/550-9372
You dream it. We make it happen.

I know most of 
our roofs are 
designed to 
handle snow, but 
how much?  

The recent storm 
systems have dropped 
a substantial amount 
of snow in the Greater 
Tahoe Area, including 
the Town of Truckee. 
Many residents have 
contacted the Building 
Division asking how 
much snow their roof 
or deck can handle 
before they need to 
shovel. Here are rules 
of thumb to calculate the 
anticipated snow depth for a 
roof — if you find the snow on 
your roof exceeds that depth, 
find a way to safely clear it:

•   Go to townoftruckee.com, 
follow the Government tab 
to the Building and Safety 
page, then click on the 
Snow Load Design link on 
the left of the page. This will 
lead you to a map with the 
ground snow load for your 
parcel.

•   Multiply the ground snow 
load by 0.7 to obtain the 
approximate roof snow load. 

•   Divide the roof snow load 
by 25 pounds per cubic foot 
of snow density to obtain 
the anticipated snow depth.

Example:

The ground snow load for the 
Moonshine Ink office is 169 
pounds per square foot.

The approximate roof snow 
load = 0.7 x 169 = 118 
pounds per square foot.

The anticipated snow depth for 
the roof = 118 / 25 = 4.7 feet.

Here are the warning signs 
that there may be too much 
snow on a roof or deck:
•   Doors or windows have 

become difficult to open
•   Cracking in drywall
•   Beam deflection (sagging)
•   Walls or posts out of plumb
•   Displaced deck beams 

or joists at connections 
(commonly due to dry rot)

~ Town of Truckee Building 
Department

Wages seem to be 
stagnating in Truckee/
Tahoe and across the 
country. Pew Research 
Center reported last 
year that U.S. wages 
are “essentially back at 

1974 levels.” What 
is the cause of 
this and how is it 
impacting our local 
workforce?

It is notable that U.S. 
wages have been 
backpedaled to the 
era in which their 
course was set. It 
was the early 1970s 
when a collection of 
free market tax and 
investment policies was 
adopted that failed to 
encourage, let alone 
require, that increases 
in a company’s 

productivity and profit be 
shared equitably with workers.

At the same time, workers’ 
power to organize in an effort 
to require more equitable 
distribution of wealth was 
curtailed. These factors have 

combined to create ever-
greater income inequality. 

Locally, this is driving labor 
shortages, a housing crisis, 
and increased greenhouse 
gas emissions as more and 
more workers excluded from 
the region by housing prices 
drive into the community for 
employment. 

To get back to a more 
equitable system that serves 
the triple bottom line — 
improving our community, the 
environment, and generating 
profit at the same time — we 
need deep and fundamental 
tax reform. We also need a 
local economic development 
strategy focused on rebuilding 
the next generation of 

middle-class jobs, promoting 
entrepreneurship and 
ownership, and diversifying 
our economy well-beyond 
snow. Without such action, 
we can anticipate income 
inequality to continue to grow. 
The economy should serve the 
nation and the community; the 
nation should not solely serve 
the economy. 

~ Steve Frisch, president, 
Sierra Business Council

Our different offices publish 
information at the state and 
Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(MSA) level — an urban area 
of 50,000 people or more — 
although we do not have wage 
information for the Truckee/
Tahoe region level in particular. 
While we are happy to share 
data relating to earnings and 
employment, we do not further 
interpret this data as far as 

causes of wage stagnation and 
its effect on a region. Info: 
bls.gov/ces/, (202) 691-6559, 
sminfo@bls.gov

~ Jide Adebowale, economist, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics

~ Editor’s note: Pew Research 
Center declined to comment 
beyond referring to the 
contents of the above quoted 
article, which can be found 
at pewresearch.org under 
the headline: For most U.S. 
workers, real wages have 
barely budged in decades. 
A Pew employee stated that 
the article “refers to several 
possible reasons, but doesn’t 
surmise any of them are the 
reason” for wage stagnation.

The new California 
Highway Patrol building 
being built on Donner 
Pass Road at the Pioneer 
roundabout seems 
massive. Why is the 
project so large and when 
is the completion date?

That’s a great question and 
really the answer is twofold. 
First and foremost, new CHP 
buildings are being constructed 
for an estimated 50 years of 
use. A lot of time was invested 
looking into the area we work 
in here in Truckee and North 
Lake Tahoe to see what our 
population was and what our 
potential growth was. With that 
being said, the forecast is for 
our staff to grow over the next 
50 years and this facility gives 
us the ability to expand.  

Secondly, there are many 
things that are required 

in any newly constructed 
state facilities that were not 
required in 1967 when the 
last building was built, such 
as a lactation room and a 
training room for officer safety 
training/fitness. Also, our job 
has substantially changed over 
the last 50 years. We handle 
much more general crime 
these days, which leads to 
the need of bigger evidence 
rooms, training rooms, etc. 

Estimated opening date was 
late April, but obviously the 
weather has affected that, so 
we figure sometime in the 
summer.

~ Pete Mann, CHP public 
information officer, Truckee  

You Asked.
They Answered.

HOW MUCH SNOW YOUR ROOF CAN HANDLE; 
WAGE STAGNATION; AND WHY THE CHP BUILDING 
IS SO LARGE

TIME TO BREAK OUT THE SHOVEL: Use the handy 
equation included in this story to determine if your roof is 
in danger of collapsing. If your snow load is more than the 
answer you find, it’s time to hire an insured snow removal 
professional. Courtesy photo

CHP FORTRESS: The new 25,000-square-foot CHP facility has an estimated completion time of Summer 2019,  
and a $35 million price tag. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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In 2017, following one of the wet-
test winters in decades, California 
burned. Last November, far 

beyond fire season’s typical boundar-
ies, it burned again in the Camp Fire 
and we watched as tens of thousands 
of structures were lost and lives 
irreparably changed. After the tragedy, 
fingers were pointed — PG&E, 
inadequate fire funding, poor for-
est management … But 
during California’s most 
destructive summer of 
wildfire, the state released 
its Fourth Climate Change 
Assessment, which named 
another cause. The study 
indicated that roughly half 
of the wildfire danger we 
are currently facing can 
be attributed to climate 
change.

Wildfire is the most 
recognizable climate-
related threat the region 
is facing, but it’s not the 
only one. Rising snow 
levels have far-reaching 
consequences, including 
the  risk of major flooding. 
Paradoxically, in spite of 
the added moisture, drought remains 
an ever-present danger. This commu-
nity is one of many on the front lines 
of climate change, and one thing is 
certain — life in the mountains is set 

to change. Here, we look at some of 
the direct effects of climate change on 
the region thus far and what is in-store 
for the future.

HAS THE TRAIN  
LEFT THE STATION?
By the end of the century, the state 
climate assessment warns, snowpack 
will “likely be eradicated” below 6,000 
feet, and reduced by about 60 percent 
across much of the range. “Climate 

change is already underway in the 
Sierra Nevada region,” the study 
says, “affecting heat and precipitation 
extremes, with long-term warming 

trends, declining snowpacks, and 
changes in streamflow timing.” All 
changes occur, the study says, even if  
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions are 
curbed early.

“It’s the extremes and the variability,” 
said Andy Rost, associate professor 
and chairman of the Department of 
Science and Technology at Sierra 
Nevada College. “We’re getting wetter 
winters and hotter summers and 

they’re happening closer 
and closer to each other. 
And with that we’re also 
getting more extreme 
[weather] events as the cli-
mate system destabilizes.” 

Rost clarified that while 
temperature increases 
in the region have been 
expected and recorded, it 
is uncertain what kind of 
moisture trend will occur 
in the Tahoe region. It 
rests in a transition zone 
between the Southwest, 
which is predicted to 
become drier over time, 
and the Northwest, 
which is becoming wetter. 
According to Rost, it looks 
like we are trending toward 
the latter for the time 

being — but the jury is out on how 
long that trend holds.

BY SAGE SAUERBREY
Moonshine Ink

On the Front Lines of Climate Change
The effects of rising global temperatures on this Sierra Nevada paradise are profound and immediate

ALL ABOUT WATER: Climate change is affecting the Sierra Nevada in many ways, but they all seem to be rooted in water. Whether there is too much of 
it, or not enough, the region is braced for change. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

TWO CHOICES
In spite of what has already 
occurred it is still possible to 
mitigate some of the bleak 
forecasts being made by 
scientists today, but it will take a 
concerted movement. The climate 
assessment paints a contrasting 
picture of California’s future 
framed through two potential 
alternatives. The first is the do-
nothing scenario, RCP8.5, in which 
the GHG emissions that have 
contributed to our warming global 
temperatures are not stabilized 
until the year 2100 and never 
reduced. The second, RCP4.5, 
maps out a future in which we 
begin GHG reductions by 2040 
and reduce them to manageable 
levels by 2080.

NEWS

See FRONT LINES p. 16

DRIED OUT: California’s Fourth Climate Change Assessment has attributed 
roughly half the current fire danger to global warming. As temperatures rise and 
the snowpack shrinks, the forests of the Sierra Nevada are drying out and trees 
are dying in the hundreds of millions. This fire rolled through a ridgline on the 
south side of Emerald Bay 2016. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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DROUGHT ON ONE HAND, 
FLOOD ON THE OTHER
There’s a catch-22 associated with 
wetter winters: Although we may 
trend toward more precipitation, it’s 
not equating to drought resilience. 
Due to the rising snow levels, much 
of the spring runoff happens earlier in 
the year, and for less overall time. 

Steph McAfee, associate professor at 
University Nevada Reno and deputy 
state climatologist, equates the snow-
pack in the Sierra Nevada to a massive 
reservoir — a frozen water source with 
a relatively predictable runoff that we’ve 
designed much of our water supply infra-
structure around — but it’s shrinking. 

“If not as much of the precipitation is 
coming as snow, if we’re getting rain 
instead or if it’s melting earlier, we 
don’t have that stored as long into the 
summer,” McAfee said. “We’re basically 
losing a reservoir. It’s not one we had to 
build but we’re losing it all the same.”

Has this begun to happen already? 
According to the North American 
Freezing Tracker, an online resource 
used to track snow levels around 

the world, the average snow level in 
Truckee for the month of March has 
risen more than 1,000 feet since 1950. 
The 10-year average was consistently 
around 7,000 feet over 60 years ago, 
but it began to rise in the 1980s and 
now sits near 8,250 feet. 

While snow levels are quantifiably ris-
ing, how much precipitation we receive 
is still very much in the air. The Sierra 
Nevada has always been an unpredict-
able region in terms of precipitation, 
with most years varying from 50 to 200 
percent of “normal,” according to the 
state climate assessment. 

Ironically, the same factors that 
increase our susceptibility to drought 
in any given year — the loss of water 
stored in the snowpack due to ris-
ing snow levels — can also lead to 
flooding, according to both Rost 
and McAfee. Rising temperatures 
increase the amount of moisture 
the atmosphere can hold, thus these 
hotter years have the potential to 
equal more precipitation and extreme 
storms, McAfee said. Combine this 
with increased likelihood of rain due 
to rising snow levels and we have 
possible massive rain-on-snow events, 

and therefore potential flooding. 

“Both with the increased potential for 
rain-on-snow events, and the pos-
sibility to have perhaps more intense 
precipitation at any time of year, 
flooding could be a concern,” McAfee 
said. “We’re in this kind of interesting 
position where we might see increases 
in both drought and flooding.”

FIRE — THE HAIRY, SMOLDERING 
ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM
Between 2012 and 2016, California 
experienced one of the most intense 
droughts in at least 1,000 years. 
According to environmental scientist 
and climate journalist Dana Nuccitelli, 
the drought was so destructive not 
simply due to low precipitation 
levels — they were low, but not 
record low — but due to record high 
temperatures. 

“[A UC Berkeley study] estimated 
that the high temperatures caused 
by global warming amplified the 
natural drought by about 25 percent,” 
Nuccitelli said. “So it took a bad 
drought and made it a record-breaking 
drought.”

The effects of this record-breaking dry 
spell will stretch on through the years, 
and have likely contributed to some 
of the catastrophic wildfires that have 
plagued the state since. According 
to the Sierra Nevada Conservancy, 
drought-related mortality has killed 
almost 110 million trees in the Sierra 
Nevada region as of 2017, each one 
more likely to burn.  

“Certainly since 2007, and more 
specifically in the last five years, we 
have seen increases in the length of 
fire season; how severe fire season 
is,” said North Tahoe Fire Protection 
District Chief Michael Schwartz. 
“With that the number of homes lost, 
the amount of acreage burned, and 
the amount of fatalities has been on a 
real rise.” Schwartz says the increased 
tree mortality is definitely a factor 
in increased wildfire danger in the 
Truckee/Tahoe region, as well as other 
factors such as temperature increases 
and the wind that comes with it. 
Decades of fire suppression also play 
a significant factor, see Fighting Fire 
with Fire, online.

As to whether this region is at risk of 
wildfire, Schwartz echoes the common 
statement that it’s not a matter of if, 
but when. He said you can take what 
happened in Paradise last year and 
Napa the year before and “overlay that 
on most of our communities and get a 
pretty good picture of what the effects 
here would be.” 

MITIGATION AND ADAPTATION
“There is already a certain amount of 
climate change baked in to what has 
already happened that we are not going 
to be able to reverse,” said Deirdre 
Henderson, lead for the Citizens 
Climate Lobby — North Tahoe Chapter. 
“There are lots of people who are now 
looking at climate adaptation, but we are 
working on climate mitigation.”

One of the primary goals of the 
Climate Lobby, of which the Tahoe 
chapter is one of 513 active chapters 
around the world, now includes sup-
porting legislation that puts a price on 
carbon — CO2 emissions being one of 
the leading causes of global warming. 
This includes finding support for HR 
763, or the Energy Innovation and 
Climate Dividends Act, a bipartisan bill 
which Climate Lobby economist Jerry 
Hinkle says would place a price on 
carbon that would then be transferred 
directly to the fund for the American 
people to help incentivize clean energy 
technologies and market efficiencies. 

“Generally speaking we know what 
to do: charge for polluting and return 
all the funds, and that bill is before 
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So how do we prepare? Both Schwartz 
and Placer County Detective Dave 
Hunt have a long list of ideas to this 
end. It starts with making your home 
as resilient to wildfire as possible. 
Creating defensible space around a 
home is essentially a more involved 
version of gardening, with many local 
resources available to learn best 
practices. Hunt said when he visited 
Paradise following last year’s fire, he 
noticed that many marijuana grow 
fields remained standing while the 
houses nearby burned down, simply 
because the growers had cleared an 
adequate buffer of green waste from 
around the plants but not their homes.

The second thing you can do is be 
ready for a fire at any time. “People 
have to be ready prepared for wildfire 

like they are for other disasters, 
whether it’s flood or earthquakes,” 
Schwartz said. This includes having 
a “go-pack” containing important 
documents and your most valuable 
possessions, keeping your gas tank full, 
and being ready to evac quickly in any 
condition including the dark, with no 
electricity. 

“You can’t predict it. You may have 
minutes and you may have hours,” 
Hunt said. “If you’re told to evac, 
evac.” He and Schwartz both agree 
that one of the most important 
things people in fire-endangered 
communities can do is heed early 
evacuation warnings. The detective 
said that in the event of a wildfire, the 
sheriff’s office would take on a role 
of unified command that coordinates 

with the local fire districts and over 
100 Tahoe Nordic Search and Rescue 
volunteers to follow a set of evacuation 
plans that were updated in the last 
year. He says the plan should be able 
to accomodate a large-scale rescue, 
but traffic can be impacted if evacuees 
wait until the last minute to heed the 
warnings.

“When you’re asked to voluntarily 
evacuate, it’s time to leave if you want 
to be able to leave with some stuff,” 
Schwartz said. “If you want to wait 
for mandatory evacuation then you’re 
going to have all those problems that 
people envision because if everybody 
waits — it’s kind of like that [traffic] 
if you’re trying to leave on a Sunday 
afternoon around here.”

TIME TO GO: Evacuation professionals 
North Tahoe Fire Chief Michael Schwartz 
and Placer County Detective Dave Hunt 

both agree one of the best things you can 
do to stay safe in the event of a fire is to 
e prepared to leave during the voluntary 

evacuation stage. If you wait until it is 
mandatory, it may already be too late. Photo 

courtesy Bryan Farrell

WILDFIRE: WHAT CAN I DO?
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All programs are open to the public. 

Innovative H E A LT H,  W E L L N E S S
& L I F E S T Y L E  Programs

10710 Donner Pass Rd
Truckee, CA 
530.587.3769 • tfhd.com

TAHOE FOREST
CENTER FOR HEALTH

Your Authentic Wellness – Free Workshops
2019 is the year to explore the power of you! In this FREE series of workshops, you will 
learn a variety of topics from experts in their fields. Whether it’s stress, insomnia, nutrition, 
lack of energy, feeling overwhelmed or general habit change, we have you covered!
2nd and 4th Thursday of the month; 5:15 pm - 6:30 pm
Thursday, March 28 - Food and Mood, with Jill Whisler, MS, RDN
Thursday, April 11 - Self Care for the Caregiver, with Jackie Griffin, RN

FREE Community Health Talk – Eat Real – Navigating Food 
Marketing Hype
Are you concerned about the meaning of marketing claims on food labels? Feeling 
confused every time you step into the yogurt, egg or other food aisles in the grocery store? 
Learn from registered dietitians how to shop with purpose and decipher which food claims 
are the most important for YOUR life.
Tuesday, March 19, 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm

Total Joint Class – FREE Workshop
This class is designed for individuals scheduled for total joint surgery, as well as for anyone 
who would like to learn more about these procedures.
Tuesday, March 19, 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm

A Mindful Morning Retreat
This workshop is based on the principals of Mindfulness Based Stress Reduction. Learn 
how to enhance qualities of self compassion, stress resilience and awareness. Practice 
mindful meditation, eating and movement. Open to all levels of experience and abilities. 
Saturday, April 13, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm; $25 fee; Please call to register.

For more Information or to register for any of these programs, please call 530-587-3769.

SALE

2 0 1 9

DEMO
SKIS & BOARDS

NOW!

ON

TAHOE CITY d TRUCKEE d KINGS BEACH d SQUAW VALLEY

www.TahoeDaves.com

Congress now on a bipartisan basis,” 
Hinkle said. “It’s not just a good thing 
to do, it’s not just for tree huggers, now 
it pays.” The act was introduced to the 
House of Representatives in January. 

Back at the local level, there are myriad 
green initiatives taking place at many 
levels — far too many to name here, 
but look out for 
a few included 
throughout this 
edition. Ski resorts 
Squaw Alpine 
and Northstar 
have both com-
mitted to 100 
percent renewable 
electricity among 
other sustainable 
initiatives, see p. 
33, and the Town 
of Truckee has also 
signed off on a 100 
percent renewable 
electricity by 2030 
goal, which we 
covered in-depth 
last March, see All 
Roads (hopefully) 
Lead to Renewable 
online. 

An important 
caveat here is that 

even if we curb emissions it is not 
looking likely to reverse or even halt 
the changes taking place. The Truckee/
Tahoe region will most likely need to 
practice both climate mitigation and 
adaptation looking forward. 

“Climate change action has got 
to be at every level,” said Erin 

DeLafontaine, a 
local activist who 
was instrumental 
in Truckee’s renew-
able energy pledge. 
DeLafontaine 
currently sits on 
Truckee’s General 
Plan Advisory 
Committee, 
where she hopes 
a climate action 
plan will take on a 
bigger role in the 
process, potentially 
even as its own 
document.

“Time is short, as 
you know from 
the fourth climate 
assessment we 
have a very small 
window here,” she 
said. 

THE MOST TO LOSE
Of all the demographics that will 
be impacted by climate change, 
it is the youth that stand to have 
the most to lose, according to 
Schools for Climate Action (S4CA). 
As of now, 32 school districts 
in five states have stood up to 
declare that climate change is 
a generational justice issue, 
celebrating and expanding their 
response to carbon emissions, 
and asking elected officials at 
all levels to take action. So far,  
both the TTUSD and the Washoe 
County School District have 
passed climate action resolutions. 
Another local youth movement, 
Climate Arts, is currently planning 
a series of “flash carnival” 
performances across the region 
and California to drive attention to 
climate change through art. Info: 
schoolsforclimateaction.weebly.
com, climatearts.org

THE LAW OFFICE OF

RACHEL M. CRUS
A Professional Corporation[ [

Divorce, Child Custody, Mediation, and Litigation
(530) 581-7700 | Tahoe City | office@cruslaw.com | cruslaw.com

Family Law Attorney

EXTREMES AND VARIABILITY: Between 2012 and 2016, 
California faced its worst drought in over 1,000 years. The next 

year, it flooded. Photo by Jeremy Jensen/Moonshine Ink

NEWS
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In November 2018, while 
away to fight several wildfires 
including the Camp Fire, 
Truckee resident and Cal Fire 
Chief Bryan Farrell received 
a call 
from his 
daughter. 
Looking 
out her window at Coldstream 
Canyon through the smoky 
veil that enveloped everything, 
she questioned her father 
about what would be left if a 
similar fire struck our com-
munity. Farrell didn’t know 
what to say.  

When the deadliest and most 
destructive fire in California’s 
history struck Butte County 
in 2018, 149,000-plus acres 
in the Golden State burned. 
In total, 8,527 fires erupted 
in California, claiming over 
1.8 million acres in 2018. As 
a wildland firefighter, Farrell 
has found himself deployed 

for increasingly long periods 
of time. He says the effects of 
this are felt at home by his wife 
and children, ages 4 and 10. 

Over his 28-plus-year career, 
climate and fire mitigation has 
changed. There is no longer 
any space in California where 
a “let it burn” policy is fea-
sible, which allows the crucial 
part of a natural fire cycle that 
clears the forest floor of brush 
and organic debris on its own. 
This contributes to more 
available brush to burn when 
fires do start, causing them to 
spread faster. 

Farrell and others are 
also finding themselves 
increasingly focused on 
human rescue, rather than 
putting out fires. 

“With the creep of the 
[human] populous into the 
wildlands … we’re running 
in to rescue first, and fire 

suppression second,” he says. 
“You’re taking the same 
personnel that would be able 
to put water on the fire and 
now … they’re treating burn 
injuries.” Farrell worries. 

In conjunction, more wildland 
firefighters are also exposed 
to structure fires, he says, 
where flame retardants, 
household chemicals, and 
building materials release 
dangerous chemicals that 
wildland firefighting gear is 
not designed to filter out. 

Dr. Louise Tolzmann, from 
San Fransisco’s Naturopathic 
Academy of Environmental 
Medicine, reported that 
“ingesting a tablespoon of 
ash from pressure-treated 
lumber is fatal to an adult.” 
Studies have also shown that 
firefighters who inhale smoke, 
particulate, and chemicals 
have higher risks of cancer, in 

some instances 100 percent 
greater.  

While wildfire season and 
occasional drought is normal 
in an ecosystem, Farrell 
has seen a huge change 
throughout his career in the 
characteristics of the fires 
he manages, the length of 
the droughts, and the rising 
temperatures. 

“We used to have pretty much 
defined fire seasons, June to 
October. That is no longer 
the case,” he says. “I have 
seen a dramatic increase in 
the number and significance 
of the wildland fires we’re 
responding to. I have no 
way to justify the increase in 
activity, severity, and intensity 
of what I’ve seen over the last 
28-plus years.” 

Although he has “never had a 
bad day of work,” Farrell does 
think a lot about the impacts 

of the fires he fights. 

“I constantly have to be faced 
with this dynamic of [seeing] 
the destruction of our natural 
resources. It always leads 
me to think of ‘what will my 
children see?’” he says. “The 
impact and long-term damage 
is forever present, because you 
see in an instant the change 
in short-range history, which 
in turn will affect long-range 
history … I’ve seen beautiful 
creeks filled with trout that 
are two days later filled with 
soot and burning debris.”

But, with snow on the ground, 
forming mountainous piles on 
dreamy white slopes amount-
ing to a skier’s fantasy, it’s 
hard to think about summer. 

Not so for Obexer’s Boat 
Company Manager Darren 
Kramer, who has witnessed 
some of the lowest and highest 
lake levels recorded in the 
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We’re 
Heating Up, 
People

ON ASSIGNMENT: 
The Ranch Fire 
pictured here, part 
of the Mendocino 
Complex Fires of 2018, 
drew resources from 
across California. Some 
woodland firefighters 
were deployed for up 
to a month during that 
season. Photo courtesy 
Bryan Farrell

CHIEF Bryan Farrell 
of Cal Fire believes 

in the motto of 
the department: 

“serve, safeguard, 
and protect.” But 
lately that motto 

has sent more 
wildland firefighters 
like Farrell into the 

flames of subsequent 
structure fires to 
rescue humans, 

diluting efforts to 
keep fires from 

spreading. Photo 
by Wade Snider/

Moonshine Ink

BY LE’A GLEASON
Moonshine Ink

Locals deal with the effects of a changing climate and what that means for Tahoe
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past hundred years drastically 
affect business. 

While fluctuations between 
drought and heavy snow years 
are somewhat normal, Kramer 
looks to the record books at 
long-term trends, and says it 
is the extreme fluctuations in 
weather lately that don’t make 
historical sense. 

It all starts in winter for the 
company, when moisture 
levels determine what will 
happen to the lake level in 
summer — a time period when 
Kramer says he has to make 
“12 months of revenue in five 
months.” 

A carefully planned boat ramp 
allows for lake access even 
in low water years, but the 
company’s slip customers with 
bigger boats cannot get in or 
out of the harbor. In the four 
years following the high of 
2010, the water level dropped 
drastically due to drought. 

In 2014, the water was so low 
that it became “our year to 
dredge,” Kramer remembers. 
Obexer’s revived a hydraulic 
trailer that had sat dormant 
since the mid-’90s, when the 
lake was the lowest it had 
been on record. They used 
it to load boats on and off 
the ramp but still needed to 
dredge the harbor entrance for 
slip customers. 

“[Planning it was] incredibly 
stressful. I can’t close off a 
harbor for two weeks or more 
to dredge and then let every-

thing settle,” he remembers. 
“I had a lot of sleepless nights 
during that time. [Think 
about] telling a customer who 
pays a premium for a slip that 
you’re not going to be able to 
get your boat in and out of the 
harbor during this time.” 

In normal years, the high 
water point on the lake is 
at 6,229 feet in elevation, 
and the low point is 6,223. 
In spring of 2014, the water 
sat at 6,221 feet, below it’s 
typical lowest point. Obexer’s 
was permitted to dredge the 
harbor entrance to enough 
depth for boats the clear the 
shallow shelf and make it out 
to deeper waters. 

That year, other marinas’ 
water was not deep enough 
to launch boats. Lake Forest, 
Meeks Bay, Kings Beach, and 
Tahoe Vista’s boat ramps were 
unusable. By fall, Cave Rock 
and Obexer’s were the only 
two marinas still suitable for 
launching boats. 

Now, sitting in his office in 
February 2019, surrounded by 
towering berms and seemingly 
never-ending snow falling 
outside, he’s worried about the 
opposite. 

“Right now, today, we’re 
going, ‘when are they going to 
start letting more water out?’ 
We’re about a foot from the 
high point. We have way more 

than a foot of runoff. If we get 
a big rain event, which can 
happen in winter, we’re very 
concerned.” he says. 

When the lake level is especially 
high, east wind events causing 
big waves can severely damage 
the dock. For Kramer, worry 
comes from the extremes. In 

the fall of 2016, the lake level 
went from the lowest it had 
been in a long time, to the 
peak, by winter 2017. 

“My understanding is that big 
of a fluctuation in one season 
has never happened,” he says. 
“I’m a believer that climate 
change very much does exist. 
But I also recognize that 
just because you have a very 
big or cold winter, or cold 
spells, doesn’t mean it’s over. 
I believe there’s going to be 
more extremes. It’s the [lack 
of] consistency that makes it 
stressful to live here.”

He believes that if resources 
are used wisely, we may be 
still be able to affect change, 
though. 

“I’m optimistic that there 
is enough technology and 
resources out there if we can 
shift our train of thought and 
[add] government funding … 
we have the resources to do 
more clean energy. We have 
to look at our kids and our 
grandchildren. Not just ‘what 
am I gonna have?’,” he says. 
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Locals
Lakefront Menu

3-Course $35
Sunday – Thursday

Excluding Holidays

Happy Hour
Daily

5 – 6pm

THERE’S TOO MUCH snow at Obexer’s Boat Company right now, which could suffer extensive dock damage if an east 
wind event causes high waves in already high water. Manager Darren Kramer is worried about the extreme highs and lows 
of moisture impacting the lake’s water level in recent years. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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Radical Well Being Coach
Law of Attraction, Radical  
Forgiveness & Radical Manifestation
530.414.1420 | forgivecoach@gmail.com 
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NEWS

1 Mountain Housing Council Releases  
White Paper on Short-Term Rentals
TRUCKEE
After nearly a year of research, data analysis, and 
community input, the Mountain Housing Council of 
Tahoe Truckee has released a white paper examining 
the short-term rental market in Truckee/North Tahoe. 
In the 51-page paper the MHC reports on the most 
current data and delivers the most thorough analysis of 
the issue the region has seen to date. The key findings 
of the report include:

•   There are 38,937 housing units in the region, not 
including condos and hotel-condos.

•   Of these units, approximately 60 percent are second 
homes, up from 52 percent in 2000.

•   Over 65 percent of the region’s total homes are 
vacant 50 percent of the time.

•   About 13 percent of the region’s housing units are 
registered as short-term rentals.

•   In the Town of Truckee, approxi-
mately 20 percent of housing units 
are long-term rented; in Eastern 
Placer County, the number is about 
8.6 percent.

•   STRs grew by 81 percent in the 
Town of Truckee and 33 percent in 
Placer County between 2012 and 
2018 — a portion of that growth can 
be attributed to bringing STRs into 
registration compliance.

•   STR concentrations vary widely by 
neighborhood. In Truckee, Glenshire 
accounts for 3 percent of the town’s 
short-term rentals, while Tahoe 
Donner accounts for 52 percent.

•   Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) 
collected from STRs accounts for 
60 percent of total TOT collected in 
Truckee and Eastern Placer County.

Find the full report at mountainhousingcouncil.org/
short-term-rentals/

2 Special Election Approaching  
for California’s First Senate District
PLACER COUNTY
The Placer County Elections Office has distributed 
voter information guides and sample ballots for the 
State Senate District 1 special primary election on 
March 26. Former Sen. Ted Gaines previously held 
the seat, but resigned after being elected to the State 
Board of Equalization. Locally, the First Senate District 

encompasses most of Placer County and portions of 
Nevada and El Dorado counties. Candidates include 
Republicans Kevin Kiley, Rex Hime, Brian Dahle, and 
Theodore Dziuba; and Democrats Steve Baird and 
Truckee local Silke Pflueger.

3 February Officially Snowiest Month  
in History at Local Resorts
LAKE TAHOE
When the tallies came in after a few last-minute storms, 
they confirmed what we all felt in our hearts and backs 
from 28 straight days of shoveling: February 2019 was 
officially the snowiest month in history at many of the 
local ski resorts. Sugar Bowl broke its previous record 
when it hit 267 inches of fresh on the 27th, Northstar 
topped out at 279 inches, Squaw Valley just cleared 
the 300-inch mark, and Homewood blew out the scales 
with 328 inches of the fluffy white stuff in the month of 
love. Some quick math — 328 inches is over 27 feet, or 
roughly a foot a day. Now we dig out.

4 Improvements Planned  
for Malfunction Junction
TRUCKEE
The Town of Truckee’s Reimagine Bridge Street: Linking 
Downtown project is exploring intersection improve-
ment alternatives for Bridge Street at the Donner Pass 
Road and East/West River intersections. The project 
will improve pedestrian safety and circulation and 
will maintain or improve current traffic operations. 
Project goals include improving pedestrian safety and 

circulation through 
sidewalks and at 
least one pro-
tected crosswalk 
including refuge 
islands, stop signs, 
or signals; maintain-
ing or improving traffic 
flow with or without a train 
present; designating a quiet zone, which would 
eliminate the requirement for engineers to sound the 
train horn when approaching the track crossing; and 
protecting historic buildings from being removed. To 
watch video simulations of each alternative action the 
project could pursue, take a public survey, and leave 
questions or comments, visit townoftruckee.com/
ReimagineBridgeStreet.

5 Draft Parks and Trails Master Plan  
Available for Public Input

PLACER COUNTY
The first-ever countywide Placer County 
Parks and Trails Master Plan draft is now 
available for public input through April. The 
plan reflects community input provided 
over a two-year planning process through a 
series of public workshops, online surveys, 
focus groups, and municipal advisory council 
meetings; and will provide a 10-year vision 
for the development and operation of parks, 
recreation opportunities, open space, and 
trail networks in the county. It is intended to 
reflect the recreational needs of individual 
communities, such as league play demands 
in Granite Bay and Loomis, and the need 
for connected trails for summer and indoor 
recreation during the winter in eastern Placer 
County. Community members are invited to 
provide feedback on the plan at upcoming 
municipal advisory council meetings or online 
at placerparksplan.com.

6 Kings Beach Center  
Developer Holds Public Input Meeting
KINGS BEACH
On March 5, Kings Beach developer Craig Clark held 
a community input meeting for feedback on the latest 
designs for the project, which recently added a mixed-
use commercial retail space on the ground floor with 
workforce housing above called the Eastern Gateway 
project.The vision for the Kings Beach Center is to 
include a 120-room hotel with ground floor parking, 
a public library and landscaped outdoor space with a 
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BRIDGE STREET CLUSTER: A Truckee Police officer checks in on a three-car accident at the Bridge 
Street and East/West River Street intersection in fall 2018. The Town of Truckee is currently looking 
for feedback on potential improvements to traffic flow and pedestrian safety in the area. Photo by 
Sage Sauerbrey/Moonshine Ink
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separate driveway and parking, general merchan-
dise and food service businesses with parking 
accommodations, and 20 condominiums located 
above the retail space with enclosed parking for 
residents. The vision for the Eastern Gateway 
project is 45 workforce housing units and 10,000 
square feet of mixed-use commercial and office 
space. Info: kingsbeachcenter.com

7 Mt. Rose Atoma Expansion Final 
Environmental Impact Report Released
SLIDE MOUNTAIN
The Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest has 
released the Mt. Rose Ski Tahoe Atoma Area 
Expansion draft Record of Decision and final 
Environmental Impact Statement for a 45-day for-
mal objection period. The selected “Alternative 
3” amends Mt. Rose Ski Tahoe’s existing special 
use permit by approximately 112 acres to 
incorporate a portion of the Atoma area located 
on the north side of Nevada State Route 431 
(Mount Rose Highway). This alternative allows the 
ski resort to build two chairlifts, 11 new ski trails, 
and restrooms in the Atoma area; a skier bridge 
across the highway to connect the main ski area 
to the new terrain; a water pipeline to provide 
new snowmaking coverage; and a 5-million-
gallon water tank to support snowmaking. 

8 Added Funding Provided for  
French Meadows Forest Treatment
PLACER COUNTY
The Placer County Board of Supervisors voted 
Feb. 26 on a resolution to move forward with 

a multi-agency partner-
ship project covering 
30,000 acres of public and 
private land around French 
Meadows Reservoir, west 
of Lake Tahoe. Specifically, 
the resolution approves a 
memorandum of agreement 
with the Sierra Nevada 
Conservancy to use $3.5 
million in multi-year grant 
funding from the California 
Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection. The 
project involves clearing 
underbrush, thinning smaller 
trees, removing biomass to 
renewable energy facilities, 
reforestation, restoring 
meadows, and using 
prescribed burns. 

9 Planning Commission to Review 
Truckee Art Haus — Railyard Theater 
TRUCKEE
The Planning Commission will be reviewing 
the Truckee Art Haus - Railyard Theater at its 
March 19 meeting. The staff report will be 
released five days before the hearing, on March 
14. The applicant is requesting to construct a 
12,130-square-foot,  three-screen movie theater 
and performing arts theater in the Truckee 
Railyard Master Plan Area. The large auditorium 
is about 3,057 square feet with 199 seats, the 
first small auditorium is 1,541 square feet with 95 

seats, and the second small auditorium is 1,363 square feet with 
84 seats. The theater would also function as a meeting hall/event 
center.

10 High-Tech Fight on Aquatic Invasive Plants  
in Lake Tahoe Shows Promising Results
LAKE TAHOE
Tahoe Resource Conservation District (Tahoe RCD), in collaboration 
with Inventive Resources, Inc., has found promising results using a 
new approach to combat aquatic invasive plants, one of the greatest 
threats to Lake Tahoe’s ecology and clarity. Results from the first-ever 
pilot project support initial laboratory findings that the application of 
ultraviolet-C (UV-C) light results in observed mortality of submerged 
aquatic plants. Most submerged aquatic plants treated with UV-C light 
exhibited signs of deterioration or complete collapsing within seven 
to 10 days following treatment. As a result, Tahoe RCD recommends 
continued use and analysis of ultraviolet light as a control tool at Lake 
Tahoe. Info: tahoercd.org/tahoe-aquatic-invasive-species-resources/

NEWS

475 NORTH LAKE BLVD., TAHOE CITY, CA  |  530-584-2431
Visit tahoearthauscinema.com for schedule, upcoming events & tickets.

THE COBBLESTONE CENTER

Captain Marvel
MARCH 8 – 28

LUNAFest 
MARCH 28

Dumbo
MARCH TBD

Shazam
APRIL TBD

Avengers: Endgame
APRIL TBD
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AN
D

MOVING IN, MOVING UP, MOVING ON
Jennifer Montgomery 
Leaves Board of Super-
visors to Lead Forest 
Management Task Force 
PLACER COUNTY
After more than 10 years of 
service in elected office, Placer 
County Supervisor Jennifer 
Montgomery announced in 
early March she is stepping 
down to accept an appoint-
ment by Gov. Gavin Newsom 
as director of the state’s Forest 
Management Task Force. 
Montgomery will start her new 
position April 1, concluding 
her service as supervisor March 
31. In her new position, she 
will coordinate efforts with 
all levels of government and 
private stakeholders to design 
and execute strategies to 
better manage California’s 
wildlands for public safety, natural resources, 
recreation, and protection of the environment.

Rick Dumas Appointed General 
Manager of Tahoe Mountain Club
TRUCKEE
Paradigm8 (P|8), the local developer that 
bought Tahoe Mountain Club in January, 
announced Feb. 8 that Rick Dumas has 
been appointed general manager of Tahoe 
Mountain Club. In this role, Dumas will be 
responsible for transitioning the operation of 
Tahoe Mountain Club amenities and programs 

to cash flow positive while 
simultaneously ensuring 
high-quality member experi-
ences continue. 

Community Hospital 
Welcomes New 
Physician
INCLINE VILLAGE
Incline Village Community 
Hospital is pleased to 
announce that Jonathan T. 
Hagen, MD, has joined its 
team. Hagen specializes in 
providing exceptional ortho-
pedic care for sports-related 
injuries and conditions, includ-
ing joint replacement, knees, 
orthopedic trauma, pediatric 
orthopedics, shoulder surgery, 
and hip replacements. His 
office in Incline Village is 
located at 880 Alder Ave., 2nd 

Floor. New patients are accepted. For appoint-
ments, call (775) 831-6200.

Tahoe Forest Health System Welcomes 
New Pediatric Nurse Practitioner
TRUCKEE
Tahoe Forest Health System is pleased to 
announce that Meggie Inouye, PNP, MN/
MPH, has joined their team at Tahoe Forest 
Pediatrics. Inouye’s office is located at 10956 
Donner Pass Rd., Suite 130, Truckee. New 
patients are accepted. For appointments, call 
(530) 587-3523.

OUTGOING SUPERVISOR: Jennifer 
Montgomery has left her position 
on the Placer County Board of 
Supervisors to lead a state forest 
management task force. The Placer 
County Charter requires that her 
vacancy be filled by a unanimous 
appointment by the remaining board 
members within 30 days of the 
vacancy.

DEVELOPMENT IN THE HEART OF KINGS BEACH: In February 2018 the Placer County Board of 
Supervisors approved the purchase and sale agreement for the 3.5-acre parcel on North Lake Boulevard in 
Kings Beach between Coon and Fox streets to become the Kings Beach Center. Courtesy photos

6
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The Bigler Blunder
When Tahoe was named after a pro-slavery governor

One of the truly horrific 
episodes in the long history 
of humans at Lake Tahoe 
was the renaming of the 
lake in 1854. Calling the 
most 
gorgeous 
and iconic 
alpine lake 
in the world “Bigler” has to 
rank with political bumbling 
worthy of the current 
administration. How did 
it happen? Who should be 
blamed? 

In 1844, Army Corps 
of Engineers explorer 
John Fremont reached 
a magnificent lake. He 
wrote: “With Mr. Preuss, I 
ascended today the highest 
peak to the right [Red Lake 
Peak]; from which we had a 
beautiful view of a mountain 
lake at our feet, about 15 
miles in length, and so 
entirely surrounded by 
mountains that we could not 
discover an outlet.” 

Fremont referenced it as 
“Mountain Lake” on his 
maps. Cartographer Charles 
Preuss, a member of his 
party, decided it should be 
Lake Bonpland after the 
noted French naturalist of 
the time. Bonpland did not 

really take and very few 
whites traveled to the lake 
anyway, so Mountain Lake 
was the common reference 
until the 1850s.

John Bigler was the third 
governor of California. 
Elected in 1851, he was 
renowned for being involved 
in the rescue of members of 
the Donner Party in 1852. 
His involvement is some-
what murky; he may have 
financed a rescue attempt, 
or he may have actually 
made a rescue attempt. 

Bigler won an unprecedented 
second term in a close elec-
tion in 1853. His supporters, 
drunk on victory and prob-

ably other spirits, proposed 
to name the beautiful lake 
after him and the legislature 
did so in 1854.

Politics being what they 
were at the time, an oppo-
nent was quoted as saying: 
“Gentlemen, you have all 
heard of Lake Bigler, the 
most beautiful sheet of 
water on earth; it lies among 
the mountain tops of the 
Sierras, but JOHN BIGLER 
lies all over the state.” 

With the War Between the 
States heating up, Bigler’s 
pro-slavery Southern sympa-
thies did not sit well with the 
California electorate and he 
was defeated for a third term.

His political opponents took 
on the task of changing the 
lake’s name. Dr. Henry De 
Groot is sometimes credited 
with naming it Tahoe, 
though some say there was 
an effort that pronounced it 
Ta-hoo or even Tay-Hoo.

The name of the Jewel of 
the Sierra was the same for 
hundreds of years before 
whites came. The shoreline 
was called “Da ow a ga” 
and was the “giver of life” 
for the Washoe people who 
lived here in the temperate 
months and returned to the 
Washoe Valley in the winter. 
“Da ow” was a contraction 
referring to the lake itself, 
the way we refer to “going 
to the lake” today.

Mark Twain railed against 
the name Tahoe. In a 
Territorial Enterprise post 
of September 1863, he 
ranted, “I hope some bird 
will catch this grub the next 
time he calls Lake Bigler 
by so disgustingly sick 
and silly a name as ‘Lake 
Tahoe.’ I have removed the 
offensive word from his 
letter and substituted the 
old one, which at least has 
a Christian English twang 
about it whether it is pretty 
or not. Of course Indian 
names are more fitting 
than any others for our 
beautiful lakes and rivers, 
which knew their race ages 

ago, perhaps, in the morn-
ing of creation, but let us 
have none so repulsive to 
the ear as ‘Tahoe’ for the 
beautiful relic of fairy-land 
forgotten and left asleep in 
the snowy Sierras when the 
little elves fled from their 
ancient haunts and quitted 
the earth … ‘Tahoe’ — it 
sounds as weak as soup for 
a sick infant. ‘Tahoe’ be 
— forgotten!”

There are many other epi-
thets in the original essay. 
I have left it to the reader 
to review as there are also 
several racist comments.

The Nevada Daily Transcript 
wrote in June 1863: “It 
is proposed to drop the 
name of Bigler from the 
lake among the Sierras and 
adopt the Indian name of 
Tahoe. Good idea. Why the 
finest sheet of water in the 
mountains should be named 
after a fifth-rate politician 
we have never been able to 
see. Let’s call it Tahoe … 
Who don’t say Tahoe?”

It’s fitting that the Washoe 
name remains the name of 
the most beautiful alpine 
lake in North America. 
Given their propensity for 
scandal and controversy, 
naming beautiful places for 
politicians is at best a silly 
mistake, at worst a national 
embarrassment. 

SECOND THOUGHTS:  
As the Civil War waged on, 
the California electorate 
decided it did not want 
one of its most treasured 
natural wonders to be 
named after a pro-slavery 
Southern sympathizer, and 
Lake Bigler was officially 
changed to Lake Tahoe. 
We think the latter has 
a much nicer ring to it. 
Photo courtesy Wiki 
Commons

BY PAT DILLON
Moonshine Ink

In the Past
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Real Battle on Climate Change in the Region
For over two decades Sierra Business Council has protected our land 

and its people by actively combatting climate change

In the last two decades, 
roughly $250 million in 
conservation funding has 
poured into the Sierra 
Nevada, and locally 
based Sierra Business 
Council can claim a large 
part of the credit. Since 
1994, the nonprofit has 
been on the forefront of 
combatting climate change 
in the region by securing 
conservation of land and 
driving direct investments 
for energy efficiency, both 
in small businesses and 
government policy. Its three 
different teams — business 
innovation, government 
advocacy, and climate 
mitigation — continually 
create lasting progress for 
our community. 

“We need both government 
policy and [the] private 
sector to direct change for 
combatting climate change,” 
said Steve Frisch, president 
of the SBC. “That’s core to 
our philosophy: business 
needs to drive change in 
our community. Most of the 
money in our community 
is controlled by private 
sectors, so how do we 
help them combat this 
successfully?”  

One of the key projects 
SBC’s climate mitigation 
team works on is compiling 
greenhouse gas emission 
inventories, energy 
action plans, and climate 
action plans from local 
governments. When they 
do an inventory, they’re 
essentially cataloging 
local government 
and community-wide 
greenhouse gas emissions, 

then creating a strategy for 
reducing those emissions 
to meet state targets in the 
future. SBC has completed 
emissions inventories 
and energy action plans 
for Town of Truckee, 
Truckee Donner Public 
Utility District, Nevada 
County, and almost every 
jurisdiction in the Sierra 
Nevada.

“We have a whole wing 
that focuses on climate 
mitigation and climate 
adaptation, which includes 
partnerships with local 
governments that follows 
climate action policy 
and disseminating that 
information to their 
communities,” said Frisch. 
Essentially, the nonprofit 
studies the effects climate 
change will have on the 
Sierra Nevada region and 
puts specific plans in place 
for local governments 
to help combat it. For 
example, if we’re going to 
see increase in wildfire or 
decrease in snowpack in the 
coming decades, how do we 

adapt our businesses, local 
government, and individual 
behaviors to that reality? 

One tool in the SBC’s belt 
to achieve this is by driving 
the political discourse. The 
advocacy team routinely 
travels to Sacramento 
and Washington, D.C., 
to actively develop policy 
that confronts climate 
change, such as AB 23, 
California’s climate change 
legislation that set specific, 
statewide greenhouse gas 
emission reduction goals by 
30 percent from the year 
1990’s emission levels by 
2030, and 80 percent by 
2050.

Last year the team worked 
on California Propositions 1 
through 3, and Proposition 
68. Proposition 3 was an 
$8 billion statewide water 
bond, which failed as a 
ballot measure in the last 
general election by a half 
percentage point, and 
Proposition 68 was passed 
during the primaries in 
June, which brought a $4 
billion bond to protect 

water, parks, and the 
environment throughout 
California. “Every year 
we work on 20 to 30 
pieces of legislation and/
or ballot measures that 
increase funding, access, or 
opportunity for resources in 
the Sierras,” said Frisch.

SBC realizes that the 
organization can’t do the 
work it does without driving 
money to the problem. 
According to economic 
research done by the 
Federal Reserve Bank of 
St. Louis, about 20 percent 
of the U.S. national gross 
domestic product is federal 
government spending, 
meaning the remaining 
80 percent of spending is 
made by private companies 
and the general public. As 
a result, SBC has tried to 
forge multiple public/private 
partnerships to address the 
various challenges presented 
by the changing climate in 
the Sierra Nevada region.

SBC is a nonprofit that 
uses a triple bottom line 
business model, which 

means they give equal 
importance of creating 
social, environmental, and 
financial progress within 
their company. The business 
innovation team works 
alongside small businesses 
that are interested in 
becoming more energy 
efficient but perhaps don’t 
know where to start. For 
example, 15,000 small 
businesses have been 
retrofitted for energy 
efficiency and invested in 
to become increasingly 
renewable as a result of 
SBC’s business innovation. 

“We were the first small 
business development 
center in the country that 
was established as a triple 
bottom line framework,” 
said Frisch. “Through that 
program, we consult with 
hundreds of businesses 
every year to discuss 
how they can adapt their 
business to a changing 
climate and change business 
practices to better address 
climate change.” 

The Truckee/Tahoe 
community can get involved 
with the work SBC does 
by forging business 
partnerships to retrofit 
physical spaces, offering 
general support for and 
dialogue of its mission to 
mitigate climate change, 
and to participate in the 
town’s general plan update. 
Frisch noted that general 
plans have a tendency to be 
vague, and the public can 
play an important role by 
asking the council to create 
very simple and implemental 
plans. 

Frisch concluded, “When it 
comes down to it, climate 
change is accelerating, and 
we really only have a decade 
to act.” 

SIERRA BUSINESS COUNCIL is a driving force behind fighting climate change on the local level. (Pictured top row 
from left) Chris Mertens, Chelsea Walterscheid, Brittany Benesi, Tyra Frizelle, Steve Frisch, Kari Sinoff, Peter Brown, and 
Michelle Bassard, (bottom row from left) Simone Cordery-Cotter, Nikki Caravelli, and Ben Maritato. Photo by Wade 
Snider/Moonshine Ink

BY MOLLY WILCOX
Moonshine Ink



24                    14 MARCH – 10 APRIL 2019                    MOONSHINEINK.COM TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

NEWS

Business Speaks 
  
 

HEAR ABOUT, GIVE INPUT & SIGN UP FOR

THE EMPLOYER CO-OP 
 

MARCH 28  
8AM or 4PM 

Truckee Donner PUD 
 
 MARCH 29 

8AM or 4PM  
Truckee Tahoe Airport

 
REGISTER at TRUCKEETOMORROW.ORG 

It’s FREE and only 90 minutes of your time!

Business Speaks is a Truckee Tomorrow economic program led by the Truckee Chamber 
of Commerce in partnership with the Town of Truckee and public/private partners dedicated to 
the well-being and vibrancy of Truckee. 

C ATA LY S T  |  C O N V E N E R  |  C H A M P I O N

1 $17 Million Planned for 
Squaw Alpine, Hot Wheels to 
be Replaced With Quad
OLYMPIC VALLEY
Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows and 
Alterra Mountain Company have 
announced over $17 million of 
capital investment in the resort for 
the 2019/20 season, including a 
new $10 million chairlift at Alpine 
Meadows. Alpine will see con-
tinued investment following last 
year’s $1.4 million renovation of 
its Base Lodge. A new high-speed 
detachable quad chairlift will 
replace the existing Hot Wheels 
triple chair, adding a mid-station at 
the current terminus and a 1,300-
foot extension up to the east ridge 
of Ward Peak, landing between 
Art’s Knob and the top terminal 
of Sherwood Express. A total ride time of about five minutes will 
give skiers and riders direct access from the base area to both the 
Alpine and Sherwood sides of the ski area. Squaw Valley will also 
see improvements to on-hill connectivity with new surface lifts in 
the High Camp area. A new rope tow will create fast and conve-
nient access to High Camp, avoiding the need to traverse uphill to 
get to the High Camp facilities.

2 Diamond Peak Wins Sustainability Award  
from GREENevada
INCLINE VILLAGE
Diamond Peak Ski Resort is proud to be recognized by nonprofit 

GREENevada 
with the 
2019 Golden 
Pinecone 
Sustainability 
Award for its 
sustainability 
efforts. Top 
initiatives for the 
ski area include: 
free town 
shuttles, electric 
vehicle charging 
stations, a 
children’s 
coloring book 
featuring 
plants and 
animals native 
to the resort, 
and millions 
of dollars of 

investment into local watershed restoration. 
Refillable water pouches, filling stations, and 
“Take Care” signage have aided a 34 percent 
reduction in water bottle sales. Diamond Peak’s 
average waste diversion rate of 36 percent 
combined with recycling ideas such as molding 
old maps into terrain features has avoided 446 
metric tons of CO2 (from 2015 to 2017) equal to 
1 million vehicle miles. Info: stokecertified.com/
members/diamond-peak/

3 New North Shore Restaurant Opens
TAHOE CITY
A new restaurant, Goose and Chey’s, has 
opened in Tahoe City with co-owners Greg 
and Cheyenne Goossen. The restaurant offers 
made-from-scratch comfort food, vegan options, 
a view of the lake, and lots of live music. There is 
a stage set up for musicians to jump up and play 
at any time, any day, with a piano, drum set, and 
numerous guitars. For the kids, the restaurant 
also features a children’s play area with numerous 
toys and crafts. The restaurant is located at 877 
N. Lake Blvd. in Tahoe City. Open daily from 
11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Info: (530) 807-1003

4 Foster PR Announces Free 
Consultation Services
TRUCKEE
Foster PR, a public relations and media strat-
egy company based in Tahoe/Truckee, has 
announced that it will offer free consultation to 
any business trying to develop a marketing plan 
to gain wider brand exposure. The offer includes 
one free hour of media strategy planning, 
either by phone or in person. The free one-hour 
consultation is a way for companies to profes-
sionally evaluate their marketing plan and discuss 
ideas designed to achieve better results through 
various publicity strategies. Foster PR is available 
to help businesses achieve positive public and 
media exposure in order to communicate quickly 
and effectively with their target audience. Info: 
(775) 548-6085, foster-pr.com

5 Introducing Red FOX Physical Therapy 
TRUCKEE
Sara Mohagen, a local doctor of physical therapy, 
has opened a new private physical therapy 
practice in the Phoenix Building by the Truckee 
Tahoe Airport, which will partner with Clever 

Minds Learning Center. Mohagen says Red FOX’s 
PT clinics will offer one-on-one attention for 
the entire hour-long treatment with a doctor of 
physical therapy rather than relying on aides or 
assistants. Red FOX is also currently starting two 
10-week sports trainings sessions, including a ski 
program and a program for overhead athletes — 
including baseball, softball, football, gymnastics, 
lacrosse, tennis, swimming, volleyball, rock 
climbing, track, and field throwing. Please note 
the master skiing program is intended for healthy 
athletes. If you have a current injury, you may 
sign up for physical therapy first, and then apply 
to a program once you have been determined to 
be a healthy candidate. Info: redfoxpt.com

6 Owners of Chem-Dry Offering  
New Services
LAKE TAHOE
James Beauchamp was an employee with 
Chem-Dry of Lake Tahoe for 15 years before he 
and his wife Nora took over operations five years 
ago from Tim and Kathi Ivens who started the 
franchise over 40 years ago. The new owners 
have purchased new equipment  and now offer 
not only carpet and upholstery cleaning services, 
but also pet urine removal, tile and stone clean-
ing, wood floor cleaning, leather cleaning, area 
rug cleaning, and granite countertop renewal. 
Info: (530) 587-6138 for North Lake Tahoe and 
Truckee, or Incline Village at (775) 831-6339. 
chemdryoflaketahoe.com

All the news that fits — from original reporting or press 
releases. Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.BUSINESS BRIEFS

KEEPING IT CLEAN: “I’m excited to take over a business with a world-class 
organization like Chem-Dry that has a superior, healthier cleaning process 
and the highest customer satisfaction ratings in the industry,” said new 
owner and former employee James Beaucamp, who took over the business 
with his wife, Nora. Courtesy photo

6

CLOSING TIME FOR TWO  
40-YEAR TRUCKEE BUSINESSES

Local Bakery The Treat Box  
to Close 
TRUCKEE
The Treat Box Bakery, which originally 
opened in 1975, is slated to close its doors 
at the end of the month. Lee Dufresne 
bought the bakery in 1978 and it has been 
a staple of the community since then. He 
now co-owns the business with his son, Joe. 
Joe told Moonshine Ink the main reasons for 
closing the bakery included health reasons, 
the difficulty of a seasonal workforce, and 
the expense of a complete remodel that was 
being required by the health department. 
Joe thanks his local customers for years of 
support.

JoAnne’s Stained Glass to Close 
TRUCKEE
After 40 years in business, the owner of 
JoAnne’s Stained Glass in historic downtown 
Truckee announced in February that the store 
will be closing in April. JoAnne Barbiaux 
Pohler started the business in 1979, and 
has filled it with her stained glass, etched 
glass, and fused glass pieces ever since. 
Many of the store’s dichronic glass bracelets 
and necklaces are made by her daughter 
Julie Pohler Holmquist. JoAnne says she will 
continue to run her custom stained glass and 
sandblasted glass business and offer fused 
glass workshops and classes at her home 
studio in Glenshire. For the next month, 
the store is having a 50 percent off sale on 
almost all inventory. Info: (530) 587-4132

8
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Tahoe/Truckee 530.550.0806  |   Reno 775.832.0806

$500 0FF
cabinet painting

KellyBrothersPainting.com

Offer valid on projects $4000 or more. 
Discount must be mentioned prior to FREE ESTIMATE. 

This offer not valid with other offers or previously contracted 
jobs. One discount per customer. Offer subject to availability. 

Offer valid on projects booked by March 31, 2019.

She likes finding unique spots 
in the backcountry and hunting 

down the best interest rates.

Katie Rice, a longtime Tahoe/Truckee local, 
won’t rest until she finds the right loan for you.

With the Rice Team of Guild Mortgage Company, you get personalized service, 
an experienced team, and access to the latest in technology. 

Individual NMLS License #308387  |  Company NMLS License #3274  |  Branch NMLS #1314006
NV Banker #1076  |  NV Broker #1041

Authorized to conduct business in the states of California and Nevada. Licensed by the  
Department of Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act.

TheRiceTeam.com • 530-582-9991
11050 Pioneer Trail Suite 201 Truckee, CA 96161

*Includes Northstar  **Includes Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows~ Data taken from the Tahoe Sierra MLS and Incline Village MLS.
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HOMES FOR SALE
Single family homes for sale as of 3/1/19

Including 15 Tahoe Lakefronts

41
27
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HOMES PENDING
OR CONTINGENT

Single family homes pending as of 3/1/19

Including 2 Tahoe Lakefronts

Truckee*        North & West Shores**        Incline Village/Crystal Bay
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U N I T S  S O L D Single family homes 
sold February 2019

0

$500,000

$1,000,000

$1,500,000
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$3.350M
$1.610M

MEDIAN PRICE Single family homes 
sold February 2019

REGIONAL MEDIAN HOME PRICE = $695K

Incline Village sales decreased 72 percent from January 
and 69 percent year over year. Five Incline Village home 

sales in February is oddly low, perhaps impacted by the 
heavy snowfall and inferior snow removal services affecting 
people’s ability to tour homes. In the Tahoe Sierra MLS, 
two properties sold for under $300K and nine properties 
sold over $2M. Truckee is the only micro-region which saw 
growth both month over month and year over year.  
~ Judith Kline, TLUXP

Brought to you by

TLUXP.COM

HOME FRONT
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Trouble in 
ADU Territory

For Truckee 
homeowners 
Richard Valentine 
and his wife 
Rene Kaldunski, 
it seemed like 
it should be a 
simple process. 
They would take 
a portion of their 
existing home and 
modify it to create a small accessory 
dwelling unit (ADU). They would 
downsize and make their lifestyle 
more affordable, and the community 
would get desperately needed long-
term housing. Unfortunately, they 
discovered that nothing is simple, 
quick, or inexpensive when it comes 
to building in the Sierra.  

The Valentines began their process in 
June 2018. Their contractor assured 
them the construction process would 
be quick and easy, taking just over 
a month to complete, and available 
to rent out in September. All they 
were doing was adding a new door, 
remodeling a bathroom, and turning 
a wet bar into a miniature kitchen. 
The contractor was correct about the 
construction time, but everyone way 
underestimated the time it would 
take to get through the government 
agencies who controlled the permit 
process. The delays began when the 
Town of Truckee decided it needed 
a survey of the property. This took 
several weeks and cost $1,750. 

“We found out later if we would have 
used pavers instead of a concrete pad 
the survey wouldn’t have been neces-
sary,” said Valentine.

The delays continued 
when the Nevada 
County Health 
Department decided 
this was a project they 
needed to review, and 
five more weeks went by. 

Then, in order to get 
approval with the 
Town of Truckee the 
Valentines had to 
incorporate a series of 
design changes includ-
ing reducing the size 
of the project 50 square feet to get 
it under the limit of 500. That was 
when the couple discovered that the 
town measures square footage from 
the outside of the building, while they 
had measured the actual living space 
available to the tenant. 

The town finally allowed construction 
to begin and it was completed on Dec. 
19, but they still wouldn’t grant final 
approval and allow the couple to begin 
renting the property. 

But wait, there is more. In December, 
six months after they started the 
process, Nevada County decided the 
project was considered a “change of 
use,” so they also needed an envi-
ronmental health review, engineered 
drawings, and a perk test for the 
septic system. This is pretty much 
impossible to accomplish when there 
are multiple feet of snow on the 
ground. 

In mid-February the couple met with 
supervisors from planning, building, 
and environmental health agencies 
for the Town of Truckee and Nevada 

County. Nearly a dozen people were 
in the room trying to figure out what 
to do about a small one-bedroom 
apartment that had been in the 
works for eight months. That is when 
Richard Valentine learned the agencies 
have never before approved one of 
these accessory dwelling units.

“Let me get this straight: We have 
invested this much money [$78,000], 
we have lost lots of money in potential 
rent, and we still don’t have a permit?” 
said Valentine. He wondered, at 
this rate, who else would want to go 
through this nightmare of a process? 

“We can’t afford to stay in Truckee 
unless we can rent part of our home 
out. Our home is too big for us,” 
said Valentine. “It’s an opportunity 
to downsize our home, and then we 
could afford to stay here. Sixty-five 
percent of our area’s homes are 
empty most of the time. Many have 
excess space that could be converted 
so easily. If we got the homeowners 
associations, the contractors, and the 
Town of Truckee together we could 
put a big hole in the numbers with 
these ADUs. It’s not rocket science, 
this should be easy stuff.” 

The meeting with staff officials did 
bring the town to finally agree to 
provide a temporary permit to rent 
out the unit, with the decision that 
a final permit pending the county 
health department’s approval would be 
provided once the snow melted.

“The town needs to hire an advocate 
on town’s staff that can cut through 
the red tape to make it work,” said 
Valentine. “I thought the agency staff 
members were all sincere, but they 
have blinders to the bigger picture. 
There needs to be strong leadership, 
and a concerted effort to make this 

happen. These ADUs are an avenue 
to really put a dent in this [crisis] for 
sure. I feel for people trying to make a 
living in Truckee and Tahoe that can’t 
afford a house.”

In the end, it seemed like Christmas 
finally came, just a little late: A 
final permit was ultimately awarded 
to Valentine in late February. But 
it wasn’t over. Completion of the 
process was determined by Valentine 
and Kaldunski signing a “restrictive 
covenant,” a document drafted by the 
Town of Truckee Planning Division, 
outlining further restrictions to the 
property, including “owner consents to 
periodic inspection of the property by 
representatives of the Town planning 
and/or building division.”

The couple says the document was 
vague and full of grammatical and fac-
tual errors, making it something they 
refused to sign. Valentine requested 
his attorney rewrite the document, but 
they couldn’t remove the inspection 
clause. Once he received it, Valentine 
says he felt pressured to sign it. That 
day, in an email to town planner Kirk 
Skierski, he questioned, “Why is it so 
difficult to do the right thing? We are 
sufficiently bullied.” Then he signed it 
and sent it back. 

“Our motivation was that we hope 
to pass our home onto our children. 
We didn’t want them to face any of 
these challenges,” said Valentine, who 
planned to retire at the end of this 
year. With the funds spent on the proj-
ect and rental income lost, he doesn’t 
know if that’s possible now. Valentine 
will have to take the signed covenant, 
get it notarized, and file it with the 
county before he can obtain what he 
called an occupancy document and 
finally start renting out the unit. 

BOGGED DOWN by 
paperwork, it took 
local businessman and 
homeowner Richard 
Valentine and his wife 
over eight months and 
$78,000 to convert 
a bedroom in their 
home into an accessory 
dwelling unit (ADU) to 
rent out. Photo by Wade 
Snider/Moonshine Ink

REAL RENTALS
By Tim Hauserman
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GREEN LIVING INITIATIVES 
IN REAL ESTATE

BY LE’A GLEASON  |  Moonshine Ink

Green Granite Place Condo
Climate scientists argue 
that living smaller, living 
closer, and driving less 
are simple ways to 
reduce your impact. 
This trend has impacted 
real estate as well. More 
developments are being 
built closer together, 
grouped in ways that 
residents can interact and 
share their lifestyle with 
one another. Boulder Bay 
is one of these. Situated 
just above Crystal Bay, this project will eventually consist of residence buildings, 
a casino, a wellness center, water features, a spa and firepit terrace, and more. Of 
these, Granite Place was the first building to be erected. It features a state-of-the-
art water filtration system to avoid greywater entering the lake, energy efficient 
appliances, and ceramic siding, to protect the building in case of fire. Though this 
development is still under construction, several units are available, and you can be 
one of the first to buy here. Info: $1,995,000, 3 bed, 2 bath, 2,078 square feet, 1 Big 
Water Dr., Crystal Bay, Boulder Bay Real Estate

Photo courtesy Boulder Bay Real Estate

Drive Less from Squaw’s Palisades
Approximately 75 percent of 
carbon monoxide pollution in 
the U.S. is caused by motor 
vehicles. If you can drive less, 
you can help decrease that. If 
living outdoors is your thing, 
the Palisades at Squaw might be 
for you. You can walk to the ski 
slopes in winter, and bike along 
the Truckee River in summer. 
Plus, remember our recent 
coverage on modular building? 
Six of the development’s “duplex 
townhomes” are currently under 
construction in a modular facility 
near San Francisco and will be 
available soon. Blair Porteous, of sagemodern architects, the firm that designed 
the project, said modular construction is a greener form of building. “When you 
build in a factory and you have all the trades coming to one central location, there’s 
significant reduction in waste. If you ordered too many outlets or too much wood 
… all the materials get reused,” Porteous said. Another significant green element of 
the project is an extensive amount of insulation. Porteous explained that windows 
let out the most heat in a home, and that the designs incorporated extra insulation, 
especially in the roof area. “The best thing is to keep the heat that you have inside,” 
Porteous said. Info: approx. $1,500,000, 4 bed, 2 bath, 2,001 square feet, Olympic 
Valley, The Palisades at Squaw Valley Realty

Photo courtesy sagemodern architects

Former Gov. Jerry Brown’s signature on SB 100 in late 2018 mean that yes, 
we’re going to have to start doing a lot more if we really want to lessen our 

impacts on the environment. The bill commits us to sourcing 60 percent of our 
electricity from clean sources by 2030, and 100 percent by 2045. Doing our part 
as a community to combat climate change is key, and some green community 
solutions are offered in our Savvy Stacks column this month (p. 40). But if you’re 
tasked with buying a home instead of reading Ruth Jackson Hall’s column from the 
couch, here are a couple options that keep you on the green side of the curve.
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Power Up With mPower
California’s energy efficient upgrades 

rebate program

There’s a tough question 
that commonly swirls 
around those concerned 
with climate change: What can I 
actually do to play my part? We 
know it isn’t that realistic or easy to 
stop driving altogether, never buy 
something that comes in a package 
again, or keep the heat turned off 
permanently. But we also know that 
lowering our consumption habits, 
even a little, affects the emissions we 
create. 

Around the home, responsible 
consumption of resources includes 
doing things like upgrading to energy 
efficient appliances, replacing and 
repairing insulation so heat doesn’t 
escape, installing water-conserving 
showerheads and faucet aerators, 
and upgrading your lightbulbs. You 
can still do things like heat your 
home, cook with the oven, and turn 
the lights on at night, but in ways 
which consume less energy, burn less 
fossil fuel, and save you money. But, 
some of these upgrades, like new 
appliances, can be expensive. 

Enter: California’s mPower program. 
Launched in 2010, the program’s 
goals are to lower energy bills, 
increase energy and water efficiency, 
reduce reliance on foreign fuels, 
stimulate the local economy, and 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
Serving Placer and Nevada counties 
and several additional towns 
and cities, the program provides 
fixed-rate (6 percent interest), 

no-money-down financing 
to property owners — 
residential and commercial 

alike — who want to make energy 
efficient upgrades. Applicants are 
walked through all the requirements 
to apply on the website, as well as 
browse related resources. 

mPower’s website is also a hub for 
conservation-related rebates earned 
through many local organizations. 
For example, through Placer County 
Water Agency, you can receive up to 
a $500 rebate for upgrading a water-
thirsty lawn to a more water-efficient 
landscape. There’s also a $100 rebate 
to replace older flush toilets with new 
ones, and $150 to upgrade to an EPA 
Water Sense washing machine, to 
name a few. 

So, if you’ve been looking to make a 
positive impact and wanting to make 
a few upgrades at home, mPower may 
be right for you. Do bear in mind that 
there are some restrictions. For exam-
ple, the minimum amount that can 
be financed for upgrades is $2,500, 
and the maximum amount cannot 
exceed 10 percent of the property 
value. When applying, homeowners 
will also need to submit information 
such as current mortgage statements, 
a contractor’s estimate for the project, 
and more. That said, it’s all organized 
on an easy-to use website (head to the 
“application checklist” to make sure 
you’ve got it right).

Info: mpowerca.org 

mPOWER is Placer and Nevada counties’ rebate program, aiming to help homeowners with 
sustainable improvements. Now is your opportunity to update your 1950 Kohler in “peachblow” 
using up to 8 gallons per flush to something more water consumption friendly like TOTO’s Neorest 
NX2, which offers ultra-efficient 1.0 gallons per flush. Photos courtesy 1950 Kohler catalog from 
archive.org and totousa.com

SPACE IT UP!
By Le’a Gleason

Lake Tahoe & Truckee Homes 
for a beautiful, laidback lifestyle.

Call me to help you find yours.

At Your Service…

Trinkie Watson
530 582 0722   TrinkieWatson.com

All residential customers receive a climate credit  
twice a year on their bill, and eligible small business customers  

receive this credit on their monthly statements.

What does this mean to you?
It means real savings you can use to make  

energy efficient changes to your home or business –
AND a cleaner planet for all of us. 

Liberty Utilities’ customers are reducing  
our state’s carbon footprint one step at a time.

Local and Responsive.  We Care.

1001386.2

Roxanne Duffield, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0L53516

Bus: 530-550-9000
insuranceroxanne.com

Roxanne Duffield Ins Agcy Inc

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Protect your family.
Prepare for their future.
I can help with both. Stop by for your free 
State Farm Insurance and Financial Review.®

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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Gone from Tahoe: 
THE AMERICAN PIKA

NATURE’S
  CORNER

BY EVE QUESNEL
Moonshine Ink

The American pika 
(Ochotona princeps) is 

often described as a small 
rabbit (avocado-sized) with 
rounded ears like Mickey 
Mouse. “Cute” is often 
written in its description. 
What’s not to love about 
this adorable little creature 
as it shouts out “eeee!” 
from a rock slope, sitting on 
a boulder, seemingly curled 
up in itself?

The pika is part of the rabbit 
family, Lagomorph, (order 
Lagomorphs), but differs 
from rabbits and hares as it 
has less developed hind legs 
(it doesn’t scamper about 
as easily as rabbits), has no tail, and 
wears those goofy Disney ears. A 
critter known for loving the cold, it 
molts during the summer, then dons 
a nice heavy coat for winter. When 
winter arrives, the pika hunkers 
down in its snow tunnels under talus 
(steep and rocky) slopes — they don’t 
hibernate — surfacing on occasion 
to forage for food, even as they’ve 
collected their winter pantry of 
“haypiles” of grasses and wildflowers.

Because the pika has been described 
as “an indicator species for detecting 
the ecological effects of a changing 
climate in mountainous regions,” 
according to nps.gov, it has gained 
new attention in the research world. 
One study took place right here in 
Tahoe, documented in the Public 
Library of Science journal (PLOS One) 
in August 2017 by authors Joseph 
A.E. Stewart, David H. Wright, and 
Katherine A. Heckman. Looking 
at climate, weather-station data, 
and previously published data on 
the pika’s habitat, they found these 
sources to “implicate climate change 
as the cause of the Pluto triangle 
extirpation [extermination].”

What is the Pluto triangle? Think of 
the drive from Kings Beach, over 
Brockway summit (yes, this includes 
Mt. Pluto at the top of Northstar 
ski resort) to Truckee, Highway 89, 
Tahoe City, and back to Kings Beach 
— the high terrain that sits within 
that triangle. From radiocarbon dates 
(from old fecal matter), the study 

concludes that pikas were extirpated 
from the Pluto triangle sometime 
after 1958, with age ranges within the 
triangle spanning as late as 1991. The 
loss of pika in this local area is the 
“largest area of pika extinction yet 
reported for the modern era,” states 
the PLOS One journal.

But, pikas aren’t completely gone 
from areas near Tahoe. Looking 
at the map included in the journal 
article, there have been signs of pika 
found east and west of the Pluto 
triangle, such as Mt. Rose, Tamarack 
Peak, Rose Knob Peak, Marlette 
Peak, Ward Peak, Five Lakes, KT-22, 
Pole Creek, and Donner Pass. But 
how long will this cute little bunny 
critter survive? Joseph Stewart, one 
of the authors in the study, projects a 
97 percent decline of suitable climate 
conditions in the Tahoe area by 
2050. He has also hiked around the 
southeast mountains near the Sierra 
Buttes, saying: “Three years ago 
there were a lot more pikas. Each 
year I have to go farther up the talus 
slopes to find them.”

The explanation of the pika’s disap-
pearance is simple: the pika thrives 
in cold weather with its thick coat 
of fur and high metabolic rate; it 
gets hot easily. When high elevation 
habitats become warm, it moves 
higher and higher. When it’s too hot, 
it can’t collect as much food (unable 
to tolerate warm weather), so it 
forages during the cooler times of 
day — morning and night. Exposed 
out in the open during these times, 
the pika becomes more susceptible 

to predators: weasels, hawks, owls, 
and coyotes.

Legislation-wise, President Obama 
chose not to put pikas on the endan-
gered list, but California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife currently list 
pikas as a species of special concern. 
At the end of their last evaluation, 
they opted for continued monitor-
ing as opposed to the listing, wrote 
researcher Joseph Stewart.

Stewart concludes that the pika 
as an indicator species reveals 
what’s possibly ahead for other 
species. Even now, Stewart says, the 
whitebark pine and the Belding’s 
ground squirrel are threatened. 
What other species are vulnerable to 
climate change? What other species 
will be gone?

In an article on this very subject, The 
Week states: “We’ve driven thousands 
of species to the edge of extinction 
through habitat loss, overhunting 
and overfishing, the introduction of 
invasive species into new ecosystems, 
toxic pollution, and climate change. 
In the past 40 years, the number of 
wild animals has plunged 50 percent, 
a 2014 study found.”

Depressing. So, is there any hope for 
the pika?

The one attribute in helping this 
species to survive is its place in the 
rabbit family; yes, pikas procreate 
like bunnies. Maybe there’s a chance, 
after all, for the little mouse-like 
creature to combat climate change. 

Breed on, little pika, breed on. 

INDICATOR SPECIES: The pika is a particularly interesting creature, weighing in at the size of a small rabbit, 
but living in such a particular habitat that its existence is greatly determined by rising temperatures. Photo 
by Joe Pontecorvo

ART 
SALE

%
OFF50

10099 Jibboom Street
IN  HISTORIC  DOWNTOWN  TRUCKEE

Open  10am - 5pm
Tuesday – Saturday

530-587-1409
backstreetframers.com

BACKSTREET
FR AMERS & GALLERY

TAHOEMUSIC.NET  |  530-587-3274
TRUCKEE: 10038 MEADOW WAY,  

SUITE E, TRUCKEE, CA 96161
TAHOE CITY: 2810 LAKE FOREST ROAD, 

SUITE M, TAHOE CITY, CA 96145

 TAHOE/TRUCKEE’S ONLY 
NON-PROFIT MUSIC SCHOOL

YOUTH & ADULT 
PRIVATE LESSONS  |  GROUP CLASSES

WILL BE

CELEBRATING
OUR

10 Year
Annniversary! 

THROUGHOUT 2019

JOIN OUR NON-PROFIT SCHOOL  
IN TAKING LESSONS, CLASSES  

OR AS A SUPPORTER!   

VISIT WWW.TAHOEMUSIC.NET.

TAHOE
TRUCKEE
SCHOOL
OF MUSIC

THE

“IT’S THE PACE OF 
RECENT EXTINCTIONS 
THAT IS ALARMING. 
MORE THAN HALF 
OF THE VERTEBRATE 
EXTINCTIONS SINCE  
1500 HAVE OCCURRED 
SINCE 1900.” ~THE WEEK
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Most people have heard the 
mantra “reduce, reuse, recycle.”

However, there are three more “Rs” 
in front of it with which most aren’t 
familiar: “rethink, repair, refuse.”

The six-term phrase sure has a lot 
of application these days, especially 
when uttered in the face of an 
environment challenged by a surging 
economy, a pending trade war with 
mass-manufacturing China, and — 
thankfully — heightened awareness 
of climate change.

In short, the message of uber-
organizer Marie Kondo has never 
been more relevant.

So, after you drop off at Tahoe 
Hospice Gift & Thrift the items no 
longer bringing you joy, Truckee 
Roundhouse is here to help you abide 
by a few more of those “Rs.”

The nonprofit makerspace, located at 
Truckee Tahoe Airport, has become 
the region’s epicenter of creative 
reuse and crafty imagination, giving 
experienced and novice carpenters, 
tin-knockers, and artisans a 
welcoming place to make noise, mold 
clay, and throw sparks.

In short, it provides Truckee and 
North Tahoe with the ultimate anti-

consumer resource for everything 
from furniture to serving bowls.

Even if you’re not concerned about 
your consumer footprint, know that 
you can get a great deal of personal 
satisfaction from sitting in your own 
ski Adirondack loveseat, as I did, or 
hanging a laser-engraved address 
plaque for your house or business. 
Maybe you won’t have to donate 
your old-school, black and mauve 
CB ski parka after being brought up 
to speed on fabric repair on one of 
the textile shop’s industrial sewing 
machines.

Wood shop instructor Brent Ferrera, 
a retired contractor and active dad, 
recently walked me through a three-
day course for the aforementioned 
loveseat, which now sits stoutly on 
my deck, tips barely visible under the 
aftermath of February’s atmospheric 
rivers.

For those worried about their ability 
to manage a DeWalt double-bevel 
sliding compound miter saw, rest 
assured that if I can do it, well, you 
know the rest.

While I grew up around muscle car 
mechanics, the extent of my family’s 
carpentry prowess was limited to how 
many rolls of duct tape or tubes of 

wood glue we had in 
the house. (Needless 
to say, I had the 
gluing part of my 
project dialed in.)

I’m quite proud 
of what Brent 
helped me build, 
and the newfound 
confidence I have 
around large, 
motorized cutting 
implements.

The wood for the 
loveseat was sourced 
from discarded 
house siding. The 
skis came from a pile 
of outdated boards 
accumulated by a friend after years of 
ski coaching, moving, and roommates. 
And if there’s one thing that can be 
reused, repaired, recycled, and refused 
around Truckee, it’s another pair of 
skis.

The organization also offers classes 
on general appliance repair and 
maintenance, providing locals a 
chance to dodge major expenses 
for items that aren’t sustainably 
manufactured or cheap to buy or 
replace.

The Truckee Roundhouse bridges 
creativity and need, and matches 
ambition with training. Its users can 
fabricate and outfit their homes and 
lives without spending much more 
than time, and while adhering to the 
tenets of sustainable capitalism.

Go out and make something for 
yourself, spend less, and do a little 
good for your community. Make Ms. 
Kondo proud.

~ Craig C. Rowe/Moonshine Ink 

GET
OUT & GO

Celebrate sustainability and find confidence at the Truckee Roundhouse
Ongoing, Truckee

INFO: truckeeroundhouse.org

REUSE: It only takes a few days, a little patience, and some old skis 
to create this Adirondack bench at the Truckee Roundhouse, where 
the philosophy is that if you can make it, don’t buy it, and if you can 
fix it, don’t chuck it. Photo by Craig C. Rowe/Moonshine Ink 

ONGOING
Now through June 23
ARTS & CULTURE | Nevada  
Museum of Art
In Conversation: Alma Allen and 
J.B. Blunk will showcase small early 
pieces, large-scale works, and process 
models. The exhibition will also feature 
photographs of the homes and studios 
of both Allen and Blunk, creating a 
parallel conversation between the work 
and point of view of these two con-

temporary photographers. Info: Reno, 
nevadaart.org

Mondays
COMMUNITY | Mellow Fellow  
Trivia Night
Grab a team, a beer, and a bite to eat at 
Mellow Fellow of Truckee and join in the 
trivia festivities. Info: every Monday at 7 
p.m.; mellowfellowpub.com 

FOOD | Industry Night at West 
Shore Market
Calling all ski resort and service industry 
employees. You work hard and deserve 
a night off, so we’re dedicating Monday 
nights to you. Show your server or bar-
tender your paystub, a business card, 
or ski resort staff pass from any service 
or hospitality job and get 30 percent 
off your entire bill for the evening. Plus, 
each week features rotating food and 

drink specials that you won’t find on 
the menu. All industry employees will 
also gain access to the West Shore 
Shifter that includes a $10 flatbread 
pizza and a draft beer. Info: 5 to 8 p.m., 
Homewood, westshorecafe.com

Monday through Thursday
FOOD | Cottonwood Early Bird 
Dining
Enjoy three courses — soup or salad, 
entrée, and dessert — for $32 per per-
son (plus tax and tip). The community is 
invited to enjoy dishes that are in keeping 
with the seasons and all elements, made 
in house. Chef Donovan puts an emphasis 
on flavor and simplicity with the intent to 
showcase the quality products provided 
by farmer, rancher, and fisherman suppli-
ers. Info: excludes holidays, 5 to 6 p.m., 
Truckee, cottonwoodrestaurant.com

Tuesdays
FOOD | Tuesday Street Tacos
Stop by for a break, lunch, or to eat 
with friends and family. Casa Baeza in 
Truckee is now offering a fun special 
called Tuesday Street Tacos. Choose 
from asada, carnitas, pastor, chicken, 
and beef tacos at a special price. Info: 
all day, casabaezatruckee.com

It doesn’t all fit here. 
Visit moonshineink.com/
tap for the full calendar, 

or to add an event.

It doesn’t all fit here. 
Visit moonshineink.com/
tap for the full calendar, 

or to add an event.

TAP CALENDAR

MARCH 3: You won’t want to miss  
Diamond Peak’s 2nd Annual Luggi Foeger  
Uphill/Downhill Festival. Bring your skis or snowboard  
and the craziest outfit you can find. Courtesy photos
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SIERRANEVADA.EDU
Phone 886.412.4636
admissions@sierranevada.edu

Visit our campus. Discover the 
difference between an education you 
need and the education you love. 

VISIT US — SNC + TAHOE EVENTS
Spend the day on campus, and then hit the slopes with us at 
Diamond Peak Resort, SNC’s “Home Mountain” just 10 
minutes away!

Friday & Saturday, March 29-30th 

Friday and Saturday, April 5-6th

SNC SNC Tahoe | 999 Tahoe Boulevard 
Incline Village, NV 89451

www.sierranevada.edu/visit

LIVE.
LEARN.
LAKE TAHOE.

Thursdays
COMMUNITY | Bingo at The Dubliner
Head on over to The Auld Dubliner 
in Squaw Village for a bingo night 
experience you will not forget. Hosted 
by the Rev. Rusty Reams, the family-
friendly Great Bingo Revival will leave 
you laughing and full. Powder Magazine 
said, “A disco reverend turns bingo 
into a ski town revival — this ain’t your 
grandma’s bingo.” Info: 8:30 p.m., 
aulddublinertahoe.com

Saturdays
MUSIC | DJs at Big Blue View Bar
Homewood will host a rotating lineup of 
local DJs every Saturday at the mid-
mountain Big Blue View Bar. Stop by 
for a party on the mountain with great 
music, drinks, and panoramic views 
overlooking the stunning West Shore. 
The Big Blue View Bar venue is located 
near the top of Madden chairlift and 
can be accessed by beginner ski trails. 
Info: noon to 3 p.m. at Homewood, 
skihomewood.com.

Saturday, March 16
MUSIC | Mighty Mike Schermer at 
Alibi Truckee
Blues legend Tommy Castro says, “Mike 
Schermer is one of the greatest blues 
guitarists, singers, and songwriters 
you’ve never heard of!” He’s been the 
go-to side man for blues greats like 
Bonnie Raitt, Marcia Ball, Elvin Bishop, 
and many others. A longtime fixture 
of the Bay Area blues scene, Mike 
relocated to Austin in 2009, and now 
he’s bringing his hard-driving original 
blues to Alibi Truckee. Info: 9 p.m., $10 
suggested donation; mighty-mike.com

Monday, March 18
COMMUNITY | 2019 Science Expo
The 2019 Science Expo is currently 
seeking 30 volunteers who will facilitate 
a hands-on science investigation 
station with small groups of elementary 
students. No experience necessary, 
just a willingness to have fun and share 
science with local youth. Training will be 
provided prior to the event. This year’s 

theme is Physical 
Science. Info: 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at UC 
Davis Tahoe Science 
Center, Incline 
Village, tahoe.
ucdavis.edu

Friday, March 22
WELLNESS | 
Moon Rituals for 
Glowing Skin
Join Alicia Smith, 
Natalia Zatarain, 
and Jessie James 
as they take you on 
a two-hour journey 
of self-care, during 
the wild energies 
of the full moon 
phase. You can 
expect a full detox 
yoga session, an 

informative discussion and demo on 
holistic skincare, and a small, delicious 
reiki session. Come together to set 
beautiful intentions. Info: $35, 6 to 8 
p.m. at Tahoe Spa & Wellness Center at 
Northstar; tahoeyoga.com

Saturday, March 23
SPORTS | The Pain McShlonkey 
Classic at Squaw
Dress up in your most outrageous ski 
duds and head out for a day full of belly 
laughs, camaraderie, and philanthropy 
in celebration of legendary skier Shane 
McConkey. Festivities include the 
Extreme Small Mountain Invitational 
and a downhill race, where pros and 
amateurs battle it out on snowblades 
for the highly coveted Golden Saucer 
trophy and ultimate bragging rights. 
Info: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., shanemc-
conkey.org

Thursday, March 28
ARTS & CULTURE | LUNAFEST 2019 
Film Festival
This season’s LUNAFest program of nine 
selected films will compel discussion, 
make you laugh, tug at your heart-
strings, and motivate you to make a 
difference in your community. Incredibly 
diverse in style and content, LUNAFest 
is united by a common thread of 
exceptional storytelling by, for, and 
about women. The event is a fundraiser 
for Girls on the Run — Sierras. Info: 
tickets $20, 7 to 10 p.m., Tahoe Art 
Haus & Cinema, Tahoe City; more info 
at Girls on the Run Sierras LUNAFest 
Facebook page

FOOD | Sourdough Bread Baking
Slow Food Lake Tahoe is partnering up 
with Stella in Truckee for their first-ever 
Kitchen Close-Up event. Learn how 
to make the perfect sourdough from 
scratch and enjoy a sourdough-inspired 
three-course meal in the Stella dining 
room. Info: $75 per person, 5:30 p.m., 
Stella at the Cedar House Sport Hotel, 
cedarhousesporthotel.com

See CALENDAR p. 32

MARCH 28: LUNAFest, an all-women’s film festival, will be held at Tahoe 
Art Haus & Cinema. Image above is a still from a featured film called Flip 
the Record. 
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Friday, March 29
MUSIC | WinterWonderGrass 
Festival
The WinterWonderGrass Tahoe 
Festival returns for three days of world-
class bluegrass/acoustic roots music on 
four stages, California and Nevada craft 
breweries, and beer tasting, all under 
the snow-covered peaks at Squaw 
Valley. It’s going to be an epic weekend 
bringing together those who love 
music, mountains, and a good time. 
Info: March 29 to 31; tickets range from 
$79 to $339; winterwondergrass.com 

Saturday, March 30
SPORTS | Luggi Foeger Uphill/
Downhill Festival
What used to be simply the Diamond 
Peak Uphill/Downhill Dash has been 
expanded into a full weekend of fun 
and renamed the Luggi Foeger Uphill/
Downhill Festival. On Saturday, race to 
the top of the mountain using whatever 
human-powered method you prefer: 
skins, snowshoes, running shoes, etc. 
Then ski, snowboard, snowshoe, or run 
back down to the finish line. For those 
of a less competitive nature, a recre-
ational course will be available. Winners 
are awarded for both categories. The 
weekend will also include fun activities 
in the base area including ski boot 
races, live music, fun relays, and more. 

Costumes are strongly encouraged; 
diamondpeak.com

Friday, April 5
MUSIC | Nation Beat at Community 
Arts Center
Borrowing, mixing, and adapting musi-
cal traditions is at the heart of music. 
Nation Beat singularly conjures up this 
elemental musical charm, drawing on 
the source of rhythm that lit up jazz. 
Brazil maracuta drumming, propelled by 
sounds of New Orleans-flavored brass, 
this music makes you dance to joyful 
Carnival-style rhythms. Info: Tickets are 
$5 for children, $20 for adults; 7 p.m. 
at Truckee’s Community Art Center; 
eventbrite.com

Saturday, April 6
WELLNESS | Journey from the 
Head to the Heart
In this unique mini retreat experience, 
you will be guided with sound healing, 
energy healing, community, and inten-
tion as you journey from your head to 
heart. Led by Gyongyi Ridenour, Emily 
Weer, Andrew Demille, Lauri Glenn, and 
Marianne Schneider. This collective of 
Lake Tahoe’s leading reiki masters, yoga 
teachers, healers, and musicians invite 
you to press pause for an afternoon 
so you may find your way home to the 
welcoming love of your heart. Info: 
$60, 4 p.m., pre-registration required, 
conciouscityguide.com

TAP CALENDAR

GET
OUT & GO

Basket Weaving for the Soul
Tahoe City, next workshop April 11

It wasn’t long ago that Karey 
Dodge retired from her career 

as a purchasing agent with North 
Tahoe Public Utility District and 
found a new passion. 

A year ago, Atelier held a workshop 
in pine needle basket weaving, 
exposing her to 
an art with deep 
ties to the region, 
and she became 
enthralled. For 
Karey, the time 
and care spent 
weaving was 
a “meditative 
and calming” 
opportunity to 
reflect, and to 
put thought and 
good wishes into each piece for the 
people to whom she began gifting 
her baskets. 

“Mother nature is giving you 
these pine needles, so why not 
reciprocate and make something 
beautiful?” Karey says. 

For the Washoe, the ancient tribe 
who once inhabited this land, it was 
a way of life. Growing up, the Tahoe 
native had heard all her life about 
Louisa Keyser, or Dot So La Lee, the 
famous Washoe basket weaver. The 
early people of her tribe created 
containers, mats, tools, clothing, 
and other things to aid their 
nomadic lifestyle, making them light 
and durable, and useful in different 
seasons. This included weaving 
with materials like willow, reeds, 
ferns, and other fibrous plants. In 
Dot So La Lee’s time, during the 
late 19th century, Washoe women 
would weave baskets to cook and 
store food, winnow seeds, and carry 
infants. 

Today, Karey weaves with pine 
needles, some of which she collects 
from her own yard in Tahoe City, 
creating intricately crafted baskets 
stitched together with colorful 
thread and centered with a stone 
attached to a leather backing. Her 

baskets can be 
seen at North 
Tahoe Arts in 
Tahoe City, where 
she’ll teach five 
classes open to 
the public in 2019, 
the next of which 
is April 11.

“Being born 
and raised here, 
knowing the area 
and loving nature, 

it’s been really inspiring to me to do 
this form of artwork, involving the 
history behind everything,” Karey says. 

In the workshop, students will learn 
simple techniques and stitches to 
produce a basket interwoven with 
special embellishments. You can 
include gemstones, beads, feathers, 
and more, provided by Karey, or 
are welcome to bring something 
of meaning from home. From teen 
to senior, this is an all-levels course 
that’s doable for everyone. 

So, if you’ve only driven by the 
little wooden building on the south 
side of North Lake Boulevard 
overlooking the lake in Tahoe City, 
it’s time to stop in. The North Tahoe 
Arts gallery is not just the home of 
exhibits for artists involved with the 
organization, but a hub of classes, 
monthly art meetups, and programs 
that promote the arts for kids and 
adults throughout the year.

~ Le’a Gleason/Moonshine Ink 

INFO: April 11 (visit website for future dates), 12 p.m.,  
$65 non-members/$55 members, northtahoearts.com

HAND-WOVEN pine needle baskets are artist Karey Dodge’s specialty. Pictured here is the 
turnout from two of her latest workshops, open to all levels. Catch the next one in April at 
North Tahoe Arts. Photos by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

CLASSES AND EVENTS DAILY

Special Events!
•   The Power of Personal Growth: 

A Workshop for Men
•   Beyond Limits: Change Your 

Thinking, Change Your Life
•   Community Night:  

Spring Celebration
•  Art of Dreaming
•  Transformational Breath

10157 Donner Pass Road, Truckee, CA  96161
530-587-8981  |  www.goodnesssake.org

For Goodness Sake
Opening hearts and minds for the sake of goodness

Gift Shop & Library
Local Art & Authors, Jewelry, 

Crystals, Cards & More...

WINTER HOURS
Tuesday–Friday: 12–5pm

Saturday: 10am–5pm
Sunday & Monday: Closed

CALENDAR from p. 31
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With snow levels rising, what does the future of skiing in Tahoe look like?

Picture a 40-day ski 
season. Recent studies 

have suggested that if carbon 
emissions aren’t curbed in the 
coming decades, it could be 
the norm in 70 years.

Tahoe is once again buried 
in record snowfall, making 
it tough to imagine a world 
in which the future of skiing 
might be in jeopardy. Weather 
and climate are two very 
different things, however, 
and regardless of what we see 
each time we look out our 
window, scientists agree that 
change is on the horizon. One 
2017 study out of Boulder, 
Colorado, which computed 
over 300,000 years of climate 
model situations, recently 
assessed the length of ski 
seasons at 247 ski resorts 
across the country. While 
higher elevations such as the 
Sierra Nevada and the Rocky 
Mountains fared better than 
others, Tahoe’s ski resorts are 
still expected to experience a 
significant change regardless 
of whether carbon emissions 
are reduced. 

The study used five varying 
climate models to make 
predictions for 2050 and 
2090 based on two different 
scenarios, RCP4.5 and 
RCP8.5, the same scenarios 
as mentioned on p. 15. 

RCP4.5 assumes we can get 
emissions stabilized by 2040 
and heavily reduced by 2080, 
RCP8.5 assumes emissions 
continue unabated. If the 
latter was to occur, a National 
Center for Atmospheric 
Research climate model 
predicts Alpine Meadows 
could see its season shrink 
from 153 to 62 
days by 2090 in 
the worst case 
scenario. That same 
scenario predicts 
a decrease to 101 
days if emissions are 
reduced. 

Any decrease will 
affect more than just 
the ski bum’s search 
for a 100-plus-
day season; the 
economic impact 
is enormous. The 
Boulder study pre-
dicts, “season length 
changes could result 
in millions to tens of 
millions of foregone 
recreational visits annually by 
2050, with an annual mon-
etized impact of hundreds of 
millions of dollars.” While this 
data refers to the country at 
large, it is still a sobering note 
for a region heavily depen-
dent on its winter tourism 
industry.

“Those predictions, obviously 
they’re of concern to every-

one, which is why there is a 
mobilization around making 
changes,” Ski California 
President Michael Reitzell 
said, regarding the forecast 
for shorter seasons. “To me 
there’s no point in arguing 
what’s going to happen in the 
future when we can all sit 
back and say, ‘It’s better for 

our environment if we take 
certain steps.’ Is it better for 
our environment if we reduce 
carbon emissions? I think 
the universal answer to that 
should be ‘yes.’”

As of this writing, both 
Squaw Valley Alpine 
Meadows and Northstar 
California have taken steps to 
reduce their carbon footprint 
through pledges for 100 

percent renewable power, 
among other environmental 
initiatives. Squaw Alpine 
entered an agreement with 
Liberty Utilities in February 
2018 to purchase 100 percent 
renewable power through 
the utility, but as of yet the 
agreement is still held up 
in the California Public 

Utilities Commission process. 
Liberty’s “green tariff” rate 
for renewable power, which 
Squaw’s president and chief 
operating officer Ron Cohen 
said would be a roughly 10 
percent addition to the cur-
rent rate the resort is paying, 
was submitted to the CPUC 
a couple months back but is 
still making its way through 
the process. 

“This is a frustrating thing, 
right?” Cohen said. “I mean 
you have the state which has 
these goals around converting 
everybody to renewables 
but the process to get 
there is, obviously it’s very 
Californian; it’s arcane and 
bureaucratic.” 

The resort also rolled out a 
new parking initiative this 
year called POW Parking that 
Cohen said has multifaceted 
benefits. The system sets 
aside increased parking space 
at the resort for carpoolers, 
which both takes cars off the 
road and makes the most 
use out of Squaw’s limited 
parking area. So far, the 
resort estimates the project 
has taken 9,692 cars off the 
road this season as of March 
1. It also estimates its Drink 
Mountain Tap initiative 
has removed over 46,000 
water bottles from the waste 
stream. 

At Northstar, big changes 
are going through as a part 
of Vail’s larger “commitment 
to zero initiative” — mean-
ing zero net emissions, zero 
waste to landfill, and zero net 
operating impact to forests. 
Vail sustainability director 
Kate Wilson said all of Vail’s 
resorts, including Northstar, 
Heavenly, and Kirkwood 
are set to meet the zero net 

BY SAGE SAUERBREY
Moonshine Ink

See SNOW LEVELS p. 34

SHORTER SEASONS: If carbon emissions 
continue unabated, Squaw Valley’s ski season 

could be reduced from 200 to 111 days. Under 
the same model, Alpine Meadows’ season 
could drop as low as 41 days on average. 

Illustration by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink, 
Sage Sauerbrey/Moonshine Ink

Skiing in a Warming World

DREAMING OF A WHITE CHRISTMAS: A graph from the 2017 climate study out of Boulder, 
Colorado, shows projections for ski season length in 2050 and 2090 based on two potential 
emissions scenarios. In the RCP4.5 scenario, we globally reduce carbon emissions to low 
levels by 2080, and in the RCP8.5 scenario, emissions are not stabilized until 2100. Graph 
courtesy Global Environmental Change
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emissions goal by 2020 due to 
the purchase of 74 megawatts 
annually from a wind facility 
in Nebraska, from which 
power sales would effectively 
offset all of the company’s 
power requirements. Zero 
net operating impact to 
forests is being met by first 
reducing overall impact as 
much as possible by looking 
at all business decisions 
through the lens of sustain-
ability, and working with the 
National Forest Foundation 
on partnerships that offset 
what aggregated impact the 
company does have. The zero 
waste to landfill, Wilson says, 
is the most difficult of any of 
these efforts.

“The zero waste to landfill 
pillar is really, really hard,” 
Wilson said. “If you think 
about having a hamburger at 
10,000 feet, right, how did it 
get up there? And if you don’t 
eat the whole thing how does 
it get down to a composting 
facility?” 

Wilson said Northstar has 
effectively reduced its printed 
trail maps by 75 percent, 
and switched from single-use 
plastics to Eco-Products, 
sustainable dining products 
for all on-mountain dining 
facilities. 

Both resorts also recognize 
the need not only for climate 
mitigation, but also to adapt 
to the changes that are 
already occurring. Snow 
levels have already risen 
significantly in the last few 
decades, see p. 15, a trend 
that is predicted to continue. 
Snowmaking has therefore 

become an increasingly large 
investment for resorts across 
the country. Squaw put $1 
million into snowmaking 
improvements last year, 
Northstar added 24 low 
energy snow guns, Sugar 
Bowl doubled its snowmaking 
capabilities with $3 million 
in improvements, Mt. Rose 
installed 17 new guns, the list 
goes on. Wilson at Vail says 
another means of adaptation 
is moving toward more sum-
mer options for pass holders 
and other customers.

On top of the climate-related 
actions that these and other 
ski resorts are taking — 
Diamond Peak in Nevada 
became the first ski resort 
in the Tahoe area to receive 
STOKE certification for its 
sustainability efforts last 
year — there is also a political 
aspect to climate change that 
local ski resorts are poised to 
influence. 

“Ski resorts are on the bleed-
ing edge of climate change,” 
said Matt Tucker, ski industry 
liaison for the Citizens 
Climate Lobby — Tahoe 
Chapter. Tucker is tasked 
with reaching out to the local 
ski resorts and major players 
in the ski industry to drum up 
support and endorsements for 
climate legislation. “You could 
call [ski resorts] the canary 
in the coal mine and we want 
to use their pulpit, their 
platform, to reach as many 
people as we can because 
there are not only a lot of 
people who depend on skiing 
for their livelihood, but there 
are a lot of people who truly 
love to participate in winter 
sports.” 

There’s no 
wind hold 

in here.

•  FREE week pass including classes  
(new members only — VALID WITH AD ONLY)

•  $25 assessment/consultation  
(one-on-one review w/a personal trainer)

•  $20/month unlimited classes  
(w/membership)

Memberships start at only  
$35 A  MONTH! Call for details.

Truckee/North Tahoe’s #1 Gym!

EXPERIENCED & KNOWLEDGABLE TRAINERS
W I D E  V A R I E T Y  O F  E Q U I P M E N T
F U N  E N V I R O N M E N T

CURRENT SPECIALS

SNOW LEVELS from p. 33

MAKE IT SNOW: 
Hope for the best 
and prepare for the 
worst. Snow levels are 
rising year by year and 
Tahoe’s ski resorts have 
invested millions in 
snowmaking-oriented 
capital projects. Photo 
courtesy Vail Resorts
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SOUL KITCHEN

Contrary to what Kermit 
the Frog has told us, it 

really is easy being green. 
Whether you choose to go big 
or small, it’s simple to bring 
eco-friendly changes into your 
kitchen through the applianc-
es you purchase, the tools you 
use, and the foods you make.

On the grand scale of 
environmental-friendliness, 
purchasing appliances with 
an Energy Star rating helps 
save money long term. But 
when it comes down to the 
kitchen nitty gritty — the 
actual cooking — you’d be 
surprised by how easy it is to 
be eco-friendly.

First things first: Trade in 
your chemically coated non-
stick cookware for stainless 
steel, cast iron, or ceramic 
cookware.

Nonstick pots and pans are 
typically coated with Teflon. 
According to foodmatters.
com, “When exposed to heat, 
most nonstick cookware 
becomes a source of per-
fluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), 
which is a long-chain chemical 
compound that has been 
linked to a frightening range 
of health problems including 
thyroid disease, infertility in 
women, organ damage, and 
developmental and reproduc-
tive problems.”

Once you’ve ditched 
chemical-laden pots and pans, 
you can turn your attention 
to the meat and potatoes of 
kitchen matters — the food 
you prepare.

Climate Change Connection 
recommends the “rule of five 
Ns”: nearby, naked, nutri-
tious, new now, and natural. 
While it isn’t always feasible 
to achieve all five of the Ns, 
it’s a great starting point as 
a way to reduce one’s carbon 
“food-print.”

Buying foods sourced from 
nearby farmers (think Tahoe 
Food Hub, Sierra Valley 
Farms, or Mountain Bounty 
Farm, to name a few) helps 
to reduce pollution created 

from transporting goods long 
distances.

Foods that are “naked” are 
those sold in their natural 
state, free of packaging. Think 
fresh fruits and veggies like 
bananas and oranges. They 
come in their own perfect 
wrapping. Head to the pro-
duce aisle of New Moon and 
once you select your goodies, 
skip the plastic bag, replacing 
it with a canvas veggie bag of 
your own. 

Choosing foods that are 
nutritious is always a better 
choice than those that are 
highly processed and loaded 
with preservatives. One way 
to preserve nutrition is to 
only cook your vegetables 
until they are tender enough, 
not overcooked. Also, choose 
fresh, not frozen options. 

“New now” is a fancy way of 
saying: Eat what is in season 
and what comes from your 
own home garden. Doing 
so will lessen transportation 
pollution and your selections 

will taste better since they’re 
picked much closer to the 
height of ripening. Have you 
ever gone to an orchard for 
pick-your-own peaches? There 
is nothing that comes close 
biting into a peach plucked 
straight from the tree — 
bursting with flavor and so 
plump the juices are dripping 
down your hand. Sweet, juicy, 
and delicious, they don’t 
call fruit nature’s candy for 
nothing. 

By selecting natural foods, you 
will enjoy nature’s bounty in 
its pure state, grown without 
harmful pesticides and chemi-
cals that may have adverse 
health effects. This doesn’t 
mean you have to eat just 
veggies. Try sourcing your meat 
locally from Mountain Valley 
Meats or Sierra Valley Yaks. 

These five simple reminders 
are a great way to include 
more wholesome foods in 
your diet, make you feel good 
about your buying choices, 
and produce a green impact, 
too. 

Easy Being Green

BUYING LOCAL and selecting whole foods contribute to health and wellbeing 
in a simple way. It benefits the local economy, and adds crucial nutrients to 
your diet. Check the produce aisle at New Moon Truckee, and buy only what’s 
in season. Photo by Sage Sauerbrey/Moonshine Ink

LIVE  MUSIC  CALENDAR

CottonwoodRestaurant.com
(530) 587-5711

10142 Rue Hilltop Rd., Truckee, CA 96161

Voted  Best Fine 
Dining Restaurant

Reservations 
Appreciated

HAPPY HOUR in the BAR 
Daily: 4:30-6PM
Locals Thursdays:  
All Night Long (not  
avail. holiday weekends)

Historic Hilltop  
Overlooking
Downtown Truckee

Thursday, March 14
Pam & Dan Rosenthal

Friday, March 15 
Blarney Man

Saturday, March 16
Pam & Dan Rosenthal

Thursday, March 21
Jeff Campbell

Friday, March 22
Frog & Toad

Saturday, March 23
Peter DeMattei

Thursday, March 28

Richard Blair

Friday, March 29

Kenny Freeman

Saturday, March 30

Jeremy Thomas

Thursday, April 4

Bias & Dunn

Friday, April 5

David Beck Trio

Locals Early Bird Dinner 3-course Menu $3200

Sunday-Thursday 5-6pm thru May 2019 excluding holidays

March 15 & 16 | FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Failure Machine
(Great Soul/R&B, Rock group from Reno)

March 22 & 23 | FRIDAY & SATURDAY

The Sextones
(Funk/Soul from Reno)

March 29 & 30 | FRIDAY & SATURDAY

The Easy Leaves
(Honky Tonk from Sonoma)

April 5 & 6 | FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Todd Clouser
(Rock / Jazz guitarist from Mexico City)

10007 Bridge St. | Truckee, CA | (530) 587-8688 | moodysbistro.com

MOODYS
BISTRO, BAR & BEATS

LIVE MUSIC
THURSDAY THRU SATURDAY

BY JULIANA DEMAREST
Moonshine Ink
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Get Involved in Your 
Community’s Future

Part ll: The Climate Change Factor
Editor’s note: This a sequel 
to our last edition of Savvy 
Stacks. Check out related 
recommendations by Ruth 
Jackson Hall in Get Involved 
in Your Community’s Future: 
Books That Will Spark Your 
Thinking in our December 
edition.

Truckee may 
be rural, but 

it is a smart, 
progressive, and 
globally conscious 
community taking 
action on climate 
change with a 
target of reducing 
greenhouse gases 80 
percent by 2040. An excellent 
way to support this effort 
is through participation in 
the general plan update with 
an eye toward increasing 
walkability. Cars and trucks 
account for nearly one-
fifth of all U.S. emissions, 
and the best way to lower 
vehicle trips is to provide 
alternatives, such as walking, 
biking, and mass transit. This 
decreases emissions, while 
addressing other issues in our 
increasingly busy community, 
such as traffic congestion, 
parking, and preserving 
community character. 
Downtown Truckee is the 
epicenter for these issues and 
a great place for solutions. 
The three books reviewed 
here are excellent idea 
generators on these topics as 
well as great reads.   

FIELD NOTES FROM A 
CATASTROPHE: MAN, 
NATURE, AND CLIMATE 
CHANGE
Elizabeth Kolbert, Bloomsbury, 
2006

Scientific research on climate 
change began in the 1850s 
when Irish physicist John 
Tyndall discovered “the 
natural greenhouse effect.” 
Interest caught on in the U.S. 
in the 1970s with growing 
concerns about air pollution, 
and riveted national attention 

in 1992 with the publication 
of Sen. Al Gore’s book, Earth 
in the Balance, whereupon 
climate change became politi-
cized. Increased politicization 
in the last two years makes it 
necessary today to continue 
making the case for global 

warming. A way to 
beef up on facts and 
compelling exam-
ples can be found in 
this Pulitzer Prize-
winning book that 
describes climate 
incidents that have 
occurred throughout 
history on mul-
tiple continents. 
An example of how 

ancient carbon is stored and 
released into the atmosphere 
is particularly fascinating. For 
thousands of years when trees 
and plants died in the Arctic, 
they didn’t fully decompose in 
the cold temperatures. These 
old plants were pushed down 
into the permafrost and new 
plants grew on top of them in 
repeated cycles. In Fairbanks, 
Alaska, green grass is being 
found in permafrost dating 
back to the 
middle 
of the last 
ice age. 
The rapid 
melting of 
permafrost 
is causing 
the release of 
greenhouse 
gases frozen 
for millennia. 
Kolbert also 
differentiates 
climate change 
due to natural 
causes, such as 
extended droughts that trig-
gered the collapse of ancient 
civilizations, from human-
caused climate change that is 
resulting in a rapid extinction 
of species. She points to the 
U.S. — the largest emitter of 
greenhouse gases — turning 
its back on climate action, 
including the Kyoto Protocol 
in 2005 and now, with the 

recent U.S. withdrawal from 
the Paris Agreement, and 
notes that local action is 
critical. 

WALKABLE CITY RULES: 
101 Steps to Making 
Better Places
Jeff Speck, Island Books, 2018

Jeff Speck’s book Walkable 
Cities, which we reviewed 
in December, presented 
theory and research behind 
walkability. His new book 
turns theory into action. Laid 
out in 101 concise chapters, 
it is a blueprint for achieving 
walkability by tackling its 
number one impediment — 
the automobile. Just glancing 
through the chapter titles, 
this book seems to have been 
written for Truckee: Invest in 
attainable housing downtown, 
eliminate on-site parking 
requirements, do a walkability 
study, price parking based 

on its value, redesign your 
bus network, and more. Rule 
78 — put street trees almost 
everywhere — lays out the 
multiple roles trees play. They 
protect sidewalks, reduce 
crashes, shape space, absorb 
storm water, absorb UV and 
pollutants, improve property 
values, and improve retail 
viability and public health.

PRESERVING 
AND ENHANCING 
COMMUNITIES: A guide 
for Citizens, Planners, and 
Policymakers
Edited by Hamin, Geigis and 
Silka 2007

This compilation of writings 
addresses an issue all evolving 
communities grapple with: 
how to balance growth and 

development, 
while preserving 
what is best about 
a community. 

For instance, it is hard to 
think about Truckee without 
its iconic vistas: Martis 
Valley, the Truckee River, 
Donner Lake, and Mount 
Rose, to name a few. And 
there are also more subtle 
land features that add value. 
In the chapter, “Historic 
landscape preservation: saving 
community character,” I was 
brought back to a moment 
years ago, driving my son to 

Truckee Elementary, heading 
down Highway 89 south 
to Donner Pass Road, and 
his shock at seeing a huge 
empty dirt lot where, the 
day before, there had been 
a large grove of trees. The 
Safeway parking lot was 
under construction. An arbor 
of trees is not only lovely, it 
converts carbon dioxide into 
oxygen, especially along busy 
roads and highways. One way 
to preserve what is special 
about Truckee is to identify 
and save landmark and 

historic landscapes, 
as the town has done 
with McIver Meadow. 
Some communities 
have on-staff arborists, 
inventories, and 
regulations to preserve 
individual trees and 
greenspaces. Many 
species of older trees 
and greenery are 
slow-growing and for 
decades have resisted 
natural challenges such 
as “freeze-drying,” 
breakage from heavy 
snow, wind, and bears 
climbing into tree 

branches. The beautiful lilac 
stands so prevalent in the hills 
above downtown, the wild 
yellow roses at the Veterans 
Hall, and iconic trees along 
Commercial Row and in old 
neighborhoods are important 
to Truckee’s character. 
Preserving landscapes keeps 
our air and waterways clean 
and maintains what is unique 
about our town. 

SAVVY STACKS
By Ruth Jackson Hall

STREET TREES such as this can be seen in front of Atelier in Truckee and are 
recommended by author Jeff Speck. Photo by Ruth Jackson Hall/Moonshine Ink
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Like peering through the viewfinder of 
a camera, life is all about perspective. 
It’s a matter of how you look at life, how 
you approach it, that dictates much of 
what your day-to-day will be like.

Ashley Wiley was still coping with the 
lasting heartache following the sudden 
loss of her husband, when she heard 
news of a school shooting in Parkland, 
Florida in February 2018. Reflecting 
on the disturbing number of incidents 
in recent years, Ashley saw a common 
denominator in that the shooters 
were often described 
as outcasts and kids 
who suffered from 
mental illness such as 
depression.

“There’s something 
missing,” she said, 
noting the disconnect 
many of these would-be 
shooters felt in society. 
With that, she set out 
to find a way to help 
today’s kids feel less 
lost.

Ashley’s husband, 
renowned photographer Vernon 
Wiley, died in July 2016 when he 
lost his footing while taking photos 
near Emerald Bay. Vernon was one of 
those vibrant, life-loving souls, who 
saw each living day for the gift it was. 
Following his death, Ashley and their 
son Logan, then 6, were enveloped 
by the usual friends and family, but 
also by the photography and climbing 
communities of which Vernon was an 
integral part.

“This community was the net that 
caught us,” recalls Ashley.

It was in this time she saw how 
far-reaching the loss of Vernon had 
been. He had truly touched the lives 
of those around him. But her hus-
band’s life easily could have followed 
a different path. He was one of those 

individuals that just didn’t fit the 
traditional mold of a student, excelling 
in school and going on to college and 
pursuing a career.

“There are those kids … it just 
doesn’t work with them,” said Ashley. 
“Everyone deems 
success differently.”

“When Vernon 
graduated high 
school, he was 
living on a park 
bench in Carson 
City,” she revealed, 

explaining that her 
husband had had a rather 
“tumultuous” childhood. His saving 
grace came in the form of an adult 
who believed in him and introduced 
him to the world of rock climbing. 
Sometime later, when a camera was 
placed in his hand, Vernon found 
the perfect marriage of what was to 
become his life’s work.

Recognizing it can take only a single 
person to change the life course of 
another, Ashley, who works as a full-
time photographer for Getty Images, 
thought perhaps she could share 
Vernon’s legacy through the gift of 
photography. She set up a GoFundMe 
page with the goal of raising enough 
money to purchase Nikon DSLR 
cameras to start an after-school 
photography club in Vernon’s honor, 

perpetuating not only his love of 
creating photos, but the connection 
to nature and lifestyle that come with 
that passion.

Ashley recalled one of her earlier 
climbing excursions with Vernon. She 

didn’t know 
which route 
to take and 
asked what 
to do. “Just 
go up,” he’d 
replied. His 
approach 
to life 
was that 
simple. It 
was about 

freedom and adventure, but also about 
beauty and the little things.

“He had this energy about him,” 
Ashley said of her husband. “He 
brought this carefree energy to every-
day things. Life without him, it brings 
me to my knees. It breaks me.”

Yet through sorrow she found strength 
and is happy to share Vernon’s 
message with the kids of Glenshire 
Elementary via the Vernon Wiley 
Photography Club. 

“My hope is to bring the kids joy,” said 
Ashley. “To get them to start to look at 
moments, slow down.” They begin to 
see things from a different standpoint 
in a scenario in which there is no right 
or wrong. The concept of freedom is 

a main component of the program, 
which debuted last September and ran 
for eight weeks. The current session 
runs through May.

Ashley believes if Vernon were here, 
he would tell the kids, “Go have fun. 
Find your passion,” because that is 
what life is about and the message his 
namesake club delivers.

“Allowing that freedom (in your life) 
is one of the biggest things I learned 
from him,” explained Ashley, noting 
that when kids are given responsibil-
ity, “They rise up to it.” She shared 
that upon being given their cameras, 
the kids beam with pride that they 
are entrusted with this grand piece 
of equipment. “They feel important, 
honored, trusted,” she said. “It’s part 
of that freedom piece.”

During each session the kids are set 
free with a mission to capture images 
following a certain theme. They 
wander the school campus, every one 
of them looking through the lens and 
seeing something different, with the 
end result of 10 different kids having 
taken 10 different pictures of the 
same subject matter.

In the nearly three years since Vernon’s 
passing, priorities have changed for 
Ashley. She and Logan, now 9, have 
their own adventures, landing in far-off 
places like Ecuador. It’s bittersweet 
watching Logan grow more and more 
like his father — insightful, soulful, 
goofy, always looking for the positive. 
A budding photographer who also 
wants to be a singer and inventor; the 
fourth-grader recently won an Editor’s 
Award from Getty Images for a photo 
he took featuring Ashley.

“Kids are a lot closer to the truth,” 
said Ashley. So, in the months fol-
lowing Vernon’s death, when her 
precocious son questioned why it is 
that in so many kids’ movies one or 
both parents die in the storyline, she 
answered simply, “From great loss 
comes great stories.” 

ASHLEY WILEY as seen through the eyes of student 
photographers. Photo by Kai Demarest 

BY JULIANA DEMAREST
Moonshine Ink

Photographic Memories
Student club keeps photographer’s memory alive
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Photo by Logan Wiley

Photo by 
Tyndall Reynaud
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By DAWN ANDREONI
Moonshine Ink

A major cosmic shift initiates 
the month of March, as 
Uranus moves from Aries into 
Taurus on March 6. Uranus is 
one of the “outer” planets. 
These planets are larger and 
have longer orbits traversing 

the outer reaches of our solar system. Uranus 
takes 84 years to complete its orbit around 
the Sun. Uranus has been in Aries since 2011, 
so this is quite a phase shift! As the archetypal 
disrupter, the Uranian energy breaks up 
established structures to instigate rebellion and 
create revolution. In the Fire sign, Aries, Uranus 
provoked innovative ideas regarding how we 
form our personal identity. Now, as the planet 
moves into Taurus, we are presented with radical 
reinventions to our core values and financial 
holdings. Taurus is a fixed Earth sign, known 
for its stability, sensibility, and stubbornness. 
Uranus, however, shakes up the typical Taurean 
sense of security. Adaptability and perseverance 
are the keys to managing the disruptions Uranus 
brings. It is in this way that Uranus ignites our 
inner genius, inspiring creative solutions to 
unforeseen challenges. What we lose in comfort, 
we gain in growth.

Astrology |

After an amazing 15-year 
tenure, last month, NASA’s 
exploratory vehicle 
Opportunity transmitted its 
last images from Mars to us 
on Earth. Although we have 
bid adieu to the robotic rover, 

we can still see Mars above us in the night sky 
throughout the month of March. At the start of 
the month, Mars appears in the southwestern 
sky at sunset. The planet will appear closer and 
closer to the western horizon with each sunset 
as the month progresses. As we approach 
midmonth, the waxing crescent Moon can be 
found in the same area of the sky. During the 
last days of the month, Mars will conjoin the 
Pleiades cluster, in the constellation of Taurus. 
Refer to February’s edition of Moonshine Ink for 
how to find the Pleiades! Later in March, the Sun 
will overtake Mars as we move closer to April. 
The nearer the two are in the sky, the more the 
Sun’s powerful radiance obscures the light of the 
planet. Get outside and observe our neighboring 
planet while the viewing is good!

Astronomy |

~ Dawn Andreoni is yoga teacher and 
astrologer living on the North Shore of Lake 
Tahoe. You can find more about her offerings 
at celestialdawnastrology.com or follow her at 
facebook.com/astronotions. 

ACROSS
1 Ballroom move 51 "___ here long?" 19 Rudely terse
5 Skirt feature, 52 Embroidered 21 Simon's couple

sometimes hole 24 Chris of 
9 M, to Einstein 53 Success at the "Jurassic World"

13 Study aide expense of 25 Ivan the Terrible,
15 Garden others e.g.

walkway 57 Anteater's 26 Creole veggie
16 Death notice, cousin 27 Online prefix 

briefly 59 "The Audacity with -pedia
17 Addams Family's of Hope" author 28 Great time

Fester, e.g. 60 Big cat 30 Flat replacement
18 Law firm newbie 61 Palindromic term 32 Go up against
20 Something huge of address 33 Knitting stitch
22 Seller of Alaska 62 Xbox enthusiast 34 Perceive

in 1867 63 Repair, as 37 In the _____... 
23 UPC part clothing (for now)
24 Foreshadow 64 Nose out 38 Holiday crackler
25 In the direction 65 Tear apart 41 Area prone to 

of flooding
28 Big bully DOWN 44 Marine hazard
29 SNL segments 1 Concert memento 46 ___ Piper
30 Refinery residue 2 It can be hard to 47 Attorney's 
31 Scruff of the carry, for some charge

neck 3 Cut into glass 48 Bailiwick
35 Biblical boat 4 Skunk 49 Eagle's home 
36 Understanding 5 Sudden gush (var.)
39 Greyhound, e.g. 6 Whip's blow 50 Exorcist's target
40 Commuter line 7 "___ a deal!" 51 Ecological 
42 Right on the 8 Leaving no community

map? stone unturned 53 Stars and 
43 Seize illegally 9 Wet Stripes, e.g.
45 Abstract style 10 Put down 54 British title

of the '60s 11 Peaceful protest 55 Word said before
47 In a monotonous 12 Place of another opening the eyes

way 14 Penitent's 56 Fabric quantity
48 Merlot, for one emotion 58 Little fella
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Difficulty: Easy 

6 5
7 9 2 4 8

2 8
4 6 3
2 1 7

6 4
5 8

7 5
6 1 3 2

HOW TO SOLVE:

Each row must contain the numbers 1 to 
9; each column must contain the number 
1 to 9; and each set of 3 by 3 boxes must 
contain the numbers 1 to 9.

FIND THE SOLUTIONS IN  
THE OPINION SECTION.

Email your answer to culture@
moonshineink.com. One lucky winner will 
take home a Homewood lift ticket!

YOU MAKE THE HEADLINE

The snow has us all being wacky. 
What’s the perfect title for the image 
above? Photo by Wade Snider

S T A R S
THE

C R O S S W O R D By Margie E. Burke

Difficulty: Easy  |  Edited by Margie E. Burke

Q U I Z

S U D O K U

Family Night at the 14th Annual Science Expo
Attend the 2019 Science Expo! Hands-on 
science activities with a focus on properties 
of matter, energy, forces & motion, and more! 
Free, family-friendly, and open to the public. 
Wednesday, March 20, 4–6 p.m. at the UC Davis 
Tahoe Science Center, Incline Village, NV. Visit 
tahoe.ucdavis.edu/events or call (775) 881-7566.

P A G EP U Z Z L E
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BOB WRIGHT, “Do Not Attempt This Stunt,” photography

Parting Shot
YOUR CANVAS



T R U C K E E  D O W N T O W N  M E R C H A N T S  A S S O C I A T I O N

WHAT’S UP DOWNTOWN!

W W W . H I S T O R I C T R U C K E E . C O M

FOLLOW US ON

TDMA IS A NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION

SAVETHEDATE!

DID YOU KNOW THE TRUCKEE FOLLIES STARTED IN 1981?!
The Truckee Follies started when a town local suggested there should be a “Spring Tonic for the people 
of Truckee.” After the long winter, locals wanted to enjoy a variety show with songs and skits. Mary Lou 
Herhusky wrote new lyrics to well-known, popular songs and the Truckee Downtown Merchants Association 
— with help from the community — put together a double-act show with all the works. Oh, wait — can’t 
forget the program! Known for its off color, humorous ads, the first programs were hand drawn. The 
popular program is still considered a show in itself! The next Truckee Follies is scheduled for April, 2020 

and will be much the same as it was in 1981 with singing, dancing and skits 
poking fun at Truckee life. According to Mitch Clarin, (the longest running 
producer, so he says) “I am looking forward to another spectacular spectacle!” 
Mitch is currently working on a fun, top-secret theme and still loves how the 
community comes together for such a special Truckee event. Some things 
never change, and for the Follies, that’s not bad thing!

Downtown Truckee has always been the Heart and Soul of Truckee! 
We invite you to see what is next for TDMA! Stay tuned!Photos courtesy 

Stefanie Olivieri

Thursdays  |  5–8:30PM
June 13th – August 29th

(excluding July 4th)

Applications for vendors  
are available now at  

www.truckeethursdays.com


