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Spring: 4/8/19–6/26/19 until 10pm 
Summer: Starts 6/27/19 until 2am

Free North Shore Night Service picks up at 
bus stops between Squaw Valley, Tahoma, 
Crystal Bay, and Northstar.

Go out, enjoy live music and dinner and 
leave the driving to us! 

FREE Night ServiceTART Daily Regional Routes

Highway 267–Hourly 

Crystal Bay, Kings Beach, Northstar,  
and Truckee. 

Highway 89–Hourly 

Tahoe City, Squaw Valley, Truckee.

Highway 28–Every 30 Minutes 

Incline Village, Crystal Bay, Kings  
Beach, and Tahoe City.
 

TART Truckee Local Route

Daily Year-Round Service  
Monday–Saturday.  

Free to the rider. Connects with  
regional routes and Dial-A-Ride.

Truckee TART Dial-A-Ride 
7-days a week. 
Daily door-to-door service for residents 
and visitors into neighborhoods and  
commercial areas.

TahoeTruckeeTransit.com

ErskinePhotography

Truckee Thursdays Shuttle 6/13/19–8/29/19 |4:30pm–9:45pm 
To and from Downtown Truckee: Prosser, Glenshire, Sierra Meadows, Donner Lake,  
Tahoe Donner, Northstar and Squaw Valley. 

TART is a public transit system.

Traveling to/from Reno? Take the NorthLakeTahoeExpress.com 
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MOUNTAINS AND MOTIONS

D A V E  W O L F E
A  L O C A L  L A W Y E R

POWDER AND PLEADINGS

L O U   B A S I L E
A  L O C A L  L A W Y E R

SPIKES AND SETTLEMENTS

R A V N  W H I T I N G T O N
A  L O C A L  L A W Y E R

TRAILS AND TRIALS

P E T E  C U T T I T T A
A  L O C A L  L A W Y E R

WAKES AND WRITS

B R I A N  H A N L E Y
A  L O C A L  L A W Y E R

CASTING AND CONTRACTING

S T E V E  G R O S S
A  L O C A L  L A W Y E R

WHEELS AND WILLS

K E L L E Y  C A R R O L L
A  L O C A L  L A W Y E R

D U C K S  A N D  D E E D S

J I M  P O R T E R
A  L O C A L  L A W Y E R

NAVIGATION AND NEGOTIATION

J A M E S  S I M O N
A  L O C A L  L A W Y E R
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Do Tell!

INTERVIEWS & PHOTOS BY ALEX HOEFT/MOONSHINE INK

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE  
LOCAL NONPROFIT AND WHY?
They say the holiday season is the time for giving. Who ‘they’ are, I’m not sure, 
but some of the best of us dedicate time and money to charity all year long 
— those who work for or with nonprofits, groups which largely exist to do the 
business of positive change-making. This month we decided to ask locals what 
their favorite nonprofits are. 

DAVID KELLERS, Reno
Tahoe Sports Hub
Probably the Humane Society because it takes care of all the 
little dogs that need help out there. And kitties.

LARISSA MARTINEZ, Truckee
Owner, Truckee Love; Tahoe University, ela chapman 
I love Project MANA because they tackle hunger in our regular 
community, so not just people who are low income, but 
families who may not have a lot of money that month. Years 
ago, they provided my family a Thanksgiving dinner, and 
so I was able to go and get food and not feel any shame 
or embarrassment in doing it. They bring understanding to 
middle-to-lower class people who sometimes need a little bit of 
help in order to feed their families healthy food. 

JEN PIZZI, Truckee
Operations specialist, Landing
I would choose High Fives because its athletes resonate 
so closely with our lifestyle here in Tahoe. Knowing that an 
organization like High Fives is there to support individuals who 
sustain life-changing injuries by helping them continue to live a 
life of adventure is an amazing feat.

MICHAEL PREASEAU, Glenshire
Owner, The Cooking Gallery
My favorite nonprofit is the TDMA, which is the Truckee 
Downtown Merchants Association, of which I am on the board. 
Just being a part of the community and being able to maintain 
a good solid local business here in town I think just benefits 
everybody in the community.

KATH IRWIN, Truckee
Shop manager, Riverside Studios
Humane Society because I have two rescue dogs and I plan to 
rescue from here to the end of my days. I was born and raised 
on a farm and there’s just too many animals out there that are 
unneutered and homeless and abused, and I don’t ever want to 
buy from a puppy mill or a pet store when there’s lots of worthy 
animals out there that can have a home.
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530.563.8191 ~ Silver
530.536.5400 ~ Gold 

10007 Bridge St. Suite C Truckee. CA. 96161
9932 Donner Pass Rd. Truckee. CA. 96161

www.lorienpowers.com

Lorien Powers

Industrial Contemporary Designs

530.563.8191
10007 Bridge St. Suite C.

9932 Donner Pass Rd.
Truckee. CA. 96161
Lorienpowers.com

Lorien@lorienpowers.com

Ta
ho

e I
nte

grative Veterinary Care

Dr. Wendy Robinson, DVM
12068 Donner Pass Rd, Truckee  •  530-582-1133

T a h o e H o l i s t i c V e t . c o m

Ask Us About PRP
A minimally-invasive treatment using your dog’s 
own blood to enhance healing of injured tendons, 

ligaments, and arthritic joints!

Paired with a rehabilitation program catered to your 
pet’s needs, PRP helps decrease inflammation, 
improve tissue regeneration, and help get your 

Tahoe dog back to the trails.

Same day procedure.

Also: Ask about exercises and techniques 
to prevent injury before it happens!

HEAL INJURIES 
WITHOUT SURGERY!

Find These Stories Online Only
Our new website, launched in May, is home to a growing 
library of online exclusive stories. Since we released May’s 
print edition, the crew published website articles about 
fundraising efforts to keep Tahoe City’s Mother Penny Bear 
sculpture in town, new technology under debate at the 
Truckee Airport, and protests against bans on abortions in 
other states by local women’s reproductive health advocacy 
groups. It is all part of our plan to keep the community in the 
know, as quickly as possible.  

Progress and Pool Poo-Removal
Simultaneously with the release of the June print edition, we 
also published four new exclusive online stories. Check out 
updates on the first new downtown housing development in 
over 10 years, on Jibboom Street; read about how wildfire in 
the region can affect the watershed; learn about the “crappy” 
problem of child “fecal incidents” at the Truckee Community 
Pool; and get an update from the developers of the proposed 
downtown Truckee Ice Pavilion project. 

Avoid Moonshine Online “FOMO”
Groove out to our latest Tiny Porch concerts, dial in to local events with the live-updating 
TAP calendar (you can even add local events yourself!), and learn local history by checking 
out the archives. As always, keep us in the loop of how we’re doing on your screen as well as 
in print; email info@moonshineink.com with feedback or suggestions to let us know how we 
can better fulfill your Moonshine online dreams. 

Willy Tea Taylor’s iconic Tiny Porch concert is 
a hit on Moonshine’s Instagram, Facebook, and 
YouTube alike. He is well-known throughout 
the Basin and his passionate, genuine rendi-
tions of folksy tunes will resonate deeply in 
your very soul. With 261 reactions on Facebook 
in a post that reached 40,560 people, the 
community support for this old-timey crooner 
just keeps growing. Pay Willy’s concert a visit 
online and check out the exclusive interview on 
moonshineink.com while you’re at it!

Visit with us on Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram.

Singin’ on the Porch

MOONSHINEINK.COM

BOOKS, TUBES, & ‘GRAMS

After eight states created laws that heavily restrict and 
stop just short of fully banning abortion, over 400 cities 
nationwide took to the streets to express voices in opposi-
tion. Moonshiner Molly Wilcox reported on-site at a May 
23 protest in Truckee. The online story elicited commentary, 
shares, and 72 reactions on Facebook.

SPEAKING UP

Truckee Reacts to Other States’ 
Restrictions on Abortion 

GO ONLINE

SOULFUL SONGSTER

CRAPPY SITUATION

RAISING “PENNIES” FOR ART
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I am voting with my dollars 
to support Moonshine Ink 
in their pursuit of quality 
information, transparency 
and accountability.”

KATIE SHAFFER
CEO AND FOUNDER 
EAST RIVER PR

Join me in subscribing to 
Moonshine Ink
# K E E P T A H O E S M A R T

Thank you for a successful year!

SCHOLARSHIP DONORS

Sustainable Community Advocates
Vail Resort EpicPromise

Kiwanis Club of North Lake Tahoe
Soroptimist International of Truckee Donner

Rotary Club of Tahoe City
Duggan and Duggan

SPONSORS

Rotary Club of Truckee

HOST LOCATIONS

Tahoe City Public Utility District  ·  Truckee Sanitary District
North Tahoe Event Center  ·  Sierra Nevada College  ·  Town of Truckee

Photo credit: NLTRA
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June 21 & 22 | FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Haunted Summer
(Orchestral Pop from Los Angeles)

June 27–29 | THURSDAY – SATURDAY

Michelle Moonshine
(Americana Singer Songwriter from Salt Lake)

July 8–13 | MONDAY – SATURDAY

Moody’s Jazz Artists in Residence
(World Class Jazz and Hip Hop Artists from NY, Oakland and Los Angeles)

10007 Bridge St. | Truckee, CA | (530) 587-8688 | moodysbistro.com

MOODYS
BISTRO, BAR & BEATS

Enjoy the spring weather on our

Front Patio

LIVE MUSIC
THURSDAY THRU SATURDAY

ON THE COVER:  
UP, UP, AND AWAY!

ABOUT THE PHOTO  |  The Great 
Reno Balloon Race is the largest free 
hot air ballooning event in the nation, 
with more than 100 balloons taking 
flight at sunrise. Ryan Wood took this 
photo of his balloon being piloted 
by longtime friend Justin Kinsinger, 
who first introduced him to the niche 

sport, at the Great Reno Balloon Race 
in 2018.

ABOUT THE ARTIST  |  Ryan Wood 
is usually in the basket when his hot 
air balloon lifts off the ground, but 
sometimes it’s fun to be a spectator and 
just go along for the ride. There’s just 
something about looking up from below 
and seeing the vivid colors of the balloon 
against the bright Tahoe Blue sky.

PUBLISHER
Mayumi “spotted owl” Elegado
(mayumi@moonshineink.com)

ADVERTISING CONSULTANT
Nina “crowned woodnymph” Miller 
(nina@moonshineink.com)

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Juliana “Tweety Bird” Demarest
(juliana@moonshineink.com)

Becca “snowy plover” Loux
(becca@moonshineink.com)

 

NEWS REPORTER
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David “red-tailed hawk” Bunker
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PHOTOGRAPHER
Wade “Himalayan-snowcock” Snider
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M O O N S H I N E  I N K  S T A F F
With regard to the woodpecker rub out, p. 32, we’d be these birds. 

A mere 
four years 
after 
it was 
deemed 
legal by 
the 1967 
U.S. 
Supreme 
Court, my 
parents 

entered into an interracial 
marriage. A Gallup Poll 
showed that when the high 
court made its decision, 48% 
of Americans still believed it 
should be a criminal offense 
that my parents marry. While 
my parents didn’t tie the knot 
on American soil, my 
mother is a born-and-
bred Minnesotan/Texan; 
this culture is a part of 
her and eventually, would 
be of my father. I can’t 
imagine how difficult 
it must have been to 
reconcile the stark cliff 
between her love and her 
culture.

Coming from two cultures 
had its advantages. In the 
Philippines, the groom’s 
family pays for the wedding; 
in the U.S., the bride’s family 
traditionally foots the bill. 
Thus, for my parents, both 
families vied for the right to 
pay. Not a bad deal. 

On the flip side, upon hearing 
about the upcoming nuptials, 
one of my mother’s aunts told 

my maternal grandmother 
that my father would never be 
welcome at her house and that 
she wouldn’t ever touch the 
children.

“It was just a matter of the fear 
of the unknown,” my mother 
says. “When you children came 
along, she loved you and it was 
immediate.”

My grandmother was wise 
not to tell my mother about 
the aunt’s proclamation until 
years later. My mother is 
glad because she’s pretty sure 
she would have “reacted.” 
And behaving rashly has 
consequences (p. 32).

“Today, interracial marriages 
are all over the place. I look 
at that and think, ‘it’s so 
different,’” my mother tells me. 
To make it through the tough 
times back then, her family 
was an important support 
system. Help in times of need 
is crucial, see p. 16 and 44.

Throughout human history 
we’ve spent a lot of energy and 

might fighting the unknown, 
the ‘other.’ As we near the 
celebration of our nation’s 
birth, the Fourth of July, I 
reflect on how the flag is 
often invoked in the name of 
nativism, as if pride in this 
country requires shunning 
those who are not from here. 

I cannot and will not agree 
that being proud of being an 
American means you must 
be of a certain background, 
a certain color, a certain 
faith. As my mother believes, 
I also believe: “We are so 
much stronger because of 
immigrants.”

Meanwhile, some 
people seem ashamed 
of being an American 
and avoid adorning 
themselves with the 
stars and stripes. To 
this I say, let’s take 
back patriotism. Our 
country, for all its 
faults, is a modern 
marvel and continues 
to be a grand human 
experiment in self-rule.

This Fourth, I encourage 
you to be full of pride about 
being an American, to fly the 
red, white, and blue because 
you believe in a country that 
keeps moving forward — not 
perfectly, because humans 
aren’t perfect — but always in 
search of that which is based 
on “liberty and justice for all.” 

Fly Your Flag Proudly

PUBLISHER’S NOTE
By Mayumi Elegado

LET’S TAKE BACK PATRIOTISM. pashabo/
bigstockphoto.com
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C O N T R I B U T O R S Moonshine Ink is published monthly and 
hits the streets on the second Friday of each 
month. Opinions, findings, and conclusions 
expressed are those of authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Moonshine Ink staff 
or advertisers. Please contact us for advertising 
information at sales@moonshineink.com. 
Subscriptions are available for $25/year. Sign 
up online at moonshineink.com/subscribe. 
Printed with soy inks on recycled paper. Stay 
up to date online at moonshineink.com.

Issue Deadline

11 July – 7 Aug 28 June 
8 Aug – 11 Sept 26 July 
12 Sept – 9 Oct 30 Aug

These are the drop-dead deadlines. Howev-
er, if you want your submission considered, 
please try to send it in as early as possible 
and contact us for submission guidelines at 
info@moonshineink.com.

10137 Riverside Dr., Truckee CA 96161 
(530) 587-3607 ph  |  (530) 587-3635 fax

This month EMY LOU joins the cast of Flip’s 
Friends. Emy Lou is a 4-month-old mixed-
breed pup adopted from the Humane 
Society of Truckee-Tahoe. She loves napping 
and wrestling with her cat Delroy. Flip, who 
started this column in 2002, was a long-term 
resident at HSTT. After months of waiting, 
he was adopted and turned out to be an 
amazing dog. Meet the current long-term 
residents on p. 34.

CORRI JIMENEZ has an M.S. in Historic 
Preservation and over 15 years in the field 
in the Sierra Nevada. She also teaches 
in UNR’s Historic Preservation Program. 
Some of the projects she has undertaken 
include listing the 1860 Webber Lake 
Hotel and 1931 Sierraville School in Sierra 
County to the National Register of Historic 
Places. See her In the Past piece, p. 24.

ALEX HOEFT is one of Moonshine’s newest 
additions, joining us from her favorite 
place in the world, Nevada. In addition 
to learning to love Truckee just as much, 
Hoeft loves communicating with people 
through a variety of mediums, writing being 
her favorite. She’s a big sports fan (go S.F. 
Giants!), bigger bookworm, and biggest 
animal lover. See her piece about Martis 
Valley fire services tax dollars, p. 22.

BECCA LOUX just relocated to Truckee 
on a mission to tell stories that are fact-
checked and data-driven without sacrificing 
the human side. She is an avid hiker, 
biker, skater, surfer, boarder, kayaker, sun 
worshiper (and all other important “-ers” 
relating to the outdoors). Loux is currently 
working to arrange her life effectively so 
she can rescue her first dog and start her 
wolfpack. 

N E W S

16  |  One Group to Aid Them All

The July 1 melding together of four local humanitarian service 

organizations is the culmination of established  

nonprofit cooperation in the region. 

S P O R T S  A N D  O U T D O O R S

38  |  Uplifting

Ryan Wood’s stories are filled with hot air. Literally. He’s got many tales 

to tell, most of them beginning with flying in a hot air balloon.

F E AT U R E S

H O M E  F R O N T
30  |  On Sale Now
Cabin fever — three cabins that 
transcend the seasons

31  |  Market Watch

32  |  Space it Up!
How to woodpecker-proof your home

M O U N T A I N  L I F E
34  |  Flip’s Friends
These long-term HSTT residents are 
looking for a home

44  |  Feel Good Story 
Food and Resource Support Center 
helps those in need

T A P  C A L E N D A R
35  |  What’s Happening? 
Featured community events and 
announcements

S O U L  K I T C H E N 
40  |  Fruit on the Barbie
Fire up the grill, it’s time for dessert!

A R T S  &  C U L T U R E
42  |  Behind the Glass
The art of glassblowing is passed from 
father to son

Y O U R  C A N V A S
46  |  Puzzle Page
Crossword; Sudoku; The Stars; A 
Challenge

47  |  Parting Shot
Swagger Boarding

O P I N I O N
4  |  Do Tell
What’s your favorite nonprofit?

8  |  Publisher’s Note
Fly your flag proudly

10  |  My Shot; Shine On
Four social nonprofits merging is 
healthy for those who need it most

12  |  My Shot; Readers Reflect
Art activists are fired-up about 
possibility of community venue; 
Continued reaction to climate change

13  |  My Shot
Is density the answer to our housing 
crisis?

N E W S
14  |  You Asked. They Answered.
Why is the Hospice Thrift retail area 
smaller; What’s the update on the SR 
89/Fanny Bridge project?

22  |  Red Flag Warning
Truckee Fire District proposes new way 
to pick up growing Martis Valley tab

24  |  In the Past
Truckee’s Hollywood history

25  |  News Briefs
Students create climate change mural; 
Lassen a UC Davis Natural Reserve; 
Settlement agreement reached on 
highway boulder damage; Raley’s 
breaks ground in Truckee; and much 
more

28  |  Blood, Sweat, and Beers
As their business continues to grow, the 
owners of Alibi Ale Works stay true to 
their mission

29  |  Business Briefs
Preschool needs a new home; new 
co-working space opens; Tahoe Dave’s 
opens beach shop; and more

38

N I P  7V I N T A G E  1 7

LIFTOFF: Sometimes Ryan Wood prefers to be a spectator and watch his balloon soar. Courtesy 
photo
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Most of us have complex 
lives. On any given day we 
might be dealing with chal-
lenges in 
our roles 
as parents 
or as care-
givers to 
our own 
parents. 
Or maybe 
we are 
having 
an issue 
at work or are managing a 
health issue. Sometimes our 
car needs to be fixed or a 
big surprise bill comes in. 
In fact it is rare when our 
rough patches involve only 
one issue; almost always 
we are juggling multiple 
challenges on any given day 
that intersect and overlap 
in their impact on our lives. 
Even though we know this 
about ourselves as people, 
we typically don’t organize 
our system of supportive 
agencies to mirror this 
reality. Our community 
support organizations often 
deal with one issue — maybe 
food security or preventing 
domestic violence — and 
then refer us somewhere else 
for our other needs. This 
often means frustrating, dis-
jointed experiences for our 
community members who 
may need support during a 
tough time in their lives.

This is why I am so excited 
about the merger of four 
of our critical support 
organizations from Tahoe/
Truckee. Through the com-
ing together of Tahoe SAFE 
Alliance, Project MANA, 
the North Tahoe Family 
Resource Center, and the 
Family Resource Center 
of Truckee, we will have 
a chance to build a much 
more integrated and com-
prehensive service system 
for our residents. Given the 
fragmentation that already 
exists in our community, 
with county lines running 
through neighborhoods or 
even houses and mountain 
passes and weather issues 

that pose regular barriers 
to connecting, a chance to 
simplify care by bringing 
agencies together to com-
prehensively address our 
complicated lives makes so 
much sense.

I have lived in the Tahoe/
Truckee region for over 
25 years and know each 
of these organizations 
intimately. Through my 
work at the Truckee Tahoe 
Community Foundation 
and now at Nevada County, 
I get to see first-hand how 
much we need the services 
of these organizations. Their 
individual commitment to 
ending violence, alleviating 
hunger and building stable 
families is critical. But 
through coming together 
around a shared vision of a 
safer, healthier community 
and blending their services 
and staffs into one seamless 
system of care, I know that 
our community members 
will now have access to 
even more support that 
better mirrors the intersect-
ing needs they may be 
experiencing.

I feel grateful to live in a 
community in which the 
leadership of our core 
nonprofits is both visionary 
enough to pursue such a 
bold organizational change 
and compassionate enough 
to commit to creating the 
services our community 
needs. I am excited about 
this new model of care that 
builds on our long commu-
nity history of collaboration 
and I hope all of us can 
come together to continue 
to provide our volunteer 
energy and donor support 
to ensure that this new 
organization thrives.

~ Phebe Bell is currently the 
director of Behavioral Health 
for Nevada County. She has 
lived in Truckee for over 25 
years and has worked for 
many local nonprofit and 
public human services agen-
cies during that time.

OPINION

Collaboration Is Key
Four social nonprofits merging is healthy 
for those in our region who need it most 

MY SHOT
By Phebe Bell

READERS REFLECT
Submit letters to editors@
moonshineink.com.

In response to Reader’s Re-
flect Anti-Global Warming 
Hysterics

A Case of Mischaracter-
ized Identity of Data and 
Sources
Perhaps Mr. Middlebrook is 
the one displaying hysteria by 
using inappropriate data and 
mischaracterizing my prior 
My Shot in Moonshine Ink. He 
impugns my integrity for using 
data from reliable sources.

He states that atmospheric 
temperature has risen “only” 
1.4 degrees Fahrenheit since 
1880 (an abnormally warm 
year). That would be true 
through 2014 (NASA informa-
tion commonly found in a 
Google search). He accused 
me of making “false claims” by 
saying global temperature has 
increased 2 degrees Fahrenheit 
since 1860, including land 
and sea surface temperatures 
through 2018. But that is also 
true. (See: University of East 
Anglia, HadCRUT4 data.)

He claims the “best physics” 
shows that only about 18% of 
the temperature rise is from 
anthropogenic CO2. What 
physics — and mechanisms? 
Over this period, natural influ-
ences from volcanoes, solar 
intensity, and Earth’s orbital/
axis changes have produced 
plus/minus half-degree 
changes. Human impacts 

from land cover changes and 
ozone have roughly offset 
each other. Aerosols from 
burning fossil fuels have had a 
cooling effect. Greenhouse gas 
emissions (mostly CO2) are 
the dominant human influence. 
Carbon isotope ratios in plants 
and atmospheric CO2 show 
that it’s from fossil fuels. (See: 
February 2019 update, Fourth 
National Climate Assessment, 
Chapter 2, interactive Figure 
2.1 “Human and Natural 
Influences on Global 
Temperature.”)

He claims my advocacy for 
“100% noncarbon energy” is 
a “falsehood.” I think carbon-
neutrality is possible, but I 
said, “We have a long way to 
go.” I think it will take carbon 
capture and storage, nuclear, 
and carbon-neutral biofuels 
— and a determined, focused 
effort.

He says that I “impugn 
the integrity of anyone who 
disagrees with” me. I did not 
say, nor did I imply that. But 
I am skeptical of people, like 
Tom McClintock, who receive 
money from the fossil fuel 
industry, which has spent 
millions of dollars over the past 
decade funding climate change 
denial. (Read Merchants of 
Doubt: How a Handful of 
Scientists Obscured the Truth 
on Issues from Tobacco Smoke 
to Global Warming, by Naomi 
Oreskes.)

~ John Henry Beyer, Truckee, 
Ph.D. geophysicist, via letter

In response to opinion 
piece Rep. McClintock’s 
Dubious ‘Plan’ to Address 
Climate Change

Evidence Lacking for 
Human-Caused Climate 
Change 
The planet has climate change. 
It has always existed, it is 
occurring as we occupy our 
infinitesimal lifespans, and it 
will be so long as we have a 
living planet.

While Mr. Beyer may possess 
the credentials to count himself 
among the 97% of climate 
scientists he references, he 
hasn’t presented a snippet of 
evidence to irrefutably tie the 
primary causation to human 
activities. 

I have two observations 
about all of this. First, the 
I.P.C.C. Investigation itself 
found that there was a 
systematic bias on the point 
of its signatories to block the 
publication of opposing papers 
essentially markedly limited to 
proponents, further limiting 
work done by opponents. 

Finally, scientific truth is not 
settled by consensus. A theory 
is merely that until it is proven 
by experiment. Remember, 
when Einstein said that light 
consisted of particles, all of the 
existing publications said light 
is a continuous wave.

~ Sunny Day, Carnelian Bay 
resident, via letter

See READERS REFLECT p. 12
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In response to opinion piece 
On Climate Change — the 
Sky is Not Falling

Congressman McClintock 
Didn’t Tell the Full Story

Congressman Tom McClintock 
proposed four actions for 
climate adaptation. I will focus 
on two:

1. McClintock argues that 
nuclear power plants and 
hydroelectric dams offer abun-
dant and reliable power with 
no carbon dioxide emissions 
at lower costs and with smaller 
ecological footprints than wind 
and solar. Reservoirs built for 
hydro energy have negative 
effects on water temperatures, 
plants, fish, and other animals. 
Nuclear costs were three times 
that of utility-scale wind and 
solar in 2017, and nuclear 
causes radioactive waste and 
safety issues. According to 
Lazard, utility-scale onshore 
wind and solar are at or lower 
than fossil fuel energy sources 
and are forecasted to reduce 
further.

2. He advocates for forest 
management by harvesting 
excess trees. Forest manage-
ment is critical but much of the 
vegetation that is removed is 
uneconomic for lumber compa-
nies. The clear-cutting strategies 
he proposed reduce the ability 

of forests to combat global 
warming by acting as carbon 
sinks. Many believe that budget 
cuts to the USFS for proper 
forest management aggravates 
the problem. McClintock voted 
for these cuts.

Climate adaptation measures 
must include significant 
reduction in our greenhouse gas 
emissions and a transition to 
renewable energy.

~ Erin de Lafontaine, 
Truckee resident, via letter

In response to opinion 
letter Thanks to Squaw 
Valley

Town and Resorts Endors-
ing Energy/Climate Act
Over a month ago, I expressed 
thanks to Squaw/Alpine 
for endorsing the Energy 
Innovation and Climate 
Dividend Act. Since then, there 
has been a stream of local, high 
profile endorsements. On April 
23, the Truckee Town Council 

unanimously endorsed the 
Energy Innovation and Climate 
Dividend Act (H.R.763), which 
puts a price on carbon and 
returns the revenue to house-
holds as a dividend. Truckee 
joins towns like Anchorage, 
Alaska, Rochester, New York, 
and South Miami, Florida.

Boreal Mountain Resort, 
Soda Springs Mountain 
Resort, and Woodward at 
Tahoe endorsed the act. So did 
Olympic gold medalist Julia 
Mancuso and the McConkey 
Foundation. Nineteen ski 
resorts, three regional ski 
associations, and the National 
Ski Areas Association now 
endorse the act. 

Truckee and our ski com-
munity show that you can 
think globally and act locally. 
Together, we can move 
mountains!

~ Matt Tucker, Truckee, mem-
ber of the North Tahoe Chapter 
of the Citizen’s Climate Lobby, 
via letter

FULL SERVICE TREE CARE
& DEFENSIBLE SPACE

530.320.8061
www.halltreecompany.com

Quality Service  
from Your Local  
ISA Certified Arborist

 Tree Removal
 Tree Trimming
 Defensible Space
 Prompt Service
  Fully Licensed  
& Insured
CCL #924032
ISA #WE-8756A

Custom Sized Art 
for Any Location, 
Visit our Friendly 

Gallery in 
Downtown Truckee!

9940 Donner Pass Rd, Truckee
530-582-0557

TheCarmelGallery.com

Those of us 
fortunate enough 
to call Tahoe 
City home need 
not be told what 
a great place this 
is to live. No 
matter what kind 
of day you’re 
having or what 
may be troubling 
you, you can take a moment to 
gaze out at the expanse of Lake 
Tahoe, and just breathe. 

Our lake is possibly most well- 
known for its clarity; taking 
moments to enjoy the lake offer 
the clarity of perspective. My 
problems or worries are always 
small in comparison to that 
vast, dynamic body of water.

Commons Beach provides 
our regular access to this view. 
Sunday Concerts and the 

Farmer’s Market add to 
the vibrancy of this spe-
cial place, our primary 
gathering spot. It’s been 
that way for Tahoe City 
our entire history:

• Mid-1800s: Tahoe 
City’s waterfront 
included buildings that 
housed the Post Office 
and the Cedar Log 

Saloon, which regularly served 
as the meeting house for the 
Women’s Club.

• 1872: The 4.3-acre parcel is 
deeded to the citizens of Tahoe 
City by President Ulysses 
S. Grant (my cousin!) under 
the provisions of an act of 
Congress.

• 1937: Fire destroys the 
buildings on the Tahoe City 
waterfront. The Tahoe Women’s 
Club obtained permission 
from the presiding judge of 
the Superior Court of Placer 
County, acting as trustee for the 
citizens of Tahoe City, to build 
a multi-purpose community 

center on Commons Beach for 
the public good. The Women’s 
Club and other organizations 
sponsored potluck dinners 
and other fundraisers to help 
pay for the construction of the 
building, and more than 200 
people came from all around 
the lake to join in celebrating 
the completion of construction 
on June 26. 

• 1938: The Post Office occu-
pied one side of the first floor 
of the building, a small meeting 
hall the other. The second floor 
was a large hall with a kitchen 
area which was used as a meet-
ing venue by the Women’s Club 
and the town, and rented out 
for other community activities. 

What’s changed 82 years later? 
Our community has outgrown 
the small building previously 
used as our community center, 
and although Commons Beach 
is a wonderful development for 
the public, the footprint of the 
old firehouse and community 
center seems “up-for-grabs” 
rather than the precedent of its 

public use for-the-people status 
being protected. A commercial, 
for-profit proposal is being 
considered.

The people always speak up, 
and we need a community 
center that serves all to elevate 
our society and celebrate the 
culture of this beautiful place. 

I am part of a grassroots 
organization known as Siren 
Arts. We are fighting to keep 
this precious piece of land for 
community use to benefit the 
people of Tahoe City, not a 
for-profit development. Our 
mission is really no different 
from the Women’s Club all 
those years ago; we want to 
create a facility that can serve 
our community’s needs. Our 
modern community deserves 
a state-of-the-art, multi-use 

community center. We have 
a concept that could activate 
space right away in its current 
form, along with a long-term 
vision for something brand new.

While Commons Beach is eas-
ily the town center in summer 
months, our facility would 
provide a gathering space for 
residents and visitors to be 
inspired every day of the year, 
on the current footprint of the 
firehouse properties. 

Tahoe City’s ONLY public land 
should not be given to entrepre-
neurs or developers to compete 
with our local businesses. It 
should be for celebrations. For 
local artist exhibitions. For 
pumpkin patches. For concerts. 
For food. For lectures. For 
birthdays. For film. For com-
munity groups. 

Join us in the fight to keep this 
parcel in the hands of the com-
munity. Add your name to our 
supporters at sirenarts.org to 
be notified of how you can help 
and be updated along the way. 

~ Christin Hanna grew up on 
the West Shore of Lake Tahoe. 
After a professional dance career 
throughout the U.S., she returned 
home in 2008 and is now the 
founder of Lake Tahoe Dance 
Collective. 

OPINION

MY SHOT
By Christin Hanna

Local Art Activists Fired-Up About 
Potential Community Venue

Protect Tahoe City’s legacy of communal spirit 
by supporting Siren Arts’ vision

READERS REFLECT from p. 10

TAHOE CITY HISTORY: The old 
firehouse, in the foreground. Photo 
courtesy Placer County
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In the midst of our locals’ 
housing crisis, is any housing 
good housing? From a land 
use perspective, no. While 
our region is 
in need of true 
and meaning-
ful workforce 
housing, our 
infrastructure, 
environment, 
and public safety 
need to be taken 
into consider-
ation during the 
land use planning 
process. We should look at 
a variety of solutions to our 
housing predicament. It 
seems as though high-density 
development or market rate, 
locally deed-restricted units 
are the focus of most land 
use discussions right now. 
Many of us in the arena of 
housing and smart growth 
development agree that 
there is no one-size-fits-all 
solution to our crisis. We 

need to be creative in order 
to address housing while 
working within the limits of 
our environment. 

 High-density 
housing in appropri-
ate areas is one 
solution. Density 
can be done right, 
as long as the parcel 
and its surrounding 
infrastructure align 
with the proposed 
project. While no 
development project 
is perfect, projects 

like Domus in Kings Beach, 
or Frishman Hollow and 
Henness Flats in Truckee are 
good examples of density. 
These projects provide mean-
ingful housing options for 
our service industry, which 
is the lifeline of our com-
munity. The future workforce 
housing at the Railyard, The 
Artist Lofts, is another good 
example of high-density infill 
development, locating 77 
affordable units in the heart 
of downtown Truckee, near 
services and transit. 

 But 
high-
density 
housing 
is not 
the only 
solution. 
We need 
to inves-

tigate alternative ways to 
unlock our existing housing 
stock. Currently, the Town of 
Truckee has more than 7,000 
housing units that are vacant 
or seasonally occupied. 
From a land use perspective, 
opening up existing housing 
stock for long-term rentals 
makes sense. Towns like 
Vail, Colorado have similar 
housing issues. Knowing how 
important their workforce 
is to their tourist-based 
economy, the town has 
created incentives for second 
homeowners to deed restrict 
housing units for long-term 
local rentals. Much like our 
region, there are land use 
limitations when considering 
new development. If we 
could utilize existing hous-
ing for long-term rentals of 
second homes, we could cre-
ate a win-win for the second 
homeowners who are willing 
to participate in a deed 
restriction program, while 
creating rentals for locals and 
minimizing growth-related 
impacts. For more informa-
tion on how this works in 
Colorado, go to vailindeed.
com.

 Other solutions are down 
payment assistance, help-
ing first-time homebuyers 
purchase housing. Currently, 
the Martis Fund provides 
funding for this program 

and to date, the program 
has housed 26 families. 
Additional housing alterna-
tives are the development 
or permitting of Accessory 
Dwelling Units. ADUs can 
provide housing to locals 
while offsetting the cost of 
owning a house, but not all 
HOAs allow them. Both 
Placer County and the Town 
of Truckee are looking at 
ways to streamline ADUs as 
another facet to providing 
housing in our region. 

 Lastly, a hot topic item 
in the world of housing is 
up-zones. Currently, the 
Town of Truckee is in the 
midst of the 2040 General 
Plan Update, looking to 
rezone parcels for increased 
density. This will be a very 
important public process for 
the community to participate 
in. While we are in dire need 
of locals’ housing, up-zoning 
parcels for increased density 
should be analyzed carefully 
in order to determine the 

carrying capacity of the 
parcel and how to address 
traffic, building heights, 
parking requirements, 
climate change, and wildfire 
safety. Density everywhere 
is not the solution. Let’s be 
thoughtful about where and 
how we build. We have a very 
special environment, which 
generates our tourist-based 
economy. We cannot sacrifice 
the character of our moun-
tain community by  planning 
in a vacuum. Get active in 
land use planning and the 
housing discussion and stay 
informed at mountainarea-
preservation.org

~ Alexis Ollar is the executive 
director of Mountain Area 
Preservation, a 32-year-old 
environmental advocacy 
nonprofit located in Truckee. 
She is currently serving on the 
Town of Truckee General Plan 
Advisory Committee. 

SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS

NEXT DAY SERVICE 
ON MOST REPAIRS!
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NORTH LAKE TAHOE’S PREMIER BIKE SHOP!

“Whatever your cycling needs may be, 
Olympic Bike Shop can get you riding!” P
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MY SHOT
By Alexis Ollar

Is Density the Solution to Our Housing Crisis?
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We have the latest technology to
provide  exceptional care.
CEREC for computer-aided crowns
and veneers can be done in one visit!    

530-546-3363
215 Carnelian Bay Avenue • Carnelian Bay, CA 96140

David F. Andrews, D.D.S.

    

530-546-3363
215 Carnelian Bay AvAvA evev nue • Carnelian Bay,y,y CACAC  9614A 9614A 0

David F. Andrews, D.D.S.

NO MORE IMPRESSIONS!
NO MORE TEMPORARIES!

 

��
����	���
���
��
�����������	���	����
������



14                    13 JUNE – 10 JULY 2019                    MOONSHINEINK.COM TAHOE/TRUCKEE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Why did the Truckee Hospice 
Thrift Store significantly reduce 
its retail floor?

The Truckee Hospice Thrift 
Store located on West River Street is a 
recycling and storage facility that’s also 
designated for retail use. 

The recent shift in internal space is to 
accommodate the large ongoing intake 
of donations, plus additional room that’s 
needed for processing, recycling, and 
storing the items intended for retail. 

The store is very popular with local 
repeat customers looking to buy or 
donate good quality, gently used items. 
Donations and sales directly benefit 
the TFHS Hospice program.  

Organizing the space to meet the 
demands of fluctuating year-round 
donations is an on-going issue, and this 
was also the case in our previous store 
location on Meadow Way.  Parking is 
also somewhat limited.     

We’ll continue to assess the square 

footage and location needs for 
the Hospice Thrift Store, and we’re very 
grateful for the community support. 

This West River location is a pretty new 
location to us, just about a year. The 
reason that we moved to the new space 
was because we had outgrown the space 
at the Meadow Way location. We have 
great community support and there’s a 
lot of donations and these folks (many 
of whom are volunteers) have to process 
and store everything that comes through. 
We’re in a constant state of assessing the 
floor space to maximize it. 

Frankly it’s been a little bit of a struggle 
at that West River location because the 
parking is somewhat limited and we 
recognize that and are thinking about 
that. We are very serious about keeping 
this program going and having it be a 
vital program for the district.

~ Paige Thomason, director of market-
ing and communications for Tahoe 
Forest Health System (which runs the 
Hospice Thrift Store) 

What’s going on with the  
SR 89/Fanny Bridge 
Community Revitalization 
Project? What is the timeline 
of construction? Should the 
community expect traffic 
congestion due to this project?

There are numerous ways the public 
can stay informed as to “what’s going 
on” with the project, the construction 
timeline, and expected traffic delays.

1)  Sign-up to be added to the Project’s 
eblast database. Email suggestions@
fannybridge.org.

2)  Visit the project webpage at 
fannybridge.org for updates.

3)  Become a member of the project’s 
Facebook group, or 

4)  Call or email community outreach 
specialist, Margaret Skillicorn at 
(775) 846-2381 or suggestions@
fannybridge.org.

When information is received from 
the Project Lead Agency/Construction 
Lead, Central Federal Lands Highway 
Division of the Federal Highway 
Administration (CFLHD-FHWA), the 
information is noted on the project 
webpage fannybridge.org.

Here is what the public can expect 
during the 2019 construction season 
(dependent on weather):

•  The construction plan for 2019 is 
to complete the realignment of SR 
89, the new Truckee River Bridge, 
and the two roundabouts on either 
end of the realignment (one on West 
Lake Boulevard and the other east 
of the Caltrans maintenance yard on 
SR 89 heading into Tahoe City from 
Truckee.)

•  The rebuild of Fanny Bridge will 
not take place during the 2019 
construction season, nor will 
construction of the roundabout at the 
wye in Tahoe City.

•  Expect up to 20-minute delays in the 
project area

•  Traffic controls will include:

°  Normal temporary lane closures 
utilizing flaggers with a maximum 
20-minute delay

°  Flaggers located at parking lot 
entrances to allow access

°  No blocked businesses

°  At the West Roundabout (near 
the Caltrans maintenance yard) 
K-Rail placement with reduced 
lane widths to 11 feet — same 
configuration as in 2018.

•  Shared-use paths for cyclists and 
pedestrians:

°  Detours will be set

°  No paths will be closed

The completion date of the new Truckee 
River Bridge, the SR 89 realignment 
and the two roundabouts on either end 
of the new SR 89 realignment will be 
dependent upon the weather, water 
levels of the Truckee River, in addition to 
the Martin Brothers Construction, Inc. 
construction schedule being approved by 
the Construction Lead Agency, Federal 
Highway Administration/Central Federal 
Lands Highway Division along with 
approvals and permitting from the TRPA 
to conduct work.

~ Margaret Skillicorn, Paragon PR 
and Marketing 

You Asked.
They Answered.

WHY IS THE HOSPICE THRIFT STORE RETAIL AREA 
SMALLER; WHAT’S THE UPDATE ON THE SR 89/
FANNY BRIDGE PROJECT?

NEWS

RECYCLE, RE-SUPPLY: The Hospice Thrift Store is partially zoned for retail and in part designated as 
“recycling space.” Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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Connected By
More Than A Runway
SINCE 1958

We are here for our community 
and have a responsibility to it. 
What happens here and how we 
grow, work together and prosper 
is important to us.   

530.587.4119

info@truckeetahoeairport.com

www.truckeetahoeairport.com

Airport Community Hotline:  
530.287.2799
(your comments matter)
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Four vital nonprofits are  
combining to provide more effective 

community services

Anyone who’s worked in the 
nonprofit sector knows that 
the business of doing good 

can be cutthroat. Organizations are 
in competition — albeit often while 
friendly and collaborative — for 
resources, donors, and funding 
opportunities. So what are some of 
this area’s most respected and well-
known humanitarian nonprofits, 
with wide-ranging missions, playing 
at by consolidating into one as-yet-
unnamed service organization? 

Turns out, it’s been a long time 
coming. The July 1 melding together 
of Tahoe SAFE Alliance, Project 
MANA, Family Resource Center of 
Truckee, and North Tahoe Family 
Resource Center is the culmination of 
established nonprofit cooperation in 
the region. Still, what they are doing 
is remarkable, because although 
nonprofit mergers are growing more 
common, a four-group consolidation 
of financially healthy organizations 
doesn’t happen every day. 

Project MANA, which provides 
direct hunger relief service through 
healthy food drops, is the smallest 
of the four in terms of staff power 
but the group reaches the most 
community members through its 
work. They provided 148,358 meals 
last year alone according to their 
2017/18 annual report. The two 
family resource centers provide 

varied services to their respective 
geographic regions including legal 
support and advocacy, parenting 
and health classes, and referrals to 
other support services. Tahoe SAFE 
Alliance, which works to support 
child and adult survivors of sexual 
and physical abuse, provided 795 
community members with safety 
and support services and 1,320 legal 
consultations, as well as aiding 19 
women and 17 children in finding 
housing last year in the area, accord-
ing to their most recent annual 
report.

Each nonprofit is losing a name and 
a historical identity, but consolida-
tion organizers say in exchange, the 
new entity will be streamlined and 
stronger, better able to serve more 
community members. 

“It was a strategic direction we were 
heading in,” said Alison Schwedner, 
director of the Community 
Collaborative of Tahoe Truckee. 
The CCTT is a program under the 
umbrella of the Tahoe Truckee 
Community Foundation (TTCF), 
and together with the four partner 
groups, they devised this plan to join 
forces. 

Schwedner is clear that while the 
proposal is special, it didn’t come 
about by magic. 

“It was fortuitous, but it was also … 

in the works for a very long time and 
it’s really come out of 15 years, almost 
20 years, of a very strong partnership. 
Of really being committed to 
collaboration,” Schwedner said.

A HABIT OF COOPERATION
The story of that collaboration could 
be said to have begun with the 
CCTT. A network of 46 nonprofits 
and public agencies in the region 
that addresses the fundamental 
needs of families, the CCTT formed 
about 20 years ago. Schwedner, 
who previously worked for both 
the North Tahoe Family Resource 
Center and Tahoe Women’s Services 
(Tahoe SAFE Alliance before its 
name change in 2011), has been 
at the CCTT helm for 10 years. 
The partnership fosters sharing of 
resources and cross-promotion of 
each other’s events; it also identi-
fies emerging community issues 
and trends, and compiles data into 
regular “community report cards.” 
In short, many of the players in the 
consolidation were already accus-
tomed to working together.

The consolidation “was the next step 
in our evolution around how to best 
support our partners to work better 
together,” Schwedner said. 

The narrative took its first tangible 
steps with the purchase of an old 
motel in Kings Beach. Around 

2012, a number of the community 
foundation’s partner groups were 
struggling to maintain a presence in 
Kings Beach due to difficulty finding 
space. Although a large underserved 
population needed social services, 
some groups were considering 
moving out of the area. To help, 
TTCF purchased an old motel and 
transformed it into the Community 
House. All of the organizations that 
are combining, except the Truckee 
FRC, have been housed together in 
the space along with other groups 
and a few county services. For 
the foreseeable future, the new 
organization’s facilities will remain 
in the same office and service 
locations in which the current 
nonprofits are housed now.  

The cohabitation coupled with 
the support of CCTT and TTCF 
provided ample opportunity for 
discussions about joining forces, 
according to Schwedner, yet she said 
the “stars aligned” when amenable 
administrative teams were in place 
at the same time. 

GETTING THE GEARS  
IN MOTION
“We’re stretched thinly, and to 
have the capacity to really take on 
looking at this and thinking about 
what it would take, it just never 

STORY BY BECCA LOUX

Moonshine Ink

See NONPROFITS p. 18

One Group to 
Aid Them All
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Tahoe SAFE Alliance
Current executive director, Paul Bancroft, who will be 
transitioning into the same position for the larger orga-
nization, has a long story with Tahoe SAFE Alliance.

Bancroft began 
as a prevention 
educator in 
2008 for the 
nonprofit, then 
called Tahoe 
Women’s 
Services, 
which seeks 
to reduce 
and prevent 
domestic and 
child abuse as 
well as meet 
the psycho-
logical and 
other needs of 
survivors. 

“I was hired 
fresh out of 
grad school 
and needed a job,” Bancroft said. “I grew up here, and 
the prospect of doing violence prevention education 
in some of the schools that I went to was appealing.”

Bancroft vividly remembers the day of his interview 
with Trisha Baird, the prevention manager, asking him 
if he could commit to a year. It was a tough decision, 
but “that was 11 years ago and here we are,” he said. 
His initial prevention educator work took him to North 
Tahoe Middle and High schools where there were still 
a number of teachers who had him in their classes 
growing up.

Bancroft says as a white male, his societal privilege has 
always been something to consider in his line of work, 
which is about respectfully and effectively serving 
marginalized communities. He has grown to feel 
compelled, however, to use his privilege to do as much 
for survivors as he can.

“As I’ve grown, still to this day, through the 
organization and have a deeper analysis of gender-
based violence and oppression and race, power, and 
privilege, this movement grabs a hold of you,” he said. 
“Men have to be doing this line of 
work.”

Michele Reynolds, a local pet-sitter 
and dog-walker, has a long history 
as a domestic violence survivor. 
She first arrived in the Tahoe area 
in 1989 because she was escaping 
her abusive ex-husband, and at that 
time she changed her name and 
her kids’ names to protect them. 
Her ex-husband continued to stalk 
and seek out Reynolds through her 
friends and family, sending death 
threats and making unwanted 
contact for years. Her two children 
even spotted him lurking at gas 
stations and behind neighbors’ 
shrubbery near Reynold’s mother’s 
house. 

Shortly after the family moved to 
Tahoe, on advice from a therapist 
and the desire to understand for 
himself what his father was like, 

Reynold’s 17-year-old son sought out a meeting with 
him. Her ex-husband fatally shot their son multiple 
times in the face and ended up in prison. 

Reynolds turned to Tahoe SAFE Alliance and says she 
has grown in her healing process through support 
groups and services they provide. Reynolds was 
particularly empowered through facilitating groups 
herself, specifically working on art projects with 
survivors. 

“I think that was a real high point. For several years, we 
did group and it was presenting artwork as a healing 
tool,” Reynolds said. “It was really healing for me to 
give that to people who were going through the same 
thing I went through.”  

North Tahoe Family Resource 
Center and the Family Resource 
Center of Truckee 
Anibal Cordoba Sosa, current executive director of 
North Tahoe FRC, describes himself as a “newcomer” 
to the area, originating in Argentina with a long history 
of nonprofit work and a desire to provide respectful, 
bilingual community services to the largely-Latinx 
underserved population around North Lake Tahoe. 
NTFRC provides programs like parenting and health 
classes, legal services, and even Zumba classes. A big 
part of their work is also about initial contact with com-
munity members, assessing their needs, and providing 
information and referrals about how to address them 
— both from within their organization and from other 
partner nonprofits and agencies. 

Cordoba Sosa said his career path came “out of the 
belief that the work I do has to be meaningful to me, 
something that really helps change structures and 
eventually makes social justice a reality. It sounds 
utopian but it’s the driver [for me].” 

Local mother-of-two Maria Angel Servin, whose 
interview with Moonshine was conducted in Spanish 
and translated into English, goes to many classes and 
receives legal help from NTFRC frequently. 

“With the resource center here in Kings Beach, I have 
gotten help with paperwork that I didn’t understand, 
been put in contact with other community resources, 
and provided assistance in other problems,” Servin 
said. “I feel grateful for this organization and am 

so happy with the ways they are 
helping me, treating me.”

Servin said she is hopeful that the 
new organization will bring more 
of her friends and family to needed 
programs. She regularly encour-
ages her neighbors and family and 
friends to come to Zumba class 
or parenting classes with her, but 
“they say, ‘oh I can’t! I can’t!’ But it 
would be good for them,” she said.

“We’re always running around, 
always occupied with our own 
things. I feel like [if I ask for help] 
I’m going to bother people or 
simply that I can’t do things,” she 
said. “To know that this center can 
help me makes my life a little easier. 
It opens doors.” 

Teresa Crimmens, current executive 
director of Truckee’s FRC, got her 
degree in biology and environ-

mental policy before spending 10 years working in the 
environmental nonprofit world, first through groups in 
the Bronx, New York and later moving to this area to 
work for the Tahoe Rim Trail Association and the Tahoe 
Resource Conservation District. Her first daughter 
was born in 2014, which inspired Crimmens to find her 
current position. She says her ideas about the environ-
ment inform her mission of building a more sustainable 
world for families and communities.

“If we can play a role, if I personally can contribute 
in any way, the Family Resource Center can be that 
mechanism to provide people with the support, 
whether that’s access to a legal advocate or access to 
housing assistance or healthcare to just alleviate the 
stress a little bit on a family,” Crimmens said. “I see 
such potential for how this can strengthen our com-
munity and hopefully our whole world.”

Project MANA
Marilyn Moon lived in Truckee for 26 years and has vol-
unteered at Project MANA’s well-known healthy food 
distribution days for 16 years. When she first moved 
to the region and her family was starting out during 
a hard winter, 
she couldn’t 
afford a big 
Thanksgiving 
dinner. Project 
MANA was 
there to 
provide the 
whole meal 
as a part of its 
still-active Let’s 
Talk Turkey 
program. Now 
Moon and her 
friend Cathy 
Thibault show 
up to food 
distributions 
as part of the 
weekly volun-
teer force.

The direct service nonprofit, executive director 
Deidre Ledford explained, is all about alleviating the 
stress that comes with food insecurity and hampers 
struggling families from dealing with any other issues 
on their plate. 

“I’m a firm believer that food is medicine,” Ledford 
said, “and that our health and our well-being really 
starts with what we put in our bodies three times a day 
each and every day.”

Ledford started as an AmeriCorps volunteer with 
Project MANA and worked her way up through their 
small staff and leadership ladder. She is inspired by 
her belief that stronger families translate into better 
communities. She is also motivated through a dark 
moment in her personal history: When she was 4 years 
old, her father was robbed and shot by “a gentleman 
in our community who did not have the means, or he 
had to resort to that, to have money to do whatever he 
needed the money for in his life,” Ledford said.

“I thought, I’m not going to hold this anger towards 
this man who did this to my family,” Ledford said. “He 
was in a rough spot, so I just want to make sure that 
others like him have the resources that they need so 
this won’t happen again.”

Singular Stories, Combined Legacy
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ART THERAPY: One of the most 
empowering moments for Michele Reynolds 
through her healing process was taking on 
a co-facilitator role with a friend in healing 
sessions for survivors of sexual and physical 
abuse through art. She created this personal 
collage, entitled “Ways I Shine,” with acrylics 
and magazine clippings during one of the 
Tahoe SAFE Alliance-sponsored sessions.

HAPPY AND SAFE: Michele Reynolds and 
her grandson, Ashtiano Reinaldo, attended 
Tahoe SAFE Alliance’s Chocolate and Wine 
Festival. The event is a vital annual fall 
fundraiser for the organization. Courtesy 
photos

Each consolidating organization was made possible by individual stories of need and inspiration.
Here are brief primers to the four organizations, as told by their leadership and clients.

FOOD DISTRIBUTION VOLUNTEERS: 
Marilyn Moon, who now comes from out of 
the area, picks up her friend Cathy Thibault 
every week to volunteer with Project 
MANA’s weekly healthy food distributions.
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really came to fruition [before],” 
said Teresa Crimmens, executive 
director of the FRC of Truckee. 
The timing and willing leadership 
from boards combined with what 
Crimmens called an “infusion of 
resources” from the Blue Shield 
of California Foundation, the SH 
Cowell Foundation, TTCF, and the 
board members of the FRCs, to 
allow the plan to become reality. 

“As we started to articulate what 
this could look like and the benefits 
of it — getting support from our 
funders and our donors to take a 
close look is really what made it 
happen,” said Crimmens, who is 
slated to become the deputy director 
of the new organization.

The move to create a new entity 
does not come from a place of 
financial hardship for any of the 
organizations, but rather will cost 
money in the short term. Yet all 
four directors told Moonshine Ink 
they and their boards jumped at the 
challenge. 

While the financial cost of 
consolidation keeps him up at 
night, said Paul Bancroft, executive 
director of Tahoe SAFE Alliance for 
the past three years, he does believe 

that coming from a place of strength 
rather than a need for cuts will allow 
the new organization to provide 
better outcomes for clients. 

“I can’t wait to hear everybody 
start referring to this as ‘we,’ as 
the collective ‘we,’” said Bancroft, 
who has been selected as the new 
entity’s executive director. “This is 
our organization, and that is my 
co-worker, that’s really exciting for 
me to start seeing that.”

As consolidation talks got serious, 
Bancroft reached out to La Piana 
Consulting, which he had discovered 
through his networks. The Marin-
based firm has been in operation 
for 20 years and “literally wrote the 
book” on nonprofit mergers and 
partnerships, Bancroft said. 

The nonprofits hired La Piana and 
firm partner Bob Harrington was 
put on the case.

“The first phase of any of this work 
is to assess readiness,” Harrington 
said. “We consider and assess for 
each of the organizations what 
they desire, what they need in 
terms of a partnership, what are 
their concerns and risks, what’s 
the level of trust and relationship 
of the organizations, are there any 
significant roadblocks that they 

would identify that could cause the 
partnership not to go through or to 
successfully go through.” 

Once the assessment phase was 
complete, which took about six 
months, Harrington supported the 
groups in a negotiations phase, 
working through the issues identi-
fied and pinpointing solutions. 
Next came both financial and legal 
due diligence. The final phase La 
Piana will guide them through is 
integration, which will officially 
begin in July when the organizations 
announce a new name and begin to 
operate under one system. 

“These four groups have been 
fabulous to work with. They were 
very dedicated to the process,” 
Harrington said. “I have high 
confidence that this is going to be a 
successful merger.”

Consolidation is a growing trend 
in the nonprofit sector, Harrington 
said. 

“It’s become demystified,” he said. 
“People in the past thought that you 
only do this kind of work when one 
organization is looking at significant 
economic distress, maybe going out 
of business.” Yet all four of these 
Tahoe/Truckee nonprofits were 
doing just fine on their own, as each 

director made clear, according to 
Harrington.

What is unusual is the number of 
organizations that are combining. 
Harrington said that while they’ve 
done multi-party mergers before, 
joining  four groups is remarkable. La 
Piana is working with the organiza-
tions to compile a case study on Tahoe/
Truckee so that other communities can 
emulate the work done here.

In addition to La Piana and working 
with the CCTT, the directors hired a 
human resources consultant, a labor 
law attorney, and a cultural integra-
tion expert. They also hired Fresh 
Tracks, a Truckee strategic planning 
and communications business led 
by founder Seana Doherty, to help 
the new organization with its name, 
mission statement, core values, and 
official launch. 

THE NEW FACE
All four nonprofits committed 
to retaining every current staff 
member, for a total of 70, and in 
fact new positions may be created. 
Each of the 37 board members were 
given the opportunity to remain, 
but a few dropped out, leaving the 
organization guided by a whopping 
21-person board.

OFFICE MATES: 
Community House, 
which had been an 
old motel purchased 
by the Tahoe 
Truckee Community 
Foundation in 
2012 for use by 
humanitarian 
nonprofits and 
county services, was 
a meeting place for 
the minds behind 
the four groups that 
are in the process of 
consolidation. Photos 
by Wade Snider/
Moonshine Ink

See NONPROFITS p. 20

NONPROFITS from p. 16
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Serve your community  
while protecting Lake Tahoe’s 
natural resources. 

Join the transit team today!

Become a professional operator with Lake 
Tahoe’s premier public transit district. 
Tahoe Transportation District is looking for self-starters with a 
high level of independence who enjoy a challenge. 

TTD is seeking responsible, personable, and reliable individuals 
for commercial driving positions. Operators with existing 
Commercial Driver’s Licenses (CDLs) are encouraged to apply.

 
If you do not have a CDL, but demonstrate the motivation to earn one, TTD provides
paid professional training including your testing and a commercial vehicle. 

 

 • Competitive Salary
• Health Benefit Package
• Employer-matched retirement
• Paid Vacation
• Paid Sick Leave
• CDL holders with three or 
   more years of experience
   start at $18/hr.CDL holders with three or more years of 

 
To claim your 
“Corner Office with a View,”
call or email DeDe Aspero, 
Human Resources Manager,
at 775-589-5326, 
daspero@tahoetransportation.org 

Full time, 
 year round, and 

available right now!
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info@sierrabakehouse.com  |  530.562.9494
Follow us on Instagram for sneak peaks into our Friday bake sale!

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
FRIDAYS | 8AM – 2PM

Fresh bread, 
whole grain croissants, 

desserts, and 
savory baked goods.

Special order cakes, 
desserts, breakfast 
pastries — any day  

of the week.

Weddings and  
special events

Truly learn with language immersion 
through conversation, grammar, readings, 
media, games, lectures and discussions 
designed for each class’s specific needs. 

Immersion  |  Individual & Group Lessons  |  Tutoring  |  Online Classes  

Michelle McCay-Moran
(530) 559-5348 | mccaymoran@att.net | letslearnspanishnow.com

Learn
Spanish
Now!

Offering all levels 
of instruction with 
interactive lessons! 

“Same services and locations, better 
outcomes,” read a simple postcard 
that the North Tahoe FRC sent 
its members to give a heads up 
about the plan. Executive director 
Anibal Cordoba Sosa said, “a bigger 
organization will have the scale to 
do things that right now we can’t.” 
Cordoba Sosa’s new role will be 
director of family support.

The leaders each expressed wishes 
for expanded services. Cordoba Sosa 
is hopeful that the consolidation will 
allow them to hire more promotoras, 
which are part-time staff that both 
FRCs hire to go out into the com-
munity, on a ground level, to spread 
information and awareness about 
available services. Deidre Ledford, 
Project MANA’s current executive 
director, looks forward to working 
in proactive solutions to community 
issues that the other groups special-
ize in like education and outreach, 
rather than what she calls reactive 
solutions to poverty like direct 
hunger alleviation. In the new group, 
Ledford’s role is still being defined, 
but she will be in charge of grants 
and facility operations. 

The four individual coffers will be 
combined together, but the overall 
budget will increase, Bancroft said. 
The first year’s “transition budget” 
is still loosely defined, he said, and 
nothing financial will be set in stone 
“until we’re living in it.”  

“It’ll take us a year to grow into 
our new budget and really have a 
grasp of everything involved because 
there’s so many different grants 
and contracts with varying levels of 
complexity,” Bancroft said. 

To display some measure of the 
scale of spending, Tahoe SAFE 
Alliance spent $2,258,983 on 
programs, while Project MANA’s 
budget was $688,248 in 2017/18 
(according to each groups’ annual 
reports).

Part of the reason that the overall 
budget of the new organization will 
be higher than just the combined 
total is that all staff’s salaries will 
be brought up to a specific data-

determined baseline, and they will 
receive a benefits package. 

Bancroft acknowledged along with 
his future colleagues that the transi-
tion will not be seamless and that 
“there will be bumps in the road.”

He is excited and ready. “And I’m 
scared shitless too,” Bancroft said. 

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
As anyone who has christened a 
child, pet, or car knows, to name is 
thrilling yet often quite difficult. A 
name reflecting a broader mission 
is imperative. Several options are 
floating around like “Stronger 
Together,” “Resilient Tahoe,” or 
something relating to the concept of 
“thriving.” Ultimately, the board of 
the new organization will make the 
decision from a narrowed-down list 
of favorites.

“You want a name that’s easy 
to remember, that really means 

something to people that can 
be understood by non-English 
speakers,” Cordoba Sosa said. He 
discussed going back to something 
similar to his organization’s original 
name from its foundation in 1991, 
La Comunidad Unida. It welcomes 
the Latino community, which 
Cordoba Sosa estimates is roughly 
70% of their current clientele, and 
it’s an easy cognate meaning “the 
united community.”

Cordoba Sosa has one main priority: 
“I would really like a name that 
doesn’t have Tahoe/Truckee in it. 
That’s too restrictive, when you just 
mention an area. I wouldn’t include 
geography in the name.” 

Overall, the process recalls the 
renaming of Tahoe SAFE Alliance, 
which highlighted how humans 
invariably struggle with change. 

“It’s just part of the process; there’s 
a mourning component. Folks are 
attached to names, and names have 
identities,” Bancroft said. “I know 
when we moved away from Tahoe 
Women’s Services there were folks 
who were not so happy about that 
because that was the original name 
and there’s history and legacy and 
context within that, and so that is a 
challenge for folks to be able to let 
go of.” 

Bancroft feels that the most impor-
tant aspect of a healthy transition 
will involve “letting go, honoring, 
and moving and growing into the 
new entity.” 

What’s important, Crimmens says, is 
that the new name “resonates well, 
most importantly with community 
members, so that they feel like we 
are still that welcoming, supportive 
place that they’ve known.” 

NEWS

ALMOST CO-WORKERS: Four executive directors (left to right) Anibal Cordoba Sosa of the North 
Tahoe Family Resource Center, Teresa Crimmens of the Family Resource Center of Truckee, Deidre 
Ledford of Project MANA, and Paul Bancroft of Tahoe SAFE Alliance stopped for a portrait at one 
of a large number of all-staff meetings about the new organization’s vision. Photo by Wade Snider/
Moonshine Ink
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Get this space for just 
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Donate today at www.tahoecityfireworks.com
Benefits the Tahoe City Fireworks Fund

We love volunteers! Sign up today at www.tahoecityfireworks.com

VisitTahoeCity.org   I    (530) 583-3348   I     info@visittahoecity.com

Chamber | CVB | Resor t  Associat ion

Get your 4th of July Swag at the Old Firehouse

THURSDAY, JULY 4  |  COMMONS  BEACH, TAHOE CITY

I spent

Fireworks at 9:30pm | Come early and dance to DJ Dennis and Kandy!

Live. Work. Play. Visit.

Help Support 

 the 74th Annual

4TH OF JULY!
DYNO-MITE BIG BANG 
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Truckee’s Fire District 
proposing new way 

to pick up growing 
Martis Valley tab

To some, Martis Valley is a dream, 
and residents there lead a lifestyle 

of the rich and the famous most will 
never reach.

To the Truckee Fire Protection District, 
Martis Valley is a void of money. 

Roughly 65% of TFPD’s 
2018/19 finalized budget 
income derives from ad 
valorem property taxes (ad 
valorem is the assessed 
value of a property). Zero 
percent of the nearly $8 
million in the budget comes 
from select parts of Martis 
Valley, see map p. 23, yet 
the fire district is respon-
sible for servicing them. 
In a strange twist that’s 
been the bane for many 
for a long time, the money 
collected for fire services 
from residents there goes to 
Placer County … and stays 
there.

Quick history lesson: Back in 1978, 
Proposition 13 was passed, limiting 
property tax rates to a hardy 1% of 
the homes’ assessed value in 1976 and 
creating a permanent pie of distribu-
tion rates for special districts.

Pre-Prop 13, the fire district had made 
an agreement with the sole landowner 
out in Martis Valley to pay taxes on the 
then-ranch land only once development 
began. Assembly Bill 8, which enacted 
Prop 13, dictated how much each 
district was owed in property taxes. 
The fact that TFPD was only receiving 
property tax revenue on developed land 

set in stone a reduced taxable section 
in Martis Valley, creating a “No Pay 
Tax Rate Area (TRA).”

“That was a surprise to everybody — 
attorneys, Supreme Court — nobody 
saw that coming, that it was going 
to affect us,” said TFPD Chief Bill 
Seline. “We sort of got caught in this 

little technical red tape piece in Martis 
Valley that didn’t allow us to continue 
to collect taxes there.”

To make a very, very long story short: 
Between Prop 13 and AB-8, there 
have been assumptions on both sides. 
The fire district didn’t follow through 
when it should have, the county made 
promises it didn’t fulfill — for example, 
and according to Seline, back in 1997, 
county staff told the then-fire chief that 
Martis Valley should’ve been included 
in AB-8 calculations, and that it’d be 
rectified; it wasn’t. Certainly, lessons 
have been learned, but it doesn’t erase 
the fact that other TFPD taxpayers are 

essentially subsidizing the fire district’s 
Martis Valley services. 

Seline wanted to make abundantly 
clear that Martis Valley residents aren’t 
in the wrong.

“The reality is, remember, they’re paying 
the 1% ad valorem tax,” said Seline. 
“What the problem is, it goes to the 

county and the county has no legal obliga-
tion to distribute that to Truckee Fire.”

In fact, folks in Martis Valley them-
selves were surprised that some 
residents’ property taxes weren’t going 
to the fire district. 

“The fact that Lahontan [off Snowshoe 
Thompson Circle] is being taxed and 
the monies are not making its way to 
the entity for which the purpose of 
those taxes are being collected, that’s 
bothersome,” said Jeff Cobain, general 
manager of the Lahontan Community 
Association.

The TFPD would be receiving approxi-
mately $3 million in Martis Valley ad 

valorem tax. That’s a decent chunk 
of change to any special district, and 
Seline initially assumed asking the 
county to return the money would be 
the simple answer “because they’re 
good people.”

Well, it’s not that they’re not good 
people, it’s Prop 13: Placer County has 

no legal or moral obligation 
to return the money. If the 
county gives money to the 
TFPD, it’s opening a Prop 
13-sized can of worms.

At the TFPD’s darkest 
moment, however, local 
taxpayers involved with a 
citizens committee aiming 
to rectify the No Pay TRA 
concern came to the rescue. In 
researching behind-the-scenes 
tax distribution, they found a 
bite-sized option for funding 
fire services there. “Of your 
1% ad valorem, 1.88% ... 
goes to this thing called fire 
control,” Seline said. That 

funding  goes  to Placer Fire, which 
is managed by Cal Fire and provides 
general fire services to the west side of 
the Sierra. (Truckee’s Cal Fire station is 
an Amador Station, meaning it’s brought 
online during wildfire season and is state 
funded, aka not ad valorem tax funded.)

Thus, another meeting with the county 
supervisors with renewed vigor. 

The TFPD, according to Seline, wants 
“a portion of the fire control fees that 
are collected up in the Martis Valley to 
come back to Truckee Fire to support 
fire services. And right now ... a 40/60 
split [40 to the fire district] is what 
we’re proposing.”

BY ALEX HOEFT
Moonshine Ink

Red Flag Warning

BILL OF RIGHT: Regardless of which neighborhoods pay money to the fire district and which don’t, Truckee Fire Protection 
District Chief Bill Seline, pictured here, said he just wants to provide the best services possible and not get worked up about lost 
opportunities. Photo by Alex Hoeft/Moonshine Ink 
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It’s a tax sharing agreement, explained 
Todd Leopold, Placer County executive 
officer. Placer County doesn’t normally 
create tax sharing agreements unless 
a service change requires it, which 

held back the fire district’s previous 
requests.

However, Leopold explained that 
at this new meeting, the fire district 

was more up front about needed 
amounts — that, paired with the new 
fire-control fee proposal, furthered the 
conversation more than ever.

Now the question remains: If a portion 
of the fire control money is given to the 
TFPD, how will the county subsidize 
the amount they lose? That’s what 
Leopold is making sure the county 
Board of Supervisors are well-versed in.

“My intent right now is to bring 
forward the request from a staff 
standpoint,” said Leopold. “We’ll 
articulate the impact operationally 
and give the board a couple options to 
choose from.”

The TFPD’s portion of the 1.88% will 
round out to $150,000 to $200,000 a 
year with the possibility of growing to 
$400,000 over time. 

The citizens committee that’s been 
involved with the process since the 
beginning is looking on the bright side.

“Well it’s pennies on the dollar,” said 
Pat Davison, a member of the com-
mittee. “[But] obviously something’s 
better than nothing.” 

So, next steps. The topic is on the July 
23 agenda before the Placer County 
Board of Supervisors. Leopold said 
there’s no actual requirement for the 
board to say yes; it’s a policy decision 
on their part whether they’ll choose to 
entertain it or not. 

LEGEND
TFPD No Pay TRAs

TFPD Boundary
County Border

Placer County

Nevada County

Lahontan
Schaffer’s

Mill

Martis Camp

HWY 267

Truckee Tahoe Airport

Martiswoods
Estates

Ponderosa
Ranchos

Ponderosa
Palisades

Sierra Meadows

Northstar

CAUGHT IN RED TAPE: Select neighborhoods in Martis Valley are classified as a No Pay Tax Rate Area (TRA), which means Truckee Fire Protection 
District provides service with no property tax revenue in return. These include Martis Camp, Schaffer’s Mill, part of Lahontan off Snowshoe Thompson 
Circle; a portion of Sierra Meadows off Pine Cone and Ponderosa drives, and Golden Pine Road; and a section of Ponderosa Palisades on Silver Fir Drive 
west of Thelin Drive. Graphic by Lauren Shearer/Moonshine Ink and courtesy Google Maps

NEWS
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Since as early as 1910, silent screen 
films to motion picture “talkies” 

have been produced in and around the 
Truckee area. Eighty of the nearly 100 
films produced on Donner Summit 
were shot in Truckee during the 
heyday of these early films from 1914 
to 1936.  

With its numerous amenities such as 
lodging for movie crews and access via 
the Southern Pacific Railroad, in addi-
tion to its mountainous terrain and 
massive winter snow loads, Truckee 
was an ideal film location for the 
budding movie industry. During these 
early days of a young Hollywood, local 
businesses promoted the benefits of 
shooting in the region. 

In the 1920s, the Truckee Motion 
Picture Association solicited movie 
companies to the area and was 
endorsed by the Southern Pacific 
Railroad. An advertisement by W.L. 
Maynard of the Southern Pacific 
Hotel boasted of the scenic value to 
the film industry, and an ability to 
portray a representation of places like 
Alaska, Canada, and Siberia. Maynard 
enticed Hollywood with Truckee and 
Tahoe’s “pine clad forests and open 
views, sage brush plains, and long 
Siberian wastes: river and lake scenes 
without number, covered with deep or 
shallow snow, open or frozen over.” 

The local economy prospered from 
the film industry as early businessmen 
such as Dave Cabona, Wally Gellatt, 
Dan Smith, and Tim O’Hanrahan, 
promoted the town. In addition, locals 
stood in as both extras and laborers 
on sets in many of these silent films. 
For example, the film The Michigan 

Kid gave Truckee kids from the local 
grammar school the opportunity to be 
extras. 

Aided by major endorsements like the 
railroad and hotel, silent screen films 
shot in the area boomed from 1919 to 
1925. Forty-eight movies were filmed 
in the region ranging from dramas to 
westerns. In 1923 alone there were 15 
movies filmed in Truckee.  

The Iron Horse is a silent film com-
memorating the 55th anniversary of 
the First Transcontinental Railroad. 
It was filmed on Donner Summit and 
produced by Director John Ford. The 
film’s storyline is full of melodrama, 

such as Native 
American attacks, 
railroad worker 
strikes, evil villains, 
and gun-shooting, 
beautiful damsels. 
The movie crew 
employed 250 
Chinese workers, 
some of whom 
were descendants 
of original railroad 
workers, to reenact 
drilling scenes with 
historical accuracy. 
Many of these 

scenes required steam engines to be 
disassembled and physically hauled to 
reach the summit shooting site. Crew 
members transported horses, cattle, 
and bison on the rails to the film loca-
tion. During filming, a blizzard hit, 
and Ford ordered his crew to remove 
the snow because of his vision for a 
“Frederick Remington” style film. The 
Iron Horse is considered one of the 
biggest hits of the silent screen era 
and was listed on the National Film 
Registry in 2011.

In 1925, Charlie Chaplin directed 
and filmed The Gold Rush on Donner 
Summit, portraying the 1890s 

Klondike Gold Rush to Alaska. The 
film starred Chaplin as the “Little 
Tramp,” alongside Hollywood sweet-
hearts Mary Pickford and Douglas 
Fairbanks. While the storyline 
centered around slapstick comedy, 
the film also incorporated hardship, 
starvation, and cannibalism. This 
was the film that debuted Chaplin’s 
now-famous dinner roll dance. Six 
hundred extras were transported 
from Sacramento to Truckee by train 
for a total of two weeks of filming 
on Donner Summit. The Gold Rush 
was memorialized on a brick building 
in Truckee’s Commercial Row as a 
tribute to Chaplin and his film.     

Murder in the Private Car, the first 
talking picture, or “talkie,” was filmed 
in Truckee in 1934. Like Ford’s film, 
it featured the railroad and involved a 
tycoon daughter and murder. Starring 
Charles Ruggles and Mary Carlisle, 
the film even had an appearance by a 
young Sterling Holloway, who would 
go on to voice various characters in a 
number of animated Disney movies, 
such as Winnie the Pooh, The Jungle 
Book, Alice in Wonderland, and The 
Aristocats.

Prominent author Jack London wrote 
screenplays based on his popular nov-
els and short stories, as well as original 
films, that were shot in Truckee. An 
Odyssey of the North (1914) and the 
Burning Daylight series (1914) are two 
silent films released prior to his death 
in 1916. Other movies produced after 
his death filmed in Truckee include 
Son of the Wolf (1922), Call of the Wild 
(1923), and White Fang (1936). 

~ Corri Jimenez is an architectural 
historian and historic preservation 
professional working in the Tahoe area. 

SILENT BUT LIVELY: Early film icon Charlie Chaplin participated in 
“Donnerwood” rush to Donner Summit as a prime filming location.  
Courtesy photo

BY CORRI JIMENEZ
Moonshine Ink

Welcome to ‘Donnerwood’
Truckee was a popular location for early days of film industry

In the Past
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For more information and a list 
of summer activities in Truckee 
to celebrate the sesquicentennial 
of the First Transcontinental 
Railroad which played such a 
vital role in these early films shot 
in the region, visit goldspike.org 
or the Facebook page: Donner 
Summit-Truckee Golden Spike 
Celebration.

EDUCATE YOURSELF

Tuesdays 
8 a.m. — 1 p.m.

May 14 — Oct 15
Truckee River 
Regional Park
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LIVE  MUSIC  CALENDAR

CottonwoodRestaurant.com
(530) 587-5711

10142 Rue Hilltop Rd., Truckee, CA 96161

Voted  Best Fine 
Dining Restaurant

Reservations 
Appreciated

HAPPY HOUR in the BAR 
Daily: 4:30-6PM
Locals Thursdays:  
All Night Long (not  
avail. holiday weekends)

Historic Hilltop  
Overlooking
Downtown Truckee

Thursday, June 13 
Ryan Taylor

Friday, June 14 
Jonathan Hennion

Thursday, June 19 
Robert Drake

Friday, June 20 
Erica Sunshine Lee

Wednesday, June 26 
Hanna Jern-Miller

Thursday, June 27 

Emily Tessmer

Thursday, July 4 

George Souza

Wednesday, July 10 

Sheldon Felich &  

Stephanie Weatherford

Thursday, July 11 

Bias & Dunn

NEWS

1 SELS Students Create Climate 
Change Mural 
TRUCKEE
Sierra Expeditionary Learning School sixth-
graders designed and helped build a climate 
change mural for their school campus. A 
ribbon-cutting ceremony was held June 3 to 
celebrate its installation. Truckee Roundhouse 
provided equipment to create the work which 
uses repurposed wood scraps to represent 
Truckee’s climate. Student-made original 
artwork and poetry are incorporated via a laser 
printer and metal plasma cutter. The word 
“change” welded together from scrap bike 
frames from Reno Bike Project is designed to 
encourage social change toward carbon-free 
transportation. The mural is displayed behind a 
bike rack at the school.

2 Lassen Is Designated UC Davis 
Natural Reserve
MINERAL, CA
Amidst volcanoes, steaming 
fumaroles, and forestlands, the 
Lassen Field Station became 
the newest addition to the 
UC Davis Natural Reserve 
System on May 17, following 
approval from the UC Board 
of Regents. In partnership 
with the National Park Service, 
the Lassen Field Station will be 
based at the headquarters of 
Lassen Volcanic National Park in 
the Tehama County town of Mineral. 
Researchers will have access to park 
facilities such as cabins, classroom space, and 
camping. The reserve will streamline research 
permit processes and open new avenues for 
research, teaching, and public outreach.

3 Emerald Bay Settlement Reached on 
Highway Boulder Damage
EMERALD BAY
The Tahoe Regional Transportation Agency’s 
governing board approved a $50,000 settlement 
with the California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) and Stewart Engineering because of 
May 2018 permit violations on California Highway 
89 near Emerald Bay. TRPA had received a com-
plaint regarding the construction of a Highway 89 
retaining wall within the Bayview project, where 
a worker noticed evidence of a large boulder 
rolling over the side of the highway. Caltrans and 
Stewart embarked on a restoration project and 
TRPA approved installation of permanent erosion 
controls, like placing downed trees to stabilize 
the slope and planting various shrubs to inhibit 
erosion. The site will continue to be monitored 
through November 2021.

4 Truckee Varsity Football Games 
Return to TTCTV
TRUCKEE
Truckee Tahoe Community Television kicks off 
2019 coverage of Truckee High School varsity 
football Aug. 23, when the Wolverines travel 
to Grass Valley for a nonleague opener against 
Bear River. “The Voice of Truckee Sports,” Keith 

Thomas, will handle the play-by-play. 
Viewers can tune in at 7 p.m. for 

coverage on TTCTV Suddenlink 
channel 6 or the live-stream 
at ttctv.org. Week two of the 
season will see the Wolverines 
travel to Fernley as “KT” calls 
his 100th broadcast of Truckee 
High Football on Aug. 30. 
Businesses wishing to support 

the telecasts on nonprofit, 
educational TTCTV should lock 

down season sponsorship packages 
now by contacting Keith Thomas 

at (530) 448-0744 or atlaketahoe@aol.
com. A complete season schedule, plus archived 
games from previous seasons, can be viewed 
at ttctv.org/Truckee-Football.

5 Update of Kings Beach Center, 
Eastern Gateway Project
KINGS BEACH
The Kings Beach Center and Eastern Gateway 
redevelopment project team held a community 
meeting in early March to unveil new render-
ings incorporating revisions based on public 
feedback. Since then, the project team has 
brought in renowned local architect Dale Cox. 
Founded in 1979, Dale Cox Architects special-
izes in mountain-style architecture reflected 
in commercial and resort design, and historic 
remodels. Additionally, Cox has designed doz-
ens of luxury lakefront homes. The project team 
also designated workforce housing units above 
the Eastern Gateway retail and office space, 
which will provide additional units beyond those 
required for the combined projects, further 
assisting community and regional needs with the 
shortage of workforce and achievable housing. 

6 Nevada County Approves Commercial 
Cannabis Cultivation Ordinance 
NEVADA COUNTY
A cannabis cultivation ordinance was approved 
in a 4 to 5 vote at the Nevada County Board of 
Supervisors meeting May 14, allowing farmers in 

1

All the news that fits — from original reporting or press 
releases. Submit your own to editors@moonshineink.com.NEWS BRIEFS

PROUD ARTISTS: SELS sixth-graders with their mural project, 
created out of recycled materials and meant to represent the 
fight against climate change and environmental degradation. 
Courtesy photo

See NEWS BRIEFS p. 26
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TahoePaddle.com  |  530-581-3029
8299 North Lake Blvd., Kings Beach, CA 96143

Operating Daily 9am - 5pm**  |  Weather Permitting

$5 OFF YOUR 
RENTAL*

10% OFF YOUR DAY 
RENTAL*

~or~

*One coupon per person per day. Cannot be combined w/other discounts  
or promotions. **Please call to confirm as hours may vary by season.

Kayak and Paddleboard RentalsKayak and Paddleboard Rentals

RENT FOR 2 HOURS AND GET

THE 3 rd HOUR FOR FREE!

RENTALS • SALES
GUIDED TOURS
GROUP DISCOUNTS

Grateful Gardens
L AN DSC APE & S N OW S E RV I CE S CO NTR AC TO R

Create  |  Install  |  Maintain
Commercial  |  Residential

gratefulgardens.biz
530/550-9372

Voted #1 Best Of Tahoe/Truckee 2017
You dream it. We make it happen.

30%
OFF

3 MONTHS

(530) 587-3607  |  sales@moonshineink.com
Minimum 1/8 page ad. Months booked must be consecutive. 

Cannot be combined with other discounts.

NEW CLIENT
PRINT AD SPECIAL

Save money and reach
25,000 readers.

the county to cultivate up to 10,000-square-
foot-sized parcels of outdoor-grown medicinal 
cannabis. Farmers are only permitted to plant 
marijuana in agricultural or forest zones, rather 
than residential. This vote marks the end of a 
multi-year community process starting in 2016 
when voters rejected Measure W by 59%, 
which would have banned outdoor growth 
of cannabis. The ordinance does not allow 
for manufacturing, dispensaries, or any other 
cannabis-related businesses. 

7 Camp Fire Source Determined  
by Cal Fire
BUTTE COUNTY
Following an in-depth investigation, Cal Fire 
officially announced on May 15 the source of 
the deadliest fire in California history: electrical 
transmission lines owned and operated by 
PG&E sparked at two locations (one in the 
Pulga area and the other at the intersection of 
Rim and Concow roads). The Camp Fire began 
the morning of Nov. 8, 2018 and ultimately 
burned a total of 153,336 acres, destroyed 
18,804 structures, and resulted in deaths of 
85 civilians and several firefighter injuries. 
For any questions related to the Camp Fire 
investigation, contact Mike Ramsey at (530) 
538-7411 or at mramsey@buttecounty.net, or 
mnoel@buttecounty.net.

8 Proposed Truckee Community 
Pavilion & Ice Rink Progressing
TRUCKEE
Advocates for the Truckee Community Pavilion 
& Ice Arena celebrated a big step forward in 
bringing the proposed year-round covered 
facility to fruition. At the April 25 Truckee 
Donner Recreation and Park District board 
meeting, the board approved progressing 
with design work by MWA Architects, Inc., 
negotiating with the Town of Truckee to move 
TDRPD’s Corp yard, and reviewing funding 
options internally and via state grants. Final 
design is expected in late summer, with 
anticipated ground-breaking between spring 
and fall 2020. Use of the pavilion and ice 
arena would include ice skating, roller derby, 
and music festivals. A full list of events can 
be found at truckeepavilion.com. See related 
coverage from January 2019 and an update 
on the progress of approval and funding 
exclusively on moonshineink.com this June.

MOVING IN, 
MOVING UP, 
MOVING ON
Sharon Romack is ED  
of Sierra Senior Services
TRUCKEE/NORTH TAHOE 
The Sierra Senior Services Board of Directors 
appointed Sharon Romack as executive 
director, chosen for her years of nonprofit 
experience in fundraising, team building, 
and leadership. Since joining Sierra Senior 
Services, Romack has worked toward the 
agency’s goal of expanding its Meals on 
Wheels and Congregate Dining programs 
which currently serve 32,000 meals a year to 
seniors in the Truckee/North Tahoe area. 

Tahoe Forest Health System  
has new ED, Karli Epstein
TRUCKEE 
Karli Epstein is the new executive director 
overseeing both Health System Foundations: 
Tahoe Forest Health System Foundation 
and Incline Village Community Hospital 
Foundation. She started with the health 
system in January 2017, and has helped 
implement seven-day-a-week Primary Care 
service at Tahoe Forest Health System’s 
Multispecialty Clinics. Their emergency room 
is open seven days a week, 24 hours per day.

Ward-Young Architecture Welcomes 
Two New Principals to Leadership 
Team
TRUCKEE 
Ward-Young Architecture & Planning 
announced an expansion in the ownership of 
the firm as architects Mike Mussano and Ted 
Brobst have joined Don Fulda, Robert Heck, 
Tim Ward, and Larry Young as shareholders. 
As principals and partners, Mussano and 
Brobst will help guide and oversee the future 
growth of the firm. Mussano and Brobst have 
been with Ward-Young for over 25 years 
and have contributed significantly to the 
firm’s portfolio of projects and reputation for 
creative design solutions, responsiveness and 
longevity. Tim Ward and Larry Young founded 
the firm in Truckee in 1977 and have operated 
studios in both Truckee and Lafayette since 
1983.

BREAKING GROUND: The new Raley’s official groundbreaking ceremony took place June 5 with over 150 attendees at the 
new location near the Truckee Tahoe Airport. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

NEWS BRIEFS from p. 25

NEWS
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CLASSES AND EVENTS DAILY

10157 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee, CA  96161  |  530-550-8981  |  goodnesssake.org

For Goodness Sake
Opening hearts and minds for the sake of goodness

Gift Shop & Library
Local Art & Authors, Jewelry, 

Crystals, Cards & More...

Special Events
•   Tai Chi Walking  

w/Ethan Indigo Smith 
Sundays, 4-5pm

•   Beginning Tarot  
w/Sharon Freewoman 
Saturday, June 15, 10am-12pm

•   Women Empowering Women!  
July 10 and August 21

Plus many more ongoing classes. 
Check our website for more info.

NEW HOURS: Mon–Fri: 12–5pm  |  Sat: 10am–5pm  |  Closed Sundays
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Blood, Sweat, and Beers
ALIBI OWNERS STAY TRUE TO THEIR VISION OF KEEPING IT LOCAL

The plan was simple. Make a beer 
that Tahoe could be proud of and 
own as its regional brand. Make it 
on a large enough scale to put cans 
on grocery store shelves and taps 
at bars and restaurants around the 
lake — maybe even beyond. Keep it 
small. Keep it simple.

Four and a half years and three 
locations later, Alibi Ale Works has 
far surpassed its Plan A.

Though Tahoe beer domination was 
not the plan when they set out, it 
seems to be the course that owners 
Kevin Drake and Rich Romo are 
now on. Alibi is set to open its third 
location on Tahoe Boulevard in 
Incline Village in July. The newest 
space is less than a 
half mile from the 
original taproom, 
but the two ventures 
couldn’t be more 
different. After 
tackling a small 
food menu and 
event space at their 
second location in 
Truckee, the newest 
venture will go all in 
with a full restau-
rant menu and a 
robust outdoor 
space, and features 
seating on both a 
spacious deck and a 
tiered, grassy lawn, 
complete with its 
own outdoor bar to 
increase the beer 
garden vibes.

When Drake and Romo describe 
the evolution of their brewery, they 
paint the picture that their rapid 
advancement was born more of 
necessity than pure ambition. They 
are quick to clear up the assump-
tion that this route is the symbol of 
immense profit, but rather that it 
was a requirement to simply remain 
a viable business. All of their growth 
to date has been funded by equity 
and debt, versus cash flow. But it 
has allowed them to stay true to the 
vision for their company, even if that 
vision morphed over the years.

“Looking back now in hindsight, had 
we not made that move, we’d been in 

a world of pain,” Drake 
said. “You can’t make it 
selling most of your beer 
at wholesale, at least at 
our scale.”

Added Romo, “people 
think we make tons of 
money because they see 
our beer everywhere, 
but we make fractions 
of pennies of that can at 
Raley’s.” 

Drake and Romo’s ability 
to adapt demonstrates 
their clear understanding 
of their brand and the 

market they are in. While it may 
seem like their business is in hyper-
speed, they are selective about the 
opportunities they pursue. They have 
been approached by many develop-
ers to open locations in strip malls, 
but they know that doesn’t align 
with Alibi’s character. When they 
decided to develop a full restaurant 
menu, they chose executive chef 
Aaron Zendner, who is as passionate 
and innovative with food as they are 
with beer, and who has lived in the 
North Lake community for decades.

They also run the renovation of 
the spaces themselves; Romo’s 

background in 
construction, design, 
and real estate comes in 
handy. Customers were 
so impressed with the 
design of the Truckee 
location, that Romo said 
he got three offers to 
design houses in Martis 
Camp. That level of 
involvement is what led 
them down this path 
toward creating their 
own beer halls in the 
first place.

“We want to have control 
of the beer from the 
day it’s made to the day 
it’s served,” Drake said. 
“We want it to be served 
by knowledgeable staff 
in a nice setting. It’s 

difficult to maintain that quality and 
experience when it goes out to bars 
around town who might not even 
know who we are.”

While some may wonder why they 
chose Incline Village, a town they 
already had an established presence 
in, they said they had outgrown the 
purpose of the original taproom as 
a customer-facing space. Having 
to maintain daily operations in 
the same space where they handle 
manufacturing was actually impeding 
their production efforts. Now, they 
can focus the original taproom on 
churning out kegs and cans, and the 
new location to serve the guests they 
will misplace. And while many local 
businesses choose to expand into 
Reno, they recognized where their 
strengths lie.

“We realized our market is Tahoe 
and Truckee,” Drake said. “We sell a 
fair amount of beer in Reno, but we 
have a strong presence up here and 
it makes sense in a competitive beer 
market to go deeper at home. Yeah, 
it’s seasonal. Yeah, the shoulder 
seasons will be slow, but this is our 
niche. This is our intention that this 
stakes our flag on the North Shore 
for the next couple of decades.”

Alibi Ale Works’ newest endeavor is 
located at 931 Tahoe Blvd. in Incline 
Village and will open to the public 
in July. For more information, visit 
alibialeworks.com. 

BY ALEXANDRA SPYCHALSKY
Moonshine Ink

NEWS

HANDS-
ON: Kevin 

Drake, right, 
and Rich 

Romo have 
managed 

the buildouts 
of all three 

of their 
locations so 
far, and can 

be found 
on the 

construction 
site every 

day. Photos 
by Alexandra 

Spychalsky/
Moonshine 

Ink

BEER HERE: They fully renovated the building to fit their vision for a beer hall-style 
restaurant, with lots of shared seating, a stage for events, and the centerpiece —  
a four-sided bar that will seat roughly 40.

(530) 587-3607
sales@moonshineink.com

Shop Local. Eat Local.
Spend Local. Think Local.

ADVERTISE LOCAL.

Place your ad in the next
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1 Preschool Mountain Munchkins  
in Need of Space
NORTH LAKE TAHOE 
Mountain Munchkins in-home daycare taking care of 
children 3 months to 4 years was going to take over the 
Rideout Community Center space temporarily housing 
Tahoe Lake Elementary while their school building is 
under construction, but the school’s lease has been 
extended another year. The preschool is in need of a 
new space. Reach out to owner Daniela McDuffie at 
(530) 721-0449.

2 New Co-Working Space  
Comes to Downtown Truckee
TRUCKEE
Need a new place to work, a space for a big meeting, 
or just some quiet time? The Lounge, Downtown 
Truckee’s newest co-working space, is here to help. 
Local attorney Elaine Hartwell recognized a need 
for this kind of space downtown, so she opened 
The Lounge at 5817 South East River St. The space 
was designed for business women and men to rent 
dedicated working spaces by the hour, day, or month 
and offers a conference room with a view of the river, 
L-shaped executive desks with privacy screens, and 
sound proof phone booths. Members will have 24/7 
keyless access and nonmembers are welcome to make 
reservations online. For a tour, call (530) 414-9350. 

3 Newcastle Fleur is Now Bringing You Fresh 
Flowers Galore
NORTH LAKE TAHOE
Looking for some fresh bouquets this summer? North 
Tahoe local Jess Allen-Cronshey recently opened a 
flower farm called Newcastle Fleur, about an hour west 
of Truckee. They specialize in growing romantic, fragrant, 
heirloom cut flowers and foliage, and their family farm 
has a number of specialty cut flowers growing, including 
old-fashioned favorites like zinnias, dahlias, sweet peas, 
sunflowers, pincushions, and more. Newcastle Fleur is 
working to offer a limited number of summertime floral 
subscriptions with drop-sites in Truckee and Tahoe City. 
Visit newcastlefleur.com for more information.

4 Taylor Creek Stream Profile  
Chamber Reopens
SOUTH LAKE TAHOE
One of the highlights of the Taylor Creek Visitor Center 
is its Stream Profile Chamber, which allows visitors 
to get an up-close underwater view of the spawning 
kokanee salmon each year. Unfortunately, last season, 
the chamber’s glass broke during routine cleaning. 
Staff was forced to close the chamber. The nonprofit 
Tahoe Fund stepped in to fund replacement of the 
glass with support from Tahoe Blue Vodka. Just in time 
for the Center’s 50th anniversary, this collaboration has 
reopened the Stream Chamber, so that it can continue 
to be an essential experiential learning opportunity for 
K-12 students and other visitors. Visit thegreatbasinin-
stitute.org for more information on this collaboration 
between the Tahoe Fund and Tahoe Blue.

5 Golf Courses Are Now Open
INCLINE VILLAGE
Incline Village golf courses — The Championship 
Course and The Mountain Course — officially opened 
for the season in May. The Championship Course, 
ranked No. 10 on GolfAdvisor’s Top Courses in Nevada 

list, is a public par-72 regulation course with a classic 
Robert Trent Jones, Sr. design. The Mountain Course 
is a public 18-hole, par-58 course designed by Robert 
Trent Jones, Jr. and is host to a number of family-
friendly events throughout the season including Nine 
& Wine and Sunday Family Fun Day, when kids 17 and 
under play free with a paying adult, and offers 9-hole 
rates and twilight specials.

6 Newly Renovated Timber Creek Campground
NEAR ELY, NEVADA
The Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest has announced 
that the newly renovated Timber Creek Campground 
on the Ely Ranger District reopened on Memorial Day 
Weekend. The campground went through a major 
renovation, including new tables, grills, fire rings, vault 
toilets, trail bridges, and tent pads; an updated water 
system with new hydrants; redesigned campsites to 
improve accessibility and drainage; and improved 
roads, spurs, and parking area to handle longer 
vehicles. Recreation staff anticipates the Bird Creek 
Campground will remain closed through July this 
season, while construction continues. There will be no 
access to the campground until the work is completed. 
The Timber Creek and Bird Creek campground renova-
tion projects were funded by the Southern Nevada 
Public Land Management Act.

7 Tahoe Dave’s Opens Beach Shop
TRUCKEE
Tahoe Dave’s opened its first Beach House storefront on 
May 25. Tahoe Dave’s Beach House will take over the 
beloved winter ski and board rental shop conveniently 
located in the heart of Downtown Truckee, offering 
“Swimwear with Altitude,” and specializing in: bathing 
suits, boardshorts, rash guards, sunglasses, hats, flip flops, 
and more for the entire family. Located at 10200 Donner 
Pass Rd., the store will be open daily through Labor Day 
Weekend. Tahoe Dave’s will hold a grand opening party 
on June 22 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more information 
go to tahoedaves.com. 

8 Truckee Food Shop
TRUCKEE
Truckee Food Shop, a new eatery, opened at 12030 
Donner Pass Rd. on May 23. They highlight California’s 
year-round bounty of fresh, organic vegetables and 
meats, offering farm-to-table, chef-made lunch and 
dinner options for you to take out and/or serve at 
home. Conveniently located just off I-80 heading into 
town makes Truckee Food Shop the perfect place for 
busy locals and tourists to pick up unique sandwiches, 
salads, soups, and meals 
for any number of people. 
Be inspired by the unique 
and healthy creations of 
Mexican-born, Canadian-
trained, and Truckee-settled 
Chef Eduardo — and enjoy 
his lifetime dream — the 
Truckee Food Shop.

9 Mountain Living 
Home Consignment 
Opens in Truckee
TRUCKEE
Located in the heart 
of downtown Truckee, 
Mountain Living Home 
Consignment specializes 

in high-end furnishings, decor, wall art, lighting, rugs, 
and more. Located at 10009 West River St. across from 
Jax at the Tracks, the shop offers pick-up and delivery 
on the north and west shores and in the Truckee area. 
Owners Ann Dee Zeilinger and Jill Amen are com-
mitted to community, customer, and consignor alike, 
embracing a circular economy with the tenet: Reduce, 
Recycle, Reuse & Repurpose. For information call (530) 
536-5046.

10 Truckee Local Returns to  
Tahoe Area with Wellness Tools to Share
TRUCKEE
Truckee local Vanessa Dodds, certified hatha yoga 
instructor and conscious chef, is bringing her practice 
back home after a year living in Brazil where she 
immersed herself in furthering wellness and spiritual 
work. She specializes in blending personalized healing 
treatments as a Reiki master and a fascia therapist, 
offering a gentle form of physical therapy similar to 
massage. Dodds is also an Access Bars practitioner, 
using a manual therapy that activates 32 points on 
the cranium to treat stress, insomnia, PTSD, and other 
symptoms. For information call (530) 386-7726. 

Join Us in Downtown Truckee for Our NEW

10200 Donner Pass Road  |  530.582.0900  |  www.tahoedaves.com

Bringing All the Best Beach Essentials to the Mountains

SWIMWEAR  
withAltitude!

JOIN US FOR OUR

Grand 
Opening
PARTY
APPETIZERS, WINE & 
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS!

SATURDAY, JUNE 22
11AM – 3PM

3

NEW CO-WORKING SPACE, THE LOUNGE, OPENS IN 
DOWNTOWN TRUCKEE: Famous local artist John Pugh, whose 
works are displayed in over 200 locations around the world, was 
hired to paint a mural in the lounge area. Courtesy photo

NEWS
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CABIN FEVER

BY ALEX HOEFT  |  Moonshine Ink

The House Lincoln Built
Let’s play a word 
association game: 
Stone fireplace. 
Hickory hardwood. 
Cozy atmosphere. 
If you envision 
a toasty little 
cabin in which 
you could enjoy 
the rest of your 
life, you’re spot 
on. This Lincoln 
Log home-sweet-
home combines 
old-fashioned 
friendliness with modern day comfort. We’re talkin’ exposed wooden beams paired 
with a chef’s kitchen and commercial-grade gas range and oven. The perfect 
combination of function and fashion. Plus, the covered front and back porches 
provide ample views of nature — or your beautiful, detached, oversized(!) garage. 
Info: $669,000, 3 bed, 2 bath, 1,794 square feet, 16175 Lance Dr., Truckee, Intero 
Real Estate Services

Photo courtesy Intero Real Estate Services

Lakeside Dream Come True
This is YOUR 
chance to fill 
MY dream of 
living lakeside! 
Donner Lake-side, 
nonetheless. This 
bungalow-style 
cabin not only 
boasts a loft, a 
separate game 
room, and a newly 
upgraded kitchen, 
but peace and 
quiet as well. 
Forest + lake = 
BFFs with Mother 
Nature. And if the floor-to-ceiling views of the lake aren’t enough, just head on 
down to your pier for a nice boat ride around the lake. Swoon. Info: $1,595,000, 3 
bed, 2 bath, 2,100 square feet, 14348 S. Shore Dr., Truckee, Oliver Luxury Real Estate

Photo courtesy Oliver Luxury Real Estate

Hear me out. For the most part, you can hit control + A to select every house 
in North Tahoe — they almost all incorporate cabin design themes (aka 

wood), but these ones are extra cabin-y. Think about those log cabin building toys 
you (or your parents or your grandparents) played with as a little kid. That’s the 
language I’m speaking. And, uh, no: These homes are in no way connected to a 
flesh-eating bacteria that’ll turn your life into a horror movie (and then become a 
laughable remake 14 years later). But I digress. Ahem. The homes shared below 
are dream get-aways for any season. Spring cabin, summer cabin, fall cabin, 
winter cabin ... Don’t they all sound lovely?

HOME FRONT

Yo Ho, Yo Ho! A Mountain Life For Me
Silver Peak out 
your backdoor, 
Squaw Valley 
out your front. 
With this location 
you’re smack in 
the middle of 
the best views a 
mountain-lover 
could want. And I 
haven’t even gotten 
to the house itself. 
Vaulted ceilings 
and windows and a 
tree house, oh my! 
Again, for those in 
the back: Kiddos, there’s a treehouse in the backyard! Run and tell your parents 
the good news! The quarter-acre also includes an attached garage, a hot tub, and 
multiple decks (from which you can view the mountains and forests of Tahoe). 
Finally — and I know this wouldn’t get me very far in the official critique industry 
— the house is just pretty. Info: $2,150,000, 4 bed, 3.5 bath, 3,836 square feet, 
1102 Sandy Way, Olympic Valley, Lawrence Realty

Photo courtesy Lawrence Realty

Guild Mortgage is an Equal Housing Lender; NMLS #3274. (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/). Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California

Residential Mortgage Lending Act; NV Broker #1141; NV Banker #1076. Branch NMLS 1314006; Katie Rice NMLS 308387. (18-9559)

The Rice Team

11050 Pioneer Trail, Ste. 201 | Truckee, CA 96161

530.582.9991  |  teamrice@guildmortgage.net

Cool off

this summer

in your new home.

Whether you're a first-time

homebuyer or a move-up buyer, 

we have the perfect loan for you.
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Single family homes for sale as of 6/1/19

Including 21 Tahoe Lakefronts
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HOMES PENDING
OR CONTINGENT

Single family homes pending as of 6/1/19

Including 6 Tahoe Lakefronts
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sold May 2019
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$838K
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$1.19M

MEDIAN PRICE Single family homes 
sold May 2019

REGIONAL MEDIAN HOME PRICE = $819K

Sales volume of single-family homes on the Tahoe Sierra 
MLS dropped 11% from April and 23% year-over-year, 

yet median price grew 8% over April and 11% year-over-year. 
Truckee also saw a decrease in sales volume of single-family 
homes and an increase in median price since April as well 
as year-over-year. Lakefront sales in 2019 of single-family 
homes between Incline Village and Rubicon Bay are down 
44% with nine lakefronts sold 2018 and five total sales in 
2019. However, there are currently 21 single-family lakefront 
homes actively listed for sale versus 13 active listings at this 
time last year. With Memorial Day Weekend being the kick-
off of listing season, all markets saw an increase in active 
listings over April.  
~ Bill Dietz/principal broker, Tahoe Luxury Properties

Brought to you by

TLUXP.COM

HOME FRONT

10099 Jibboom Street
IN  HISTORIC  DOWNTOWN  TRUCKEE

Open  10am - 5pm
Tuesday – Saturday

530-587-1409
backstreetframers.com

BACKSTREET
FR AMERS & GALLERY

Offering healing treatments, local artisan 
wares, providing as well as crafting your 

own natural herbal remedies and  offering 
a stellar class schedule to enrich and 

strengthen our community.
We have the largest selection of bulk herbs 

anywhere in North Tahoe & Reno. 
Come by and have a complimentary cup of 

tea to connect and learn about us!

Massage
•

Facials
•

Energy Work

Call or Book Online
530-584-2659 | SageSpaTahoe.com

On the lake in Tahoe City

A place to connect, make, learn, and heal.

Spring Special
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HOME FRONT

I killed a woodpecker with a 
slingshot. 

We bought a pellet gun, but since 
Cabela’s takes these things very 
seriously, we ended up with what 
looked like an action movie prop. 
The suspect had taken up residence 
in a hole on the side of my house, so 
clearly a less militaristic solution was 
in order.

The plan wasn’t to hit the bird, only 
the area around its newly pecked 
little condo. I chose these less-lethal 
clay balls that look like tiny Milk 
Duds and dissolve in the grass, 
because there’s no way to successfully 
aim a slingshot. You just pull back 
the damn thing and let it fly. So that’s 
what I did.

After a feathery “thud,” the bird took 
wing, fluttering erratically for the 
deep, shaded sanctuary of a nearby, 
towering Jeffery Pine.

The bird looked drunk. A toy solider 
under a flimsy paper parachute, it 
ebbed and flowed to the ground, 
ceremoniously arriving back to Earth 
in a knee-high stand of vibrant spring 
daffodils. 

Remember: I was aiming for, and 
missed, a house.

Upon further investigation, I came 
to learn the now-deceased suspect 
was actually a nuthatch, a small, 
cavity nester cousin that is more 
closely related to the chickadee, but 
much like the woodpecker, will peck 
at trees to gain access to insects, 

establish territories, and build nests. 
Although they rarely start from 
scratch when it comes to boring holes 
for a nest, they are known to enlarge 
abandoned woodpecker holes that 
have been abandoned. So, while he 
wasn’t technically a woodpecker, 
he was a pecker nonetheless. The 
nuthatch was clearly a squatter who 
had taken up residence in a hole 

created by its relative and decided a 
renovation was in order.

Unless you can handle the emotional 
jihad that butchering an innocent 
woodpecker or nuthatch will declare 
on your soul, try the following 
alternatives to prevent any more 
avian hooligans from turning your 
castle into a colander — but I’m not 
making any promises. 

METALLIC FLADRY
Ranchers use fladry, or strips of  
wind-blown ribbon, to scare off 
wolves from livestock grounds. It’s 
equally ineffective on woodpeckers as 
it is with wolves. But at least you’re 
trying something. 

FAKE BIRDS OF PREY
You know those fake owls people 
attach to their homes to scare off 
woodpeckers? Yeah, so do the 
woodpeckers.

NOISE ALARMS
Woodpeckers are supposedly not 
fond of sudden, loud noises. Yet, 
I live across the street from the 
auditory bedlam of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad and they’re still 
flocking to my abode, so it’s fair to 
question the validity of this solution.

GIANT SPIDERS
If you can handle an electric arachnid 
on your home, have at it. But here’s 
my RSVP to your next party: no.

BIRDHOUSES
A family on our street attached 
birdhouses to their siding. It seems to 
be working, and it’s super neighborly. 

Truth is, you can’t beat these birds. 
You can patch the holes come fall, 
but it’s a Sisyphean ordeal if there 
ever was one. 

Instead, remember why you moved 
to the mountains, and unless a bear 
decides to den in your mudroom, it 
doesn’t hurt to let in a little Mother 
Nature now and again. 

SPACE IT UP!
By Craig C. Rowe

1708142

Roxanne Duffield, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0L53516
insuranceroxanne.com

Bus: 530-550-9000

Roxanne Duffield Ins Agcy Inc

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI) Bloomington, IL

You only live once.
That’s worth protecting.
A conversation about life insurance now 
can make a big impact on your family (and 
even your retirement) later.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

How Much Wood Can a Woodpecker Peck? 
Too much — try these deterrent tactics 

It’s time for your Lake Tahoe or Truckee 
home and a beautiful, laidback lifestyle.

Call me to help you find yours.

TAKE THE       Plunge

Trinkie Watson
530 582 0722   TrinkieWatson.com

CRITTER CONFUSION: Although they share some similar behaviors, nuthatches (top right) are not 
technically woodpeckers, such as the white-headed variety (top left). 

(bottom right) DAMAGED: A local homeowner went upstairs one summer morning to find her 
two cats sitting atop the woodburning stove, staring up at the stovepipe as little scraping sounds 
captured their attention. Without her curious cats’ keen senses, the homeowner might not have 
known that a woodpecker had bored through the cedar house siding and somehow made its way 
into the pipe, inside of which it had started to build a nest that surely would’ve caught fire once the 
seasons changed and the stove was back in use. The nearly $1,000 in damage was a small price to 
pay. Photo by Juliana Demarest
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SIERRANEVADA.EDU
Phone 886.412.4636
admissions@sierranevada.edu

Embrace Discovery at SNC Tahoe.

LaLake Tahoe is the crown jewel of the Sierra, drawing 
generations of explorers, writers, adventure-seekers, 
researchers, and entrepreneurs. Those qualities 
define the academic experience at SNC Tahoe, 
where professors know your name and teach beyond 
the classroom, in the living lab of the mountains and 
lake. Small group instruction prioritizes hands-on 
learning and personalized plearning and personalized projects. 

VISIT US — EXPERIENCE SNC TAHOE
SNC Tahoe | 999 Tahoe Boulevard 
Incline Village, NV 89451

www.sierranevada.edu/RSVP

LIVE.
LEARN.
LAKE TAHOE.
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The Long-Termers

It happens all 
over Tahoe. 
You’re a good 
tenant — well-
behaved, 
current on all 
vaccinations, 
neat — but you 
just can’t find a 
permanent place 
to live. It’s not 

easy to buy, either. Luckily, if you 
are a pet in the area you have a 
temporary solution at 
the Humane Society of 
Truckee-Tahoe. While 
a lakefront or Martis 
Camp estate would be 
nice, most dogs and 
cats would be happy in 
any old place with the 
right person.

So far this year, HSTT 
is averaging about 45 
adoptions a month 
with in the neighbor-
hood of 11 cats and 
34 dogs finding 
homes. Dogs average 
less than 10 days at 
the shelter while the 
average cat stays for 
about a month. There 
are puppies adopted 
in minutes and then there are the 
long-termers. Two of the most 
popular long-termers at the shelter 
are Dolly and Chestnut. Both ladies 
have been in-residence for about 80 
days. According to HSTT Animal 
Programs Manager Emily Holmes, 
some animals just take a little time 
to find the right fit. 

Dolly is known as Princess Dolly 
around the shelter. When you are 
with Dolly you move “at the speed 
of Dolly.” It’s nice to slow down to 
her pace. She is happy to take walks 
and easy on a leash. Dolly is snuggly 
and sweet; her only caveat is that 
she prefers to be an only dog. Dolly 
is 2 years old and weighs approxi-
mately 60 pounds. She is described 
as sensitive, mellow, and cuddly. 
Eighty nights at a shelter are way 
too many for this Princess. 

Chestnut the cat 
should be easy to 
adopt — she only 
weighs 8 pounds. 
Chestnut came to 
HSTT when another 
shelter had run out 
of space. Taking in 
cats like Chestnut 
saves lives. While 
HSTT operates a no-
kill shelter in which 
adoptable animals 
can stay indefinitely, 
other shelters in the 
region don’t have 
that luxury. Chestnut 
is happy to have 
moved to the Lake 
Tahoe area and is 
looking forward to 

hours sunning herself in a window 
or watching birds in your backyard. 
She’s a mature 10-year-old gal with 
some spunk. Chestnut’s hobbies 
include string chasing, lap sitting 
and enjoying tasty treats. 

For more information on Chestnut 
or Dolly visit hstt.org. 

CHESTNUT will put a smile on your face and keep 
your lap warm. Photos by Emy Lou/Moonshine Ink

FLIP’S FRIENDS
By Emy Lou

SAY HELLO TO DOLLY. The princess 
is ready to move in with you. 

Open 7 days a week | 10 am to 6 pm
11486 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee, CA | 530-536-5006

YOUR FULL SERVICE SKATE & SNOWBOARD SHOP

YOUR FULL SERVICE SKATE & SNOWBOARD SHOP

SPRING IS HERE!

NEW ARBOR SKATEBOARDS 
AVAILABLE NOW

SPRING STYLES ARRIVING DAILY

30% OFF 
WINTER GEAR
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

TAHOE CITY, CA • 530-583-6415     TRUCKEE, CA • 530-582-0900

www.TahoeDaves.com

Open Year Round in 
Tahoe City & Truckee

OFFICIAL SPONSOR 
OF GOOD TIMES! Concerts at Commons Beach  

Tahoe City
Music on the Beach 

Kings Beach
Truckee Thursdays  
& Music in the Park 

Truckee
Tuesdays Bluesdays 

Squaw Valley
(we’re not official sponsors but we’re big fans)

Guitarfish Music Festival 
Cisco Grove 

HAIRCUTS.
COLOR.

HIGHLIGHTS.
OMBRÉ.

4915 West Lake Blvd., 
Homewood, CA  96141

530.525.1089

MOUNTAIN LIFE
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ONGOING
Various
WELLNESS | Truckee Chiropractor
It is important to find the anatomical 
basis — muscle strain, disk injury, 
arthritis, etc. — for the injury at hand, 
but that’s not the full picture. The key is 
finding the causes of the injury, which 
could be multiple. Causes can become 
solutions when viewed constructively. 
This class will address flexibility, motor 
control, stability, inflammation, rest, 
sleep, load, strength, endurance, 
and stress. Info: classes held June 
18 and 25, July 9,  and Aug. 13; $20 
each, 4 for $45. Dr. Barry Triestman 
at truckeechiropractor.com 

Tuesdays
FOOD | Tuesday Street Tacos
Stop by for a break, lunch, or to eat 
with friends and family. Casa Baeza in 
Truckee is offering a fun special called 
Tuesday Street Tacos. Choose from 
asada, carnitas, al pastor, chicken, and 
beef tacos at a special price. Info: all 
day, casabaezatruckee.com

Wednesdays
COMMUNITY | Alibi Truckee Public 
House Trivia Night
Trivia Night is back at Alibi Truckee. 
Things that are guaranteed: Prizes. 
Beer. Good times with friends. Things 
they can’t guarantee: those same 
friends being useful on a trivia team. 
But hey, that’s show business, baby. 

Hosted by Lindsay 
with an A and Joe 
Lew, Alibi trivia 
nights are some of 
the best around. 
Info: 7 to 9 p.m. 
at Alibi’s Truckee 
Public House; 
alibialeworks.com

MUSIC | Live 
Music at CB’s 
Bistro
Head over to 
CB’s Bistro every 
Wednesday night 
for live music and 
15% off wine by the 
bottle. Grab your 
friends and enjoy 
great tunes from 
a variety of local 
artists and great 
grub. Info: 6 to 9 
p.m., cbsbistro.com

Fridays and by reservation 
SPORTS | Sunset Kayak Tours
This kayak trip is a great way to end 
a full day. Offered every Friday; other 
days by reservation. Meet at sunset and 
get on the water to watch the colors 
change and the stars appear. Learn 
some astronomy and tour the perfect 
distance before landing on the beach 
for some hot drinks, snacks, and more 
stargazing. The 1-2-mile trip runs a 
little over two hours on the water, with 
easy-to-moderate level of difficulty. Info: 
Tahoe Vista Recreation Area, $65 per 
person, tahoeadventurecompany.com

Sundays
SPORTS | Sunday Morning Yoga
Join 500-hour RYT teacher Le’a 
Gleason for a fun, all-levels “doable-
yet-difficult” yoga class Sunday 
mornings at Basecamp Hotel in Tahoe 
City. Classes integrate yoga poses 
linked together in a flowing sequence, 
with a sprinkling of yogic philosophy, 
breath work, gentle stretching, and 
more. Info: Sundays, 9 to 10:15 a.m., 
$10 drop-in, free for hotel guests

June 13 to June 15
COMMUNITY | No Barriers Summit
The 2019 No Barriers Summit will 
take place from June 13 to 15. Join 
leaders, change-makers and aspiring 
visionaries from all walks of life and 
unite to discover how to bring the 
No Barriers Life to a world ready for 
greater possibilities. The No Barriers 
Summit is a multi-day event that 
will inspire you with speakers and 
showcase cutting-edge innovations. 
Choose from dozens of adaptive 
activities that will help you and your 
family break through barriers and con-
nect with the community. Regardless 
of ability, leave forever changed. Info: 
$100 for three days, Resort at Squaw 
Creek, nobarriersusa.org

Saturday,  
June 15
FOOD & DRINK | 
Sierra Speaker 
Series
The Sierra State 
Parks Foundation 
will hold the 
second of five 
presentations as a 
part of the Golden 
Spike Celebration 
— the 150th anni-
versary of the First 
Transcontinental 
Railroad. Steam 
and Beer with Boca 
Brewery will be 
held at the Donner 
Memorial State Park 
Visitor Center in 
Truckee. Speaker 
Dave Burkhard 
from Anchor Steam 
Company will share 

the history of the Boca Brewery and its 
relation to a current product created 
by Anchor Brewing. Info: 5 p.m. and $5 
suggested donation; sierrastateparks.org

Sunday, June 16
FOOD & DRINK | Father’s Day 
Brunch at Gar Woods
Father’s Day brunch on the lake with  
a view you can’t beat? Yes! Head over 
to Gar Woods Grill & Pier and treat  
your special man. Brunch starts at  
9:30 a.m. and goes to 2:30 p.m.  
Info: garwoods.com

Tuesday, June 18
FOOD & DRINK | Vine to Pier 
Dinner Series
Ready to experience a wine dinner like 
never before? Enjoy a family style meal 
on the pier overlooking Lake Tahoe. 
Watch the sun setting over the moun-
tains of the West Shore while sipping on 
wines exclusively selected and paired 
with a menu created by Executive 
Chef Robb Wyss. Every dish in this 
five-course meal is crafted to enhance 
and celebrate the flavors in each bottle 
of wine. Guests are sure to leave with a 
satisfied palate. Info: West Shore Cafe, 
$100, 5 to 8 p.m, westshorecafe.com

JUNE 13 
TO 15: Join 
leaders, 
change-
makers and 
aspiring 
visionaries 
from all 
walks of life 
at the No 
Barriers 
Summit at 
the Resort 
at Squaw 
Creek. Photo 
by Ryan Salm

JUNE 19: Head over to the lake for Gar Woods’ Pier Pressure Party. There will be live music, Wet 
Woodys, and tasty food all night long. Courtesy photo

Interested in what’s happening all summer long?  
Don’t worry, we’ve got you covered! From marathons  

to paddleboard races and from Shakespeare performances 
with a sunset view to weekly live music locations  

and dates, check out the TAP Calendar in our

It doesn’t all fit here. 
Visit moonshineink.com/
tap for the full calendar, 

or to add an event.

It doesn’t all fit here. 
Visit moonshineink.com/
tap for the full calendar, 

or to add an event.

tahoe SummeR LOvin’
edition, on stands from June through October!

See CALENDAR p. 36
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Wednesday, June 19
FOOD & DRINK | Pier 
Pressure
Celebrate summer during 
Gar Woods’ 28th Annual 
Pier Pressure Party. Enjoy 
live music and dancing on 
the deck and tasty food 
and drinks. Plus, it’s Wet 
Woody Wednesday, which 
means discounted Wet 
Woodys all day and all 
night long. Party starts at 5 
p.m. Info: garwoods.com

Thursday, June 20
SPORTS | Summer Recreation 
Event Series
Experience the Tahoe Treetop 
Adventure Park or a guided natural 
history tour through North Lake Tahoe 
Regional Park with Tahoe Adventure 
Company. Meet in the Regional Park at 
the Ramada Picnic Area. Info: Treetop 
adventure from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m., 
natural history tour from 4:30 to 5:30 
p.m., nltra.org

June 22 & 23
SPORTS | North Lake Tahoe 
Summit Lacrosse Classic
ADVNC Lacrosse presents the 
fourth annual North Lake Tahoe Summit 
Classic, a youth tournament to be held 
June 22-23 in Truckee/North Tahoe. 
The tournament consists of 13 divisions: 
Boys 8U, 10U Gold, 10U Silver, 12U 
Gold, 12U Silver, 14U Gold, 14U Silver, 
2018-2020 Gold, 2018-2020 Silver, and 
Girls MS Gold, MS Silver, HS Gold, and 
HS Silver. Info: laketahoelacrosse.com

Saturday, June 22
COMMUNITY | Trivia Night
The Sierra State Parks Foundation is 
proud to present the first-ever Trivia 
Night at Vikingsholm Castle in Emerald 
Bay State Park. The ticket includes 
the opportunity for you to drive down 
to Emerald Bay, a private tour of 
Vikingsholm Castle, a reception of wine 
and hors d’oeuvres, and a fun trivia 
night hosted by Tahoe-based mystery 
writer Todd Borg. Proceeds of this 
fundraising event benefit Vikingsholm 
maintenance and restoration projects. 
Info: 5 p.m.; tickets online, $50/$45 for 
members; sierrastateparks.org

Tuesday, June 25
SPORTS | Summer Recreation 
Event Series
Meet at Alibi Ale Works in Incline 
Village for a brewery tour and beer 
tasting. At 5p.m., Crystal Bay and 
Incline Village-based businesses will 
give stump speeches and share summer 
events, programs, and new information. 
Register online to attend and speak at 
eventbrite.com or through the North 
Lake Resort Association Facebook 
page. Info: free, 4 to 6 p.m., nltra.org

Saturday, June 29
SPORTS | Off-Road Triathlon, 
Duathlon & Sprint
XTERRA Tahoe City races celebrate the 
natural environment of Lake Tahoe’s 
excellent terrain, trails, and blue water. 
Tahoe City is also home to some of 
the area’s most treasured mountain 
biking trails. The bike course features 
single-track and double-track, fields of 
wildflowers, and breathtaking Sierra 
views. The races start and finish at 
Commons Beach. This year’s race 
includes a new section of run course, 
with single-track replacing some of 
the fire road on the initial climb. Info: 
adventuresportsweektahoe.com

Sunday, June 30
COMMUNITY | Red, White  
and Tahoe Blue
Since 2007, Red, White and Tahoe 
Blue has celebrated our country’s 
independence and they’re excited 
to continue providing residents and 
visitors of Incline Village with an event 
focused on promoting community spirit, 
local merchants, and charitable causes. 
This year, there will be fireworks, the 
parade, a community fair, and veterans 
events. With returning favorites like the 
pancake breakfast, Beer & Brats, Rotary 
Duck Races, Wine & Cheese, and more, 
the weekend will have plenty to offer for 
everyone. Info: gotahoenorth.com

July 3 to 7
SPORTS | Squaw Freedom Fest
Squaw Valley upper mountain skiing 
and riding operations will be open July 
3 to 7. Lineup includes fireworks, live 
music, and a headlining performance by 
pioneering DJ Paul Oakenfold on July 
5. Coming off a record-breaking season 
— with a total of 719 inches of snowfall 
— Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows is 
bringing a taste of winter to the Fourth 
of July. Info: squawalpine.com

Wednesday, July 3
COMMUNITY | Fireworks  
and Beach Party
Enjoy a Tahoe summer tradition 
and start your Independence Day 
celebration at the 40th annual July 
3rd Fireworks & Beach Party at one of 
Tahoe’s best beaches, the Kings Beach 

State Recreation Area. Enjoy three 
delicious food vendors, and a beer/wine 
garden. The event is capped-off by a 
dazzling firework display at 9:30 p.m. 
shot from just offshore of Lake Tahoe. 
Info: free admission, all ages, 7 to 10 
p.m., northtahoebusiness.org

Thursday, July 4
COMMUNITY | Truckee Parade
Come out and celebrate with a parade, 
food, live music, pancake breakfast, and 
more. The annual Truckee 4th of July 
Parade brings history and the vibrant 
energy of this quaint mountain town 
to life in one of the Sierra’s highest 
regarded traditional Independence Day 
parades. This year’s parade theme, Live-
Work-Play Truckee!, celebrates everyone 
in the community who enjoys life in the 
mountains every day or when visiting. 
Parking is limited. Take the bus to the 
parade. Info: free, downtown Truckee, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., gotahoenorth.com

COMMUNITY | Tahoe City Fireworks
Celebrate Tahoe City’s 74th annual 4th 
of July Fireworks Show. The festivities 
will begin with the sounds of DJs on the 
street in Tahoe City leading up to the 
biggest, brightest, and most dazzling 
fireworks show to-date. Shop for T-shirts 
and swag, donate to volunteers collect-
ing in fire boots, enjoy the lake, and 
then take in the spectacular fireworks 
show at dusk. Info: visittahoecity.org

Sunday, July 7
MUSIC | Summer Gala
The 2019 Classical Tahoe Summer Gala, 
a benefit event for Classical Tahoe, will 
be held at the Kern Schumacher Estate 
in Incline Village. The event promises to 
stoke the senses and evoke the sounds 
of  a night in Havana with Cuban-
inspired food stations by acclaimed 
chef Colin Smith and a featured station 
by Bently Ranch Grill. Guests can enjoy 
signature cocktails from Bently Heritage 
mixologists. The silent and live auctions 
culminate in a live performance by 
esteemed Cuban pianist, Aldo López-
Gavilán. Info: $300 per person, $3,000 
for a table of 10; classicaltahoe.org

Thirsty for more TAP? See our full 
calendar of events at moonshineink.
com/tahoe-events 

SPRING SPA SPECIAL 

Receive 20% off any 50 or 
75 minute spa treatment 
Monday-Thursday through 
the end of June. 

Complimentary Valet and 
use of the pools is included 
with your treatment.

Please call the spa at 
530.412.7034 to book 
your appointment. 

®

www.squawcreek.com

CALENDAR from p. 34
JULY 4: Join in with 
the 4th of July parade 
in downtown Truckee 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Courtesy photo
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475 NORTH LAKE BLVD., TAHOE CITY, CA  |  530-584-2431
Visit tahoearthauscinema.com for schedule, upcoming events & tickets.

THE COBBLESTONE CENTER

The Secret Life of Pets 2
THRU JUNE 20

Toy Story 4
OPENS JUNE 21

Between Me and My Mind
JULY 17

Spider-Man: Far From Home
JULY TBD

The Lion King
OPENS JULY 19

SERVING
BEER, WINE

HARD CIDER

AN
D

Second hand, 
first rate

•  FREE week pass including classes  
(new members only — VALID WITH AD ONLY)

•  $25 assessment/consultation  
(one-on-one review w/a personal trainer)

•  $20/month unlimited classes  
(w/membership)

Memberships start at only  
$35 A  MONTH! Call for details.

Truckee/North Tahoe’s #1 Gym!

EXPERIENCED & KNOWLEDGABLE TRAINERS
W I D E  V A R I E T Y  O F  E Q U I P M E N T
F U N  E N V I R O N M E N T

CURRENT SPECIALS
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Ryan Wood’s stories are filled 
with hot air. Literally. The 
Truckee resident has many 

tales to tell, most of them beginning 
with flying in a hot air balloon.

How many people can say they 
landed a hot air balloon on one 
side of the road in Peru because if 
they’d descended on the other side 
of it, they would’ve landed in a field 
of Bolivian land mines? How many 
people, in the still silence of the early 
morning hours, have heard the eerie 
sound of cracking ice beneath the 
basket without the fear of falling in 
frigid waters? How many people can 
say they actually even own a hot air 
balloon?

Not many.

Back in high school in Tuolumne, 
Ryan’s buddy Justin Kinsinger had 
a grandfather, Robert Kinsinger, 
who was an avid hot air balloonist. 
A retired vice president of the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation, Robert had 
discovered ballooning in his 30s, a 
passion which would send him flying 
through 84 countries over the course 
of his life. Although he had several 
grandchildren, Justin was the only 
one who shared his grandfather’s 
intrigue in the obscure sport.

It was when Justin decided to make 
ballooning the focus of a senior 
project that Ryan discovered he, too, 
had a growing interest in the niche 
hobby.

“I was always willing to help,” said 
Ryan, explaining that launching a hot 
air balloon is not a one-man job. It 
takes a minimum of three, preferably 
four, people to make it happen. All 
of them assist with inflating the 
balloon to get it off the ground. More 
importantly, “you need one in the 
basket and one to drive the truck to 
chase it,” he said.

All in all, it takes from a half to a 
full hour to set up, but the process 
really begins before Ryan even 
leaves the house. In the pre-dawn 
hours, he’ll wake up and check in 
with the FAA’s Flight Services line 
to hear current weather conditions 
and inform authorities that he’ll 
be flying in the area. With Truckee 
airport in close proximity to 
the Prosser Reservoir — Ryan’s 
preferred local takeoff point — it’s 
a courtesy to let officials know 
he’ll be flying in the area. When 
it comes to air traffic, hot air 
balloons have the right of way 
over airplanes, but balloons must 
yield to gliders.

Ballooning is becoming more 
regulated under the Federal 
Aviation Administration’s VFR 
(Visual Flight Regulations). 
There has to be a minimum 
visibility of 3 miles and 
balloons are not permitted to 
fly higher than 12,000 feet, 
the same regulations imposed 
on pilots of small airplanes. 
The ideal time for takeoff is 
usually around sunrise, when 
winds are at their most calm. 

On an average weather day, surface 
winds tend to run from 0-2 mph from 
the hours of 2 to 10 a.m. If they were 
to exceed 5 mph, it would be difficult 
to keep the balloon standing up.

Monitoring weather conditions both 
on the surface and in the atmosphere 
is crucial.

“I don’t want to be up there when it 
goes from 0 to 17 [mph],” Ryan said. 
Although there was that one time … 

On the rare occasion when things 
might be a bit more unpredictable, 
Ryan tries to stay local. However, 
he has to be ready to act on the 
fly because — quite literally — he 
never knows where the winds could 
take him. A few years back, erratic 
winds pushed him into the Glenshire 
subdivision in Truckee. From above 
he was able to spot a satisfactory 
landing location. Though not ideal, 
the best option was to come down in 
a cul-de-sac. The challenge, however, 
was to keep the balloon standing 

on account of power 
lines that ran along the 
roadway. 

“I had to vent as hard as 
I could,” he said, recall-
ing letting air out of the 
balloon, but taking care 
to not release too much. 
“I was willing to have a 
hard landing on pavement 
if that meant having the 
balloon stay inflated and 
not blow over the power 
lines. We came down hard 
— but I kept the balloon 
standing.”

For someone who’s afraid 
of heights, it’s quite the 
ironic choice of hobby.

“He’s just calm,” said 
Rebekah Ramos, Ryan’s 
girlfriend who is now 
working at getting her pilot’s 
license so she can fly as well. 
“He’s able to look and think 
and decide.”

BY JULIANA DEMAREST
Moonshine Ink

DOG IS MY CO-PILOT: Nine-year-old Mader is always ready to take 
flight with his owners. Courtesy photos

Getting carried away with 
the slow adrenaline rush of 

hot air ballooning

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

Uplifting
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Rebekah recalled one of her favorite 
flights over Boca Reservoir. The 
temperature in the upper atmosphere 
was -10 Fahrenheit. “Fog tried 
to form but it froze,” she said. 
“There were little twinkling lights 
everywhere.” It made for a magical 
memory, like during the warmer 
months when Ryan will dip the 
basket into the water. But if that cold 
air should settle, the basket can’t land 
and will be bounced back up off the 
ground.

“Flying up here [in the Sierra 
Nevada] has made me a better pilot,” 
said Ryan, explaining that far less 
variable weather conditions found 
down in areas of lower elevation 
make for more predictable flying. 
Sometimes he’ll set off with the goal 
of getting from point A to point B, 
like the time he flew 120 miles from 
Blue Canyon to Fernley. Although 
the journey was made at 97 mph, 
“when you’re up to speed, it’s totally 
calm,” Ryan said. And the only 
noise you hear is from the burners 
that keep the balloon aloft, which 
on occasion he has shut off for as 
much as 30 seconds, to hear only the 
whispers of the winds.

In the early days of ballooning — the 
first flight dates back to 1782 in 
France — it was believed that the 
smoke from burning wet cedar was 
what set the balloon up in the air. 
However, it was later discovered 

that the heat was responsible, and 
balloons of today are lifted with 
propane. The hotter the weather, the 
more fuel has to be burned, making 
40 gallons last anywhere from an 
hour and 45 minutes to three hours. 
Balloons were originally made of 
paper-mache and were about 30,000 
cubic feet in size. That’s one-third 
the size of present-day hobby 
balloons, the upper portion of which 
is made of ripstop nylon, the lower of 
Nomex ripstop nylon which is more 
fire-retardant.

“It’s the cheapest way to achieve 
flight,” Ryan said. “You have fabric, 
fire, and a wicker basket. It’s easy 
to get into a meditative flow state 
because a lot is out of your control.”

Perhaps the most important part 
of any flight, however, is the 
Champagne. When an early balloon 
landed in French farmland, locals 
thought it was a UFO and attacked 
it. Nobles who were following the 
balloon soon arrived on the scene 
bearing Champagne, and from then 
on it was considered unlucky to not 
have bubbly on board.

While ballooning has taken Ryan on 
many worldwide adventures, landing 
him in places like Yosemite, Chile, and 
Thailand, there’s no place like home. 
Much of his flying time is spent depart-
ing from Prosser, seeing were the 
winds blow. And in the early morning 
hours, you just might catch a glimpse 

of the vivid primary colors of his 
balloon hovering against the backdrop 
of the brilliant Tahoe blue sky. 

 “It’s the slowest adrenaline rush you 
can have,” Ryan laughed. “Sometimes 
I’m just along for the ride and going 
to end up where I end up.” 

CRUISING ALTITUDE: Ryan Wood (far left) 
developed a passion for hot air ballooning after 
helpling a high school friend with a senior project. 
His girlfriend, Rebekah Ramos (above), is in the 
process of getting her pilot’s license so she can also 
fly. At left is Ryan’s 90,000-square-foot hobby-sized 
balloon. Courtesy photos 

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

Photo by Kelly Gorrell

Courtesy photo
Courtesy photo
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Fruit on the Barbie
Summer is upon us. It’s time to 
fire up the grill, but this year, try 
taking your barbecue prowess to 
the next level. Break out of the hot 
dog, hamburger, steak, and sausage 
realm and extend your grilling 
beyond dinner. Kick up your ‘cue 
this summer!

Local farmers markets are now in 
full swing. Stop by and fill your 
basket with nature’s candy. Peaches, 
watermelon, plums, pineapple, 
avocados, even bananas all offer 
a break from boring when fruit 
meets flame. Naturally occurring 
sugars begin to caramelize, textures 
change, and taste buds start to sing.

When I left my journalism career 
in 2004 to become a farmer’s wife, 
I was blessed with having the best 
backyard in town. Located smack 
in the middle of a suburban New 
Jersey neighborhood, Demarest 
Farm’s sprawling peach and apple 
orchards were essentially my front 
and back yards. So what if the 
35-acre farm — a mere 20 minutes 
from New York City — was bisected 
by residential streets? No one else 
in town could walk out their door, 
stroll the orchard, and pick tree-ripe 
peaches or apples. There is nothing 
like fruit plucked from the tree and 
eaten at the peak of ripeness.

My father-in-law, who is now also 
a Jersey-to-Truckee transplant, has 
always been quite the grill master. 
He’d often be found outside in front 
of the farm stand grilling whichever 
vegetables were in season. Peppers, 
zucchini, onions, and eggplant 

were among his favorites, but he 
also would mix things up a bit by 
throwing some fruit on the fire. And 
since Demarest Farm was known 
for its sweet, juicy, and delicious 
peaches, those were his favorite 
fruit to grill. His preparation of 
choice was sweet and simple: grilled 
peaches brushed with honey and a 
sprinkling of cinnamon. Sweet and 
spicy — yum!

Stop by the farmers market and 
pick up some freestone peaches — 
varieties in which the pit doesn’t 
split and is easily removed from the 
flesh. Take a sniff of the stem end 
of the peach. The more fragrant, the 
more flavorful. You want them to be 
slightly firm and not overripe. Cut 
the peaches in half, take out the pit, 
and brush them with oil. Avoid using 
olive or other strong-tasting oils so 
as to not overpower the flavor of the 
peaches. Canola is a good choice. 
Place halved peaches flesh-side-
down on a grill over medium heat 
until grill marks form. Flip them 
over and feel free to dust some 
cinnamon or brown sugar on the 
flesh. Adding a small pat of butter to 
each will enhance the caramelization 
and  delicious flavor. Total cook time 
is about 8 minutes. Peaches should 
be tender but not mushy.

Now comes the hard part: Do you 
want a dessert that is sweet or 
savory? If sweet is your thing, serve 
them along with some frosty vanilla 
bean ice cream. The combination of 
warm and cold surely will tantalize 
your taste buds. If savory is more 
up your alley, serve with a dollop of 
ricotta or goat cheese, drizzle with 
balsamic vinegar — even better, a 

syrupy balsamic reduction — and 
sprinkle with some chopped 
walnuts. The warmth of the peaches 
is just enough to soften the cheese 
to a nice, gooey consistency. Pure 
heaven!

Grilled fruits like avocados, 
plums, and pears make the perfect 
addition to any summer salad while 
watermelon is just as tasty on its 
own as it is accompanied by some 
fresh seasonal greens. Sprinkle in 
a bit of feta cheese, dress it with 

a nice balsamic vinaigrette, and 
you have a tasty balance of sweet 
and salty with a touch of vinegary 
bite. Try making some kebobs, 
alternating pineapple chunks with 
either pork or chicken, and basting 
with teriyaki sauce.

Other than a well-oiled grate to 
prevent fruit from sticking, there are 
no rules when it comes to grilling 
fruit. Your grill pan is an open 
canvas and the only limit is your 
imagination. 

JUST PEACHY: Grilling fruits like pears, plums, and peaches brings out the natural sugars and leaves 
you with caramelized goodness. HHL+Dave5/bigstockphoto.com

BY JULIANA DEMAREST
Moonshine Ink

Like music? You’ll love Tiny Porch. The 
mini-concert video series by Moonshine 
Ink supports live music and helps foster 
the Tahoe/Truckee art scene. To get 
involved or sponsor an episode, contact 
tinyporch@moonshineink.com.

Check out the latest episodes 
on moonshineink.com,  
Facebook, or YouTube!

T Sisters

Traveling across the river and through the woods, 
they ditched grandmother’s house and went straight 
to Cottonwood Restaurant’s “tiny” porch. With three 
sisters, two songs, a couple of guitars, a banjo, a stomp 
board, and a washboard, these sassy and spunky gals 
can command a town. 

Episode 9

Willy Tea
Taylor

What happens when a weathered miner with his axe 
in hand and a rugged singer-songwriter meet in a bar? 
Well, let’s find out! The beloved Willy Tea Taylor will 
make you laugh, pull on your heart strings, and might 
just make you want to crack open your own bottle of 
whiskey.

Episode 8

SOUL KITCHEN
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RE SERVAT I O NS H I GH LY RECO M M EN D ED

DOWNTOWN HISTORIC TRUCKEE  |  530.587.4694  |  10096 DONNER PASS ROAD
P i a n e t a R e s t a u r a n t T r u c k e e . c o m

Fine Dining Restaurant
Italian Restaurant

& Truckee Restaurant

VOTED BEST

H I S T O R I C  D O W N T O W N  T R U C K E E
—  S I N C E  1 9 8 9  —

530 -587- 4 4 4 6  |   w h i te b u f fa l ot r u c ke e.co m
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Behind

W
hen people stop by the 
former theater that 
houses Art Truckee, 

they ascend a winding staircase and 
are greeted by a gallery filled with 
intricately crafted glass forms of 
everything imaginable — from pigs 
and eagles to a full drum kit and a 
Harley-Davidson.

And there’s Frank Rossbach, person-
able and friendly, waiting to greet 
them and share his story — if they 
want to hear it.

He motions to the windows of his 
shop, overlooking downtown historic 
Truckee and offering a view stretch-
ing to the mountains beyond. “To 
me, it’s looking out the window right 
now,” he says. “This is most people’s 
vacation. I get to live here, and I keep 
that in me every day.”

While he’s been no stranger to the 
struggle of living in the mountains, 
and what life as a self-employed 

craftsman means, Frank remains 
grounded about what he wants in life.

“I have a wonderful, wonderful life,” 
he says. “If it’s bad, it’s just in my 
head. You have to deal with that on 
your own, and I have.” 

For those who enter the studio and 
want to learn, Frank is most 
engaging — especially with 
kids. They, too, can crouch 
behind his sturdy desk, 
littered impressively with 
glass tubes in all shapes and 
colors. His students can heat 
the glass on the torch and 
learn to twist and pull and 
bend and then blow into it, 
creating something of their 
very own. Frank’s careful 
eye and sturdy hands help 
students understand how 
to manipulate the glass, but 
also learn on their own by 
experimenting with how it 
feels.

“It’s kind of like we’re 
carnival people,” he laughs, 

alluding to the small setup that 
affords him the space and tools to do 
everything appearing in the gallery. 
“Lamp work” glassblowers utilize 
small torches, heating and bending 
pre-fabricated glass rods into shapes.

To make a business like this last 

in the small community of Tahoe 
— particuarly as a craftsman — 
commitment, drive, passion, and focus 
are key attributes that go a long way. 
It’s a hard life, not without struggle, 
which begs the question: Why would 
someone keep putting in the hard 
work on those inevitable days when 

monotony creeps in?

For Frank, glassblowing is in 
his blood. He was born in West 
Germany, where his father was a 
“scientific glassblower” inter-
ested in making neon signs and 
laser components. They immi-
grated to the Bay Area when 
Frank was 4, and his father 
went to work in Silicon Valley. 
It was 1960 when they moved 
to America, the year of the 
Olympics at Squaw Valley. The 
family would visit Tahoe for the 
beauty that reminded them of 
Germany, where the mountains 
and the forest were similar, and 
even the culture of ski jumping 
was reminiscent of their home. 
Frank began glassblowing with 

BY LE‘A GLEASON
Moonshine Ink

ARTS & CULTURE

Glass
the

local artist
,
s creations are rooted in family history

GLASS MENAGERIE: Sea horses created by Frank Rossbach’s father, 
Gerhard Rossbach, were recently exhibited in the Sonoma County 
Senior Art Show. Courtesy photo

(top of page) FAMILY AFFAIR: Frank learned the art of glassblowing 
from his father. Photo by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink
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his dad in their garage at 
age 15, with both of them 
eventually turning to the 
artistic style that Frank 
continues today.

His father was, and still 
is, the “quintessential 
German.” At 92, “he 
doesn’t wear lederhosen 
anymore, unless I pay 
him,” Frank laughs. 
But back then, Gerhard 
Rossbach used to tell his 
son you get the most work 
done from 8 to 9 a.m.

Frank’s sister also drew 
inspiration from Gerhard to try glass-
blowing. She continued for about 
10 years, joining with her husband 
and some cousins in Canada to start 
a glassblowing business. Frank also 
taught the art to his best friends’ son, 
who now makes a living glassblowing 
in Washington.

In 1974, Frank helped his father 
build a ski cabin in Truckee, which 
he purchased from his dad about 30 
years later. He’s proud to say that it’s 
almost entirely paid off, due mostly 
to his successful career as an artist. 
And he’s earned it. There have been 
low years, where inspiration didn’t 
come.

“This is all I know how to do,” he 
reflects. “So, when I got disenchanted 
with glass, I asked, ‘where do I go 
from here?’ I heard a saying, ‘If you 
don’t like your life, change it. If you 
can’t change it, change your attitude.’ 
So, this is what I do. And luckily, it’s 
working.”

During those times, Frank focused 
on his reason for being here: to exist 
in these gorgeous mountains. To 
cruise on the boat he was fortunate 
enough to own. To carry on his 
father’s legacy. Those things gave 
him purpose, and a renewed sense of 
positivity.

“It’s very repetitive. You have to do 
the sweatshop years, I call it,” he 
says. “When my dad retired from 
scientific glassblowing he went to 
work at a shop and they had four 
glassblowers. If it were a dolphin, one 
guy would make the tail and pass it 
to the next guy and then they’d put 
the body on. But you have to do that 
to get a feel for the glass. To me the 
people that make it are the ones that 
don’t get sick of it.”

In times Frank didn’t want to work, 
he’d start every day by creating 
hummingbirds to get himself going. 
They captivate almost everyone who 

wanders through 
the shop and 
are easy gifts to 
take home. And 
though Frank 
will tell you he’s 
a craftsman 
turned salesman, 
because that’s 
what you have 
to do these days, 
an outsider will 
say his creations 
sell themselves. 
Frank’s work 
brings form 
to life. While 
admiring the 
intricate figures, there’s a sudden 
whimsy that lights up visitors to the 
gallery, much like the fascination a 
child might have in a toy shop. It’s far 
beyond just a simple hummingbird.

“My opinion is if you want to get 
really good at something, you 
specify,” he says. “What I do is I 
make shapes. So, if I’m making an 
elk, I want it to look like an elk — but 
I’m working on coming outside the 
box. To make free forms. [That] is the 
direction I wanna go, but big.”

Among some of his favorite creations 
are a “hog within a hog” — a hollow 
pig with a motorcycle inside his body, 
a dung beetle he once custom-made 
to commemorate someone’s African 
Safari trip, and a formless piece 
he calls “the lovers.” True, Frank’s 
sculpture-like renditions of animals, 
people, and objects are spot on. The 
muscular curves of a strong buck 
standing atop a shelf in the gallery 
reflect his attention to detail and 
study of the animal’s body. But he’s 
now ready to try something else.

The lovers are two formless body-
like shapes wound together in an 
embrace. Looking at them makes you 
ponder a, perhaps, deeper meaning in 
the piece while contemplating what it 

makes you feel. Sitting on a different 
shelf is another pair of entwined 
figures. Though crafted by Frank, 
they’re based on his father’s idea 
called “the shadows.”

Not one to be bragadocious, he shrugs 
and talks about carrying on Gerhard’s 
legacy: “I’ve found that people like the 
emotions. We kind of both like those 

nice clean shapes. Carrying on the 
family thing,” he says.

Frank has tried many things. Once 
determined to be a concert pianist, 
he played until the age of 14, master-
ing Joseph Haydn’s “Piano Concerto 
No. 11” in D and then quitting due 
to stage fright. He managed Truckee’s 
Loch Leven Lodge for a year at one 

point and had another 
stint as a Harley rider 
with “stick-on tattoos” 
and was a “temporary 
badass,” he laughs. 
But he always came 
back to glass, and his 
father’s legacy, some-
thing which he plans 
to continue for a long 
time.

“My life has been 
really eclectic,” he 
says. “Now it’s kind 
of calming down. I 
think it’s the natural 
course of things. I’m 
supposed to be retiring 
[but] my retired idea 
is to come in and out 
of [my shop] when I 
want.” 

ARTS & CULTURE

F E S T I V A L S  F E S T I V A L S  

PACIFIC FINE ARTS 

Pacific Fine Arts
F E S T I VA L S

Lake Tahoe 2019

For Additional Information
pacificfinearts.com • pfa@pacificfinearts.com

209-267-4394

Boutique • Handcrafted • Art al Fresco

HOMEWOOD
Handcrafted Designs 

under the Pines
Homewood Mountain Resort, Hwy 89

4th of July weekend
July 4 • 5 • 6 • 7 — 10am-5pm

Concours d’Elegance weekend
August 9 • 10 • 11 — 10am-5pm

Labor Day weekend
August 30 • 31,  

September 1 — 10am-5pm

TAHOE CITY
Art by the Lake,  

11th annual
Boatworks Mall,  

760 North Lake Blvd (Hwy 28)

August 16 • 17 • 18 
10am-5pm

August 23 • 24 • 25 
10am-5pm

CIRCA 1946: Gerhard Rossback and 
his Austrian-made Puch motorbike. 
Courtesy photo

GLASS BENDER: Gerhard, 92, taught his son the art of glassblowing in the family’s garage when 
Frank was 15. Courtesy photo
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Founded on Philanthropy
Food and Resource Support Center is there for those in need

An aging house sits atop an 
old stone foundation on E 
Street in downtown Truckee. 
Quiet for the better part of 
the week, the place comes 
to life on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays as the Food and 
Resource Support Center, 
when volunteers from 
throughout the area open the 
doors with a warm welcome 
to lend a helping hand 
to some of Truckee’s less 
fortunate.

Some days they line up, 
waiting for the volunteers to 
report for duty. Other days 
they straggle in, one-
by-one, some in pairs, 
some accompanied 
by their four-legged 
furry best friend. They 
might number in the 
teens or as few as four 
or five. Sometimes, 
a face might look 
familiar, and a volun-
teer might realize it 
was someone they’d 
seen the day before 
standing at the edge of 
the Safeway parking 
lot with a tattered sign 
reading, “Anything 
helps.”

It doesn’t matter if 
they’re homeless or 
down on their luck, 
or even transients passing 
through town, guests are 
greeted with a smile and 
offered a place where they 
can enjoy a warm meal and 
do things such as use a 
computer, take a hot shower, 

and wash their clothes, all 
complimentary. They can 
wander down to the basement 
below the house and help 
themselves to any clothing 
that might be useful — warm 
boots and coats during the 
winter or something more 
conducive to foot travel in the 
summer for those who might 
be on the move. A wall of 
shelves is kept fully stocked 
with canned goods and other 
nonperishable foods.

It’s all there for the taking 
and the volunteers expect 
nothing in return.

“The center opened nine 

years ago this October,” 
volunteer Lis Green told 
Moonshine Ink. “Originally, it 
was supervised by the young 
lady who at that time man-
aged Project MANA, also 
from the same building, but 

MANA eventually moved out. 
The young woman went on 
to the children’s museum and 
that’s how Jack got involved.”

Green was referring to Jack 
Ahern, who, along with 
Assumption parishioner 
Lee Fladeland, was a key 
part of the center’s success. 
Both have since passed away 
but are memorialized with 
plaques in their honor on a 
wall at the FRSC.

The FRSC is housed in what 
originally served as the office 
of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Church. 
When the parish outgrew its 
quarters, a new, larger church 
was built on Alder Drive and 
the original lot on Donner 
Pass Road was put up for sale 
— with the exception of the 
parcel on which the FRSC 

stands. Parish members 
recognized that there was a 
need in town for those who 
were down on their luck or 
might not have a place to go. 
While they couldn’t provide 
shelter, they could at least 
provide a place where these 
folks could warm up for a bit, 
take care of some business, 
and enjoy a hot, home-cooked 
meal, generously donated 
by volunteers from area 
churches.

George Molt has been a guest 
at the center since its early 
days, when he first heard 
about it through the Family 
Resource Center in Truckee. 
“They’ve got it all,” Molt said. 
“Computer access so you 
can look on Craigslist for 
jobs, laundry so you can get 
spruced up.”

Molt recalls being given 
nice work pants and a pair 
of shoes by one of the 
volunteers. It was a turning 
point in his life. After going 
through some rough times, 

the 68-year-old single father 
of a 9-year-old son, “got a job 
and finally started making 
some money.” The FRSC 
was there for him when he 
needed it, and volunteers of 
the center consider him their 
greatest success story.

Now having been gainfully 
employed for several years at 
Rite Aid in Truckee, Molt has 
stability and owns his own 
place in the Truckee River RV 
Park while he waits on the 
list to get into the Truckee 
senior housing. But the FRSC 
remains a constant in his 
life, and he can only sing the 
praises about the many ways 
the center has been there 
for him and others over the 
years. Every Thursday, you 
can still find him there, enjoy-
ing some home-cooking  and 
washing loads of laundry.

“It’s a routine,” Molt said of 
why he continues to visit the 
center. “It’s way helpful. It’s 
the greatest thing.”

One of his favorite times of 

BY JULIANA DEMAREST
Moonshine Ink

GOODWILL: George Molt is considered the success story of the Food and 
Resource Support Center. Located on E Street in Truckee, the center serves 
breakfast on Tuesday mornings and is open every Thursday from 10 a.m. to  
2 p.m. during which time guests can enjoy a hot, home-cooked meal, do 
laundry, take a shower, use a computer, and visit the clothes and food pantries. 
Photos by Wade Snider/Moonshine Ink

HELPING HAND: Being a second-homeowner doesn’t stop Ward Sproat from giving 
back to the community. He volunteers weekly at the Food and Resource Support Center 
during the summer and ski seasons when he comes from Maryland to Truckee. 
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the year to go to the center is 
in December, when a member 
of one of the churches is 
known to cook a fancy meal, 
served in-style with silverware 
and cloth napkins.

He went down the list of 
supplies people can find 
there, from toothpaste and 
toothbrushes to warm winter 
coats and socks. On the 
occasions that someone might 
be seeking diapers or dog 
food, volunteers have been 
known to go out of their way 
to acquire those items as well. 
There are regular visits from 
a social worker, who reaches 
out to guests to inform them 
of other services available 
through the Family Resource 
Center.

“There is even a group of 
knitters who make hats and 
scarves, and kids’ stuff too,” 

said Molt, who on Thursdays 
is always sure to bring home a 
chocolate chip cookie or two 
for his son.

“From the beginning, it has 
been a cooperative effort,” Fr. 
Vincent Juan of Assumption 
parish told Moonshine Ink. 
“It’s a good way of doing 
collaborative ministries with 
other churches.”

But running the center is not 
without obstacles. The major-
ity of Assumption’s parish is 
composed of second-home-
owners. While Assumption 
largely covers the cost of 
utilities, manpower and food 
are reliant upon volunteers. 
“The challenge up here is that 
the majority of our younger 
families have to work, and 
vacation-homeowners don’t 
want to commit,” he said. 
This can present a dilemma 

when it comes to staffing.

Although it is operated 
out of the Assumption 
Church-owned property, 
and is manned by volunteers 
from five area churches — 
Assumption, Church of the 
Mountains, Sierra Bible, 
Tahoe Forest, and Truckee 
Lutheran Presbyterian — the 
FRSC is not a religious pro-
gram, but rather one based 
on goodwill. Each church 
takes a weekly turn running 
the center and whether it be 
through staffing or donating 
food, volunteers are always 
welcome but must be coor-
dinated through one of the 
aforementioned churches.

“The center offers a safe 
haven for its guests, a place 
they can clean themselves as 
well as their clothes, get food 
to-go as well as eat there, 

have a comfortable place to 
hang out for a few hours,” 
Green said. “I have volun-
teered since the first month 
and really appreciate what the 
center offers to these folks.”

The Food and Resource 
Support Center is open 
Tuesday from 9 a.m. to noon, 
serving a light breakfast, and 
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. during which time a full 
hot lunch and computer, laun-
dry, and shower services are 
available. This October will 
mark the 10th Thanksgiving 
the center will celebrate with 
a traditional holiday feast 
open to all, at the usual hour 
of 10 a.m.

“This place deserves a lot of 
praise,” Molt said. “I totally 
appreciate it.” He still wears 
that first pair of shoes he was 
gifted so many years ago. 

WASHED UP: George Molt makes use of laundry facilities at the Food and 
Resource Support Center. 
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By DAWN ANDREONI
Moonshine Ink

One of the major astrological 
currents of 2019 crests in 
June. June 16 is one of three 
exact squares between the 
planets Jupiter and Neptune 
this year. With Jupiter in 
Sagittarius and Neptune 
in Pisces, both planets 

occupy the signs they rule, amplifying their 
archetypal expression. Jupiter rules optimism, 
higher orders, and long-distance travel. It is the 
planet of expansion, expanding our vision by 
broadening our perspective, and our influence 
by imparting confidence. Neptune is the planet 
of spirituality and the collective unity. Neptune 
heightens our psychic sensitivity. This quality is 
a double-edged sword, on one side opening us 
to receive spiritual guidance, but, on the other 
end, increasing our gullibility. Neither planet 
is particularly realistic in focus, encouraging 
us to view the world through “rose-colored 
glasses.” Squares are hard aspects that bring 
tension to the fore. This is a time when we are 
faced with our own naiveté, and how our desire 
to believe in the best may have led us down 
the wrong path. Don’t be discouraged if you 
discover your expectations were inflated or that 
you have been deceived. These tests of faith are 
a necessary part of our inner growth. We are 
each operating according to the limits of our 
experience, and each new lesson gives us new 
tools to better hone our unique skills.

Astrology |

The largest planet in our solar 
system, Jupiter, now reigns 
supreme in the night sky. The 
Sun is currently in opposition 
to the gaseous giant, meaning 
Jupiter and the Sun can be 
found opposite one another 
as they traverse our sky. This 

aspect is relative to our position on Earth and 
affects how much sunlight a planet can reflect 
back to our eyes. This phenomenon is most easily 
visible with the Moon. The Sun’s opposition to 
a given planet is akin to the “full moon” phase, 
meaning that Jupiter now shines brighter than 
at other times of the year. Jupiter is generally 
easy to find as its apparent magnitude is greater 
than the surrounding stars. It rises riding the 
back of the celestial Scorpion, alongside the 
red star Antares at the heart of the Scorpius 
constellation. (For tips on identifying Scorpius, 
see the October 2018 edition of Moonshine 
Ink.) On June 16, the Moon will be within 2 
degrees of Jupiter. The two will become visible 
over the eastern mountains shortly after sunset 
(around 9 p.m.), reaching their height in the 
southern sky just after midnight, and setting to 
the west a little after 4 a.m.

Astronomy |

~ Dawn Andreoni is yoga teacher and 
astrologer living on the North Shore of Lake 
Tahoe. You can find more about her offerings 
at celestialdawnastrology.com or follow her at 
facebook.com/astronotions. 
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WADE SNIDER, “Swagger Boarding,” photograph, Sony Alpha 7R III; wadesnider.com
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Parting Shot

Call 530-583-0141 for reservations or book online at tahoegal.com
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long from Tahoe City
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